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All projects from this Issue and the 
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use only and cannot be sold or used for commercial 
purposes. All patterns that are featured In Sew 
are reproduced In good faith that they do not 
Infringe any copyright. 
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We adore things with a Uttle history here 
at Sew HQ^, and this month we Ve got a lovely 
selection of garments to create influenced by 
days gone by. From a 1920s silky tie top, made 
to your own measurements from fellow retro 
fan Lisa Comfort (p2o), to our 1950s haltemeck 
cover star, there’s inspiration aplenty (p24) . 

^ This month your FREE pattern includes 

a gorgeous range of separates to stitch for work or weekend 
wear. With two types of blazer, a simple top, plus A-line skirt and 
trousers, the possibilities are endless. Make up in classic pinstripes 
or why not go bold and floral - the choice is yours (pii) ! 

We also have some lovely accessories with a modem twist, 
including a designer-alike Liberty watch (p46) and geometric 
clutch bag (p 36 ). These pieces are sure to instantly update your 
existing wardrobe. This month we were also lucky enough to 
chat with the Gath Kidston team about their latest collection. 

This brand really is the home of modem vintage, so it does not 
disappoint! Seep4i. 

Elsewhere we have the lowdown on the new patchwork and 
quilting trends, including wearable quilting and the new fabric 
prints (p55). There’s also cute toys to stitch for the little ones - 
we’re particularly taken with Walter the whale (p88) ! We love 
to hear from you, so get in touch in one of the ways below. 

Happy stitching! 

I^VLCulM. 


Lorraine Luximon, Editor 
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issue... 


In Every Issue 

03 Welcome 

Say hello to the Sen/ team. 

06 Want it now! 

The best news, products, 
shows and more. 

08 What you’re saying 

We look at what you’ve 
been making and sharing 
this month. 

30 Q&A 

Our experts answer all 
your stitching questions 
and queries. 

52 Subscriptions 

Never miss an issue of 
Sei4/ - subscribe today for 
exclusive offers, gifts 
and more. 

54 Workshops & Courses 

Our picks to help develop 
your sewing skills. 

94 Giveaways 

We have over £1,200 
worth of stitching goodies 
up for grabs! 


96 October preview 

Next month we have a FREE 
New Look 6302 dress and 
jacket combo pattern, plus 
a 36-page sewing machine 
buyer’s guide! 

98 Need to know 

Get the practical information 
and advice you need on all 
aspects of needlework. 

102 Reading room 

The best new titles for 
your bookshelves. 

Features 

55 The new patchwork 
& quilting trends 

The trends you need to 
know about! 

106 My sewing soom 

We meet Laura Lees, creator 
of The Mighty Stitch. 


Kids 

88 Walter the whale 

This underwater cutie 
couldn’t be cuddlier. 

91 Rag doll 

Stitch up a sweet companion 
in no time. 

Home 

67 Stuart Hillard 

Stuart reveals the hottest 
trends in fabric and furnishing. 

68 Home trends 

Bring a ’50s feel to 
your kitchen, with these 
retro prints. 

70 Pretty jar toppers 

Personalise your stitchy stash 
and stay organised in style. 

72 Patchwork a table set 

Update your dining table with 
this colourful look. 

75 Quilter’s corner 

Get the latest patchwork, 
quilt news and products. 


77 Block of the month 

Greate an on-trend 
chevron pattern with this 
reversible quilt. 

80 Love that fabric... 

The best new releases from 
Art Gallery Fabrics and 
Cloud9 Fabrics. 

82 Cosmetics organiser 

Use beautiful oilcloth for this 
handy make. 

84 Tropical cushions 

Bring an exotic feel to your 
home with this set. 

Extras 

58 Sew Saturday! 

Get the latest news, plus find 
out how you can get involved. 

65 British Sewing Awards 
nominations 

Have your say in our 
2015 awards. 

100 Templates 

Find all the templates to 
make Rag Doll. 



m ^ 
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SEW STYLE 


Uft 


^gesoffcisMon, 
’garments &nwre! 


FREE THIS MONTH... 


This month’s FREE 
pattern has everything 
you need to create the 
perfect office to evening 
look. The mix and match 
elements will allow you to 
create your ideal outfit. 
The pattern includes 
an easy vest top plus 
an A-line skirt, tailored 
trousers and blazers. 


11 The office to 

evening collection 

Use your FREE gift to 
make an outfit that can 
take you from day to 
night with ease! 

16 Pattern picks 

May Martin talks all 
about plus size patterns 
to suit any figure. 

18 Simplicity style school 

Discover our pattern of 
the month and more! 

20 Learn with... 

Make the perfect 
tie top with Lisa 
Comfort’s sewalong. 

22 Love that fabric... 

Go tribal with our 
Navajo-inspired 
dressmaking prints. 

24 Pattern on test 

Learn about boning 
with Simplicity 1606. 

27 Lauren Guthrie 

Lauren talks vintage 
finishing methods and 


.-VM -1-^^ r- 


28 Dress to tunic rework 

Turn a much loved 
garment into a brand 
new look. 

32 Indie pattern news 

We bring you 
the latest in the 
pattern world. 

34 Painter’s smock 

Sew a creative 
cover-up. 

36 Quilted clutch bag 

Stitch a stylish 
geometric clutch bag. 

39 Deborah Simms 

This month Deborah 
talks vintage sewing 
and tackling her stash. 

40 Fashion forecast 

We look at the new 
scuba fabric trend. 

41 A riot of print 
& colour 

Sew goes behind the 
scenes of the iconic 
brand, Gath Kidston. 


44 Susie’s stitch school 

Use Pistil stitch to 
make a cute purse. 

46 Liberty watch 

Make a pretty 
accessory in classic 
Liberty style. 

48 Machine shopping 

We review the 
best sewing and 
embroidery machines 
on the market. 

51 Copy your clothes 
workshop 

Sei4/ tries out the 
Tilly and the 
Buttons course. 


MONTH 

New Look 6302 
dress and 
jacket combo 


NEWLjOOK 


September 2015 

FREEBIES & OFFERS 


11 The office to 


50% off Simplicity 1606 

Make the Amazing Fit 
1950s tea dress for 
instant summer style. 


87 Half price book offer 

Get a copy of a selected 
DK craft title at half 
price with our exiusive 
reader offer. 


evening collection 

Tips and advice for using 
your FREE pattern pack. 


24 


18 


50% off Simplicity 1459 

A vintage inspired pattern 
to add to your wardrobe. 
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Things we 're eoveting in the 
world of stitching this month 

DIYESPADRILLES 

Espadrilles are the perfect summer shoe and loved by fashionistas like 
Alexa Chung and Jennifer Lawrence. But if you don’t fancy the Chanel 
price tag, why not stitch your own with ease with a little help from 
creative brand, Prym, which offers a variety of packs including a pair 
of soles, a basic pattern in a range of sizes and an instructional DVD at 
www.prym-consumer.com? You can also pop along to 
The Makery blog for a free tutorial by owner Kate Smith on stitching 
these must-haves, or take a workshop at the Bath-based shop. Visit 

www.themakery.co.uk for more details 





SEW CAROLINE 


^POPTO^ 


With a Peter Pan collar, flutter or cap 
sleeves, and a subtle high-low hem, this 
pretty everyday top looks great stitched 
in fabric from her Gleeful range for Art 
Gallery Fabrics. Available in sizes XS-XXL, 
www.shopsewcaroline.com 


LUCKY DIP 

Decision making not your strong point? Indecisive stitchers can 
now take modern needlework company Floss & Mischiefs lucky 
dip challenge. If you can’t choose between designer-maker 
Genevieve Brading’s taxidermy-inspired cross stitch bugs or 
boho-style feather kits, simply opt for a surprise project and you 
won’t know which of the 14 designs you’ll receive until it arrives. 
Plus, to reward your bravery, you’ll get a bonus 30% off the price. 
Visit www.flossandmischief.com 
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TAILORED TRADITION 

The British institution of 
exquisite tailoring has 
captured the innagination 
of stitchers more than ever 
in recent years thanks to 
the Sewing Bee. Tailored: 

A Very British Fashion is a 
unique exhibition at Leeds 
City Museum celebrating its 
heritage from the eighteenth 
century to today. Savile 
Row tailor, Kathryn Sargent 
has crafted a bespoke suit 
for display and the exhibit 
includes Ringo Starr’s jacket 
on loan from the V&A. Running until 3rd January, 
find out more at www.leeds.gov.uk 


DIARY 

DATES 


3rd-6th September 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
CENTENNIAL FAIR 

Harrogate International 
Centre 

4th-6th September 

GREAT NORTHERN QUILT 
& NEEDLECRAFT SHOW 

Great Yorkshire 
Showground, Harrogate 

10th-12th 

September 

STITCHING, SEWING & 
HOBBYCRAFTS SHOW 

EventCity, Manchester 

26th-27th 

September 

THE BIG TEXTILE SHOW 

Leicester Grammar School 


\ 


These high-waisted 
leggings by Under the 
Same Sun are made from 
recycled plastic bottles 
and are sure to appeal 
to yoga lovers and eco 
conscious stitchers alike. 
We adore the vibrant 
on-trend Ikat print. You 
can stitch your own 
with this digital pattern 
by Fehr Trade. There’s 
a hidden pocket inside 
the upper centre back, 
contrast panels behind 
the knees for adding 
mesh fabric, and an 
elasticated, high-rise 
waistband. Available 
in sizes XXS-XL, visit 
www.fehrtrade.com 


I Handmade in East London, 
these fun designs by 
women’s clothing brand 
Queenie and Ted (friends 
Linda Gray and Rally 
Laurence) caught our eye 
this month. Simply select 
a style of garment and 
your choice of fabric, then 
pick an embellishment to 
make your skirt or dress 
unique to you, including 
contemporary applique 
and embroidery designs. 
Want to stitch your own? 
Motif and craft packs are 
also available priced from 
£8.50. View the range at 
www.queenieandted. 
co.uk 
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Wlmtwe!re : 


www.etsy.com 




Sponsored hy Minerva Crafts 


www.minervajcrafts.com 


Whatyoifre 

saying,.. 

Share your crafty makes and stories with us to be in 
with the chance of winning a fantastic prize! 


L; i ,www;pinterest.(:om/sewhq ‘ ; 


"Zfs so affo^C h 

Carolyn Kirkpatrick 
Editorial Assistant 


“/ knew my friend would appreeiate 
something handmade ” 


I made the fox cushion that I saw in the January issue. I decided to present it as a gift for my 
friend Paula’s doth birthday. She was amazed that I wanted to give it away, but absolutely 
loved it! Her surname is Fox, so it seemed reaUy appropriate. She is also an avid knitter and 
card maker, so I knew she would appreciate something handmade. There are a lot of prints 
and accessories around this season featuring foxes, but I mainly used leftover fabrics that I 
had in my stash. I enjoyed the project so much that I have bought fabric to make the hedgehog 
cushion for my three year old granddaughter. 

Lisa King 


What a lovely gift, Lisa. We can't wait to see the hedgehog version. 


“I am still a child 
at heart” 

Thanks to Sew and The Great British 
Sewing Bee I’ve been inspired to learn 
how to sew. I have made a few garments 
but, as I am still a child 
at heart, what 

I enjoy most mm * j 

is stitching f 

fairy dolls. I / 

have created 
my own 
original design, 
and I plan to 
make one for each 
of the flowers 
I love most. So far 
two down, quite a few 
more to go! This is the 
fuchsia fairy. 

Katia Galante 

This Is so pretty, Katia, and such 
a unique design. 


'‘I spent my days 
offhand sewing 
in the garden'’ 


With a week off work and the 
wedding of my two friends 
approaching, I decided it was time 
to get sewing to make myself an 
outfit. With some great help from 
my local shop I chose a beautiful lilac fabric, 
and used the pattern I got free with Sew issue 65. 

This was the first time I had ever made pleats and I’m 
so pleased with how it turned out. I spent my holiday 
hand sewing the hem in the garden, just in time for the 
wedding! Luckily the weather was absolutely beautiful, 
as was the bride. I’m so happy my dress looked so 
good. Thanks for the pattern, I shall definitely be using 
it again. 

Emma Freeman 

Sewing In the garden and supporting your 
local fabric store? It's the perfect combination! 
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WIIV this bumper 
selection of fabrics! 

This month our Star Letter winner will reeeive 
a bumper seleetion offabries from Minerva 
Crafts worth £50. We also have £10 worth for 
the runners up. For more stitehing goodies^ 
visit WWW. minervacrafts. com 





Show&Tell 


Share your latest stitchy 
triumphs with sew! 


star Letter 



'Your patterns 


have really helped 

me upskill” 



I really enjoyed making the New Look 
6184 dress pattern from your April 
issue, using a denim-like yellow cotton. 

I feel particularly proud as I added 
sleeves, it’s the first time I have ever 
hacked a pattern. I wore it to my 
local community festival last week 
and received so many compliments. 

I felt completely comfortable in it as it 
fitted me, and the occasion, perfectly. 
Your patterns have really really helped 
me upskill. Next HI make the Georgia 
blouse from the July issue, with Liberty 
fabric. I picked up my first copy of Sew 
at the station at the beginning of a long 
journey from London to Scotland. I’m 
very happy to have found you! 

Amber Alferoff 

This is a stunning dress, we iove the 
coiour. Beautifui work. Amber. 




Join 

team SCW! 

Want to share a nifty trick or piece 
of advice with your fellow stitchers? 
Join in the fun by sending your comments, 
tips and a photo of yourself to carolyn. 
kirkpatrick(a)aceville.co.uk 


Stephanie Marsh 

I made a rain mac with 
coordinating bandana for my 
dog, Sally. 


O'tucct 

'Revbds her top 
dressmaking tip on 
page 24. 


Get in toueh Write in and share your creations, tips and views 


Charlotte 
Jessica Blakey 

I made this unique 
wall art from 
upcycled clothing! 


Carrie Davies 
Bateman 


@AiryFairyH 

(g)SewHQ Here’s a 
quilt that I made for 
my niece. 


This hobby horse is 
the result of using 
up all my odd socks. 


@Sarah VonSew 

(a)SewHQ For Father’s Day I 
upcycled my husband’s old 
football shirt into a top for 
our little girl! She loves it! 


^ S4cpAy ^ra4(er 

Gives us advice on 
Stowing our stitehy 


stash on page 70, 


Caropjn 


Talks about using 
oileloth on 
page 82. 


THIS MONTH’S READERS 



Carolyn. kirkpatrick 
(a)aceville.co.uk 


Facebook.com/ 

sewhq 


Twitter 

(a)sewhq 



Dear Sew, Sew Magazine, 

1 Phoenix Court, Hawkins Road, 
Colchester, Essex, C02 8JY. 
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Show 


The definitive events for anyone with 
a love of stitch and creative crafts. 

Supplies, workshops 
and textile art. 


Alexandra Palace, London 

7-n October 2015 

Open 5 days 

Simmonscourt, RDS, Dublin 

12-15 November 2015 

Harrogate International Centre 

26-29 November 2015 


Tickets and information from 

www.theknittingandstitchingshow.com 
01473 321 872 


*Volld on odult tickets m advance only, or off concessrons. 
Terms & conditions ond £1.50 booking fee applies 


Knitting - Crochet - Dressmaking “ Embroidery * Patchwork & Quilting 
Sewing * Home Furnishing - Beadwork * Cross Stitch 
Feltmaking - Lacemaking - Tapestry - Weaving, Spinning, Dyeing 


Image: Michala Gyetvai 


Workshops and Lectures 
in association with: 


UPPER 

STREET 

EViNTS 


twistedthread 





DRESS TO TUNIC REWORK 



Yourfreegift in association with 2|djy S^OforiTI 


sewstyle 




Including 


Your 

PATTERN 


NEWLOOK 6035 


The Office To Evenin 
Collection 


‘^his 

pattern can 
take you 
from day to 


wow-wear 
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Your free gift 


Workit... 


NEWLOOK 6035 



5 great garments! 

Your FREE New Look 6035 


pattern is a complete wardrobe 
pack including mix and match 
elements for your ideal outfit. 

The pattern includes an easy vest top with 
gathered neckline detail, plus an A-line skirt 
and tailored trousers, both with a side zip 
fastening. Finish the look with a blazer in 
two styles, featuring contrasting cuffs and 
patch pockets. 


Make in tonal 
shade^or 
theomce 


Sew anou^ that worksfor you! 



Style A&B 

blazer options 

• Stitch a classic blazer 
for office attire. 

• Patch pockets and contrast 
cuffs create an on-trend look. 


style C - simple top 

• A bound neckline 
and armholes mean 
no tricky facings. 

• Add a pretty gathered 
detail to the front neckline. 


D 



style D - A-line skirt 

• The A-line shape flatters 
most figure types. 

• Make up in casual linen 
or a printed poplin. 



YOUR STYLE 
OPTIONS 


Style E - tailored look 


• These smart trousers offer a 
straight style with belt loops. 


• A side zip creates a flattering 
smooth appearance at the 
front of the garment. 
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Go hold for 
a weekend 
or after 
hours look 


“Collars are 


touch to a 
necMme” 


Dressmaking guru 
Wendy Gardiner 
shares her tips on 
creating crisp collars 


Anatomy of a collar 

A collar has three layers: the top layer, 
called the collar or upper collar, the 
bottom section, named the under collar 
or facing, and the interfacing in 
between. Some collars are made in one 
piece, where the under collar is an 
extension of the upper collar, so the 
outer edge is a fold rather than a seam. 

Added support 

In most cases, the interfacing is fused to 
the upper collar so that it acts as a 
cushion against all of the seam 
allowances. To reduce bulk, trim away 
1.3cm from around the edges of the 
interfacing before applying it to the 
wrong side of the upper collar sections. 

stitching together 

With the fabric pieces right sides 
together, start sewing at the centre 
back and work towards one front edge. 
Start at the centre back again to stitch 
the other side of the collar. At corners or 
sharp curves, use a smaller stitch for 
2.5cm either side. For very sharp 
corners, take one stitch diagonally 
across the point. 

Trimming and grading 

This is an important step to ensure a 
professional looking, crisp collar. Grade 
the seam allowances by cutting the 
under collar allowance to 3mm and the 
upper one to 6mm. Notch curved collars 
by taking little wedge shapes out of the 
seam allowance and cut corners at an 
angle close to the stitching. 

Pressed to perfection 

Before turning the collar out, iron 
on both sides. Then press the seam 
allowances open with the under collar 
side facing up. Turn through using a 
point turner. Press the collar again. 


Creating perfect collars 



Tefal GV7555 
steam generator 
iron, £199.95, www. 
johnlewis.com 


ilse.^eo(L 


Vilene lightweight interfacing, email 

crafts(a)stockistenquiries.co.uk or 
call 01453 883581 for stockists. 




MAKE SURE YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TOOLS FOR THE JOB 


jyi&ccse. sutps 


Fiskars curved 
embroidery scissors, 
£12.50, WWW. 
sewessential .CO. u k 


Bamboo point 
turner, £1.50, 

www.simplicit\ 

newlook.com 


eJ' ccPrn^S 
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Your free gift 



HOW I MADE IT 

Dressmaker Vie Millard 

tries out New Look 6035 

• Beginners nnay want to experinnent 
with cutting and fitting the collar of the 
jacket before using expensive fabric. 
Transfer all markings clearly to the 
fabric from the pattern pieces, in order 
to construct the collar. Large and small 
dots can be identified by using different 
coloured tacking threads. 

• Don’t pull the belt carriers on the skirt 
too tight when joining the waist facing. 
Interface the top layer of the facing 
when using lighter fabrics 

• Create different looks by trimming 
and decorating the hem line with 
purchased trim or machine embroidery. 


DESK TO 
DINNER 

VAMP IT UP FOR AN 
EVENING LOOK ^ 



* 

* 

i 

♦ 

» 
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Clutch bag, 
£29.50, Marks 
& Spencer 


\ 



Pink beaded 
necklace, £10, 
Allusions at BHS 


Carlton London 
Kyna court 
shoes, £34.99, 
Stylistpick 



the haherdashery 



Cotton sateen 

A bold print like 
this Jardin stretch 
cotton sateen in 
Magenta is sure to 
turn heads. Priced 
£12.99 per metre, 
www.minerva 
crafts.com 



Ditsylawn 

stitch your top in 
a light and floaty 
cotton lawn, like 
this one priced 
£13.99 from 
www.minerva 
crafts.com 



Plain cotton 

We chose a plain 
stretch cotton in 
Cerise which has 
a slight sateen 
finish. Priced 
£7.99 per metre, 
www.minerva 
crafts.com 
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Necklace, £25, Autograph at M&S 
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ATTERN 

HACK: 

Hf Extend 
^mthesMrt 
ml length if 
m desired 4 


MONTH’S 

FREE 

PATTERN 


Your go to 
weekend top 


Behind 
the seems 




Create a versatile outfit with 
your FREE New Look 6302 
pattern. This easy shift 
dress and bomber jaeket is 
super stylish. 

On sale 28 th August 


NEED AN 

ALTERNATIVE SIZE? 

If you like New Look 6035 and want something 
in a fuller figure size range, take a look at 
Simplicity 1430 in sizes 14-22. You can purchase 
it for the special price of £4.05 (RRP £8.15) plus 
85p postage by quoting SEW1430R5 at 
www.simplicitynewlook.com upon checkout. Offer 
available from 31st July until 28th August 2015. 
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Sewing Bee judge 
May Martin shares her 
dressrnaJdng seerets 

C elebrate your size and sculpt your body by sewing 
great fitting garments that flatter your curves. 

The journey to a fabulous fit and finish is achieved 
through pressing along the way. Unpressed seams look 
messy and lack finesse, which can spoil the finish of a 
garment and how it hangs on the body. Always press as 
you sew and on the wrong side of the fabric if possible. 

The garment will have a smoother, crisper final finish. 

Top pressing tools 

There are several pressing aids that will help you deal 
effortlessly with those straight or shaped seams. A tailor’s 
ham is one of my favourite pieces. It fits snuggly into the 
curve at the bust of a princess seam or under the shaping 
created by a dart. Also try a seam roll, which slides under 
a seam and because you are pressing on a tube, the seam 
allowance does not make an impression on the right side 
of the garment. Either buy one or make your own. Do this 
by taking a cardboard tube from the inside of a fabric roll 
and cut to the length required. Wrap with a length of cotton 
interlining or towelling, then cover with a piece of cotton 
fabric. A piece of muslin can either be used dry to protect 
your garment while pressing, or wet to introduce moisture to 
steam fabric or seams. 

Be patient 

Taking care during construction of your garment will ultimately 
save time and frustration at the end of the creative process. 
Pressing a seam that is trapped either end in other seams is 
tricky. Also, invest in a chair with wheels. Lower your ironing 
board and move from sewing machine to board without standing 
up. The ironing board becomes another work surface and 
pressing will not seem such a chore! 


Until next month, 

Marhk^ 

For more dressmaking 
advice, pick up May 
Martin 's Sewing 
Bible: 40 Years of 
Tips and Trieks (£25, 
HarperCollins). 








Exclusive style advice 


PLUS SIZE PATTERNS EOR 



Stylish co-o 


Make three styles of boat 
neckline top, and a 
skirt or trousers in 


M 


Simplicity 1466 
Sizes 10-28 


FORM 

FITTING 

PRINCESS 

SEAMS 


matching fabric 
for a streamlined 
look. The narrow 
trousers 
elongate legs 
and look great 
on any figure. 


why not 
try? 


Simplicity 1363 
Sizes XXS-XXL 

THREE SLEEVES 
VARIATIONS 




style 



xsyithMayMartin 


EVERY EIGURE 




Panel dresses 

This Amazing Fit dress 
comes with pattern 
pieces for slim, average 
and curvy fit, and B, C, 
D and DD cup sizes. 
Princess seaming 
elongates the body and 
the A-line shape will 
skim hips. 


Simplicity 1458 
Sizes 10-28 





CREATE 
CONTOURS 
WITH A 
PANELLED 
BODICE 


Best of 
the rest 

Colette Patterns 
Hawthorn Dress 
Sizes 0-18 

SIMPLE BUTTON 
UP FRONT 



Wardrobe 
pack pattern 

The ‘V’ neck and under bust 
seaming draws the eye to one 
of the slimmest parts of the 
body. Soft folds of fabric flatter 
full hips or a round tummy. 
Team with knit leggings and 
a cropped jacket. 


THREE 
ELOATY DRESS 
STYLES 



STOCKIST INFORMATION 
For Simplicity patterns, visit 

www.simplicitynewlook.com, 
0161 480 8734. 

For Colette Patterns, visit 
www.sewbox.co.uk, 

01787 269366. 
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sew advice 


SimplicHy’ 

STYLE SCHOOL 

choose a modem rework of a vintage pattern 


Vintage is undeniabiy a big 
trend right now. Simplicity 
has a range of vintage-inspired 
patterns based on original 
designs from the decades, but 
resized to suit modern figures 
and sizing. And of course, 
include printed tissue pieces, 
clearly marked with notches, 
darts, button and zip placement 
lines to make construction that 
much easier! 



Simplicity 1459 is a darling vintage dress 
style with buttoned bodice, wide collar 
and a choice of sleeve options. It can be 
worn with bow belt, or dressed up with a 
cummerbund. Based on an original 1950s 
pattern, if you’re in love with retro style, 
get this on your make list right away! £8.15 


50 % 

OFF 


Buy Simplicity 1459 for the 
special price of just £4.05 
plus 85p P&P (rrp £8.15) from 

www.simplicitynewlook.com 

and quote SEW1459. Offer valid 
31st July to 28th August 2015. 


'‘Ad^an 
underskirt 
for full-on 
glamour^’ 


fwD I— 

If you prefer the | 

simpler silhouettes I 
of the 1960s, this I 

shift dress shouts 
swinging sixties. A 
classic shape, Jiffy 
1252 features two 
main pattern pieces 
for a simple to sew 
garment. It’s totally | 
versatile too, wear 
with a polo neck 
come autumn and 
opt for a lighter 
weight fabric for 
summer. £8.15 






r 




Head back to 
the 1950s with 
Simplicity 1166. 
This versatile pack 
includes a full skirt 
and blouse with 
button details. 

Tie at the front for 
casual chic, and if 
you fancy, stitch 
up the bra top 
too! £8.15 



1 


Shop more great patterns at www.simplicitynewlook.com 
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RIVERIASTYLE 




brother 

at your side 


Space 
to create 


With an extra-large 21 Omm (8.3”) of working space to the right of the 
needle any quilting or large sewing project can be handled easily. 

Our Square Feed Drive System (SFDS) ensures smooth uniform 
handling on all types of fabric. Packed with useful features and 
a huge variety of stitches, Brothers new long-arm range is the 
ideal choice. 


InnoV'is 1100 


A powerful and versatile machine to meet demanding 
sewing needs from dress making to quilting. Includes 
140 stitches, 10 button hole styles, 5 lettering styles 
and an automatic thread cutter. 



1 





InnoV'is 1300 

Includes all the great features of the 1 1 00 plus 1 82 
stitches, upper and lower case lettering, fully automatic 
thread tension and multi-directional sewing for large 
decorative stitches. 



i 


innov-ls 1800Q 


Includes an extra large wide table, 
232 stitches as well as our ICAPs 
system to ensure uniform stitching 
across varying fabric thicknesses, 
and the useful pivot function 
allowing the fabric to be turned 
while the needle is down 
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Download diagrams online 



LEARN WITH... 

‘MADE FOR YOU’ 


TIE TOP 


This i 920 s-inspired drop waisted top is easy to stitch and is made to your own measurements. 
First, create a bodice block to fit your shape using the instructions at www.sewmag.co.uk, then 
adapt it to create a loose-fitting style. The fabric needs to be lightweight and drapey - try a silk 
for an evening look paired with capri trousers and a pair of heels. 


Dimensions 

Custom sized 
Use a 1.5cm 
seam aiiowance, 
except for the 
neckline which 
is 1cm. 


1 Visit www.sewmag.co.uk to 

download the bodice block 
instructions and diagrams 
included in the issue 75 
template pack. Use these to 
draft a basic bodice pattern 
to your measurements. Once 
you have done this, alter it in 
the following way to create 
the tie top pattern. 

2 If you want to lower the 
neckline, lower point J. Or 
make it wider by moving K 
towards B. Add 10cm to the 
length of line JO, creating 
point L. Square across from 
L and extend line BH to 
meet this, creating point 
M. Check that line LM is at 
least 1cm longer than the 
top hip measurement (10cm 
below your waist) divided 
by four. If it isn’t, extend line 
LM from point M until it is. 

BH will create your armhole, 
eliminating the underarm 
curve for a slightly looser fit. 

H must be marked with a 
notch so you know where the 
armhole starts. 

3 If E on your block is wider 
than B, square across from 
L, in a parallel line to CE that 
is also the same distance, plus 
2.5cm, creating point M. Join 
M to B in a diagonal line. Make 
sure point G is transferred 
onto new line MB and mark 
it with a notch. Add a 1.5cm 
seam allowance to all the 
edges, except the neckline 
and fold line where you add 
1cm. Draw a fold line between 
J and 0, and the grain line 
position vertically. 


4 To make the band block, 
divide your top hip 
measurement by two and 
add 1cm. Draw a horizontal 
line that is this measurement; 
this will be line AB. Mark the 
centre of this line 0. Square 
down 11cm from 0, and label 
point F. Take your lower hip 
measurement (11cm below 
your top hip point) and divide 
by four and add 5mm. 

5 Starting from F, measure 
out this distance to the 
left, then to the right of F 
and draw a parallel line to 
AB. Label the points E and D 
respectively. Join up D to A, 
and E to B. Add a 1.5cm seam 
allowance to all edges. Mark 
the shorter edge ‘top’. Draw a 
grainline perpendicular to the 
two long edges. 

6 For the ties, take your 
top hip measurement 
and multiply by 1.7. Use this 
measurement to draw a 
horizontal line - this will be 
AB. From A, square down by 
10cm (width of band minus 
1cm), creating line AC. From B, 
measure back 60cm along line 
AB creating point E. Square 
down 10cm from E, creating 
point D. Join C to D in a line 
parallel to line AB. Then from 
D, draw a gently curved line 
that meets point B. Add a 
1.5cm seam allowance to all 
edges. Label line AB ‘top’. 

7 Cut two bodice pieces on 
the fold, one pair of bands 
and two pairs of ties from 
140cm wide fabric. Gather 
the bottom edge of the front 


and back bodices. Pull the 
gathers to half of your top hip 
measurement, then tie a knot 
in the thread ends. Evenly 
distribute the gathers [ 1 ]. 

8 Place the top edge of the 
band right sides together 
with the gathered edge of the 
bodice. Pin and stitch in place. 
Overlook or zig zag the seams 
and press up towards the 
bodice. Repeat with the back 
band and bodice [ 2 ], 

9 Place one pair of ties right 
sides together, pin and 
stitch down the long edges, 
keeping the short, straight 
edge open. Trim down the 
seam allowance and cut off 
the point. Turn out [ 3 ]. Press 
flat and tease the point using 
a pin. Repeat with the other 
pair of ties. 

Pin the ties to the front 
band, aligning the raw 
edges. The top of the tie 
(straight edge) should sit 
right up to the seam with the 
bodice. This leaves 1cm of the 
band extending out. Machine 
tack in place at 1cm [ 4 ], 

Place the front and 
back bodice right sides 
together. Pin the side seams 
from the armhole notch H 
(or G for the exception) to 
the hem, sandwiching the 
ties. Align the seams and 
edges. Pin in place and stitch. 
Overlook or zig zag the seams 
together, and press towards 
the back [ 5 ]. 

Align the shoulder seams, 
right sides together. Pin 
and stitch. Overlook or zig zag 


the seams together and 
press towards the back. 

At the armholes, working 
from the wrong side, press 
over 7mm, then a further 
8mm, clipping into the 
notch to allow the hem to 
sit flat. Edgestitch down. 
Overlook or zig zag the 
bottom of the band. Press 
over the remaining seam 
allowance and stitch 
in place. 

Measure the neckline 
on the bodice pattern 
(without seam allowances) 
and multiply by four. Gut a 
strip of fabric on the bias, 
measuring 3cm wide and 
as long as the neckline you 
just calculated, plus 2cm. 
Join the ends right sides 
together. Trim down the 
seam allowance and 
press open. 

Fold over 1cm along 
one edge of the bias 
strip. Press in place. Pin the 
unfolded edge of the bias 
strip right sides together 
with the neckline, lining 
up the seam on the bias 
with one of the shoulder 
seams. Stitch with a 1cm 
seam allowance [ 6 ]. Trim 
to 5mm. Press the seam 
allowance up towards the 
bias strip and understitch. 
Tuck the bias tape inside 
the neckline, rolling the 
top edge of the neckline 
so that you cannot see 
it. Press again and pin. 
Edgestitch the strip down 
to the neckline and press. 
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sew tutorial 



For more vintage-inspired 
patterns, sqq Sew Over 
It Vintageb)! Lisa Comfort 
(£15, Ebury Press). 

www.eburypublishing.co.uk 


mxt , 
month... 

Lisa Comfort’s easy jersey dress how-to. 
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sew style 


tove.'HuU- 



Native American 


“Take the look further 
by adorning your 
garments xmth woven 
trims, feathers 
and tassels " 




Steph Durrant, 5eiv Deputy Editor 





1 Stripe Jacquard fabric, £9.99 per metre, 

www.remnantkings.co.uk, 0141 418 0333. 

2 Dreams of Kandace, Etno by Art 
Gallery Fabrics, £12.80 per metre, 

www.misformake.co.uk 

3 Camel Blanket, Hapi by Amy Butler, 

£18.95 per metre, www.myfabrics.co.uk, 

0203 326 5482 

4 Indian Fever in Ochre combed cotton, 

£9.98 per metre, www.fabricrehab.co.uk 

5 Mojave Aloe, Morning Walk by Art 
Gallery Fabrics, £12.80 per metre, 

www.misformake.co.uk 

6 Decorative tassel in Yellow/Multi, £3.45 
each, www.bedecked.co.uk, 01544 350577. 

7 Spirit Animal in Indigo, £16 per metre, 

www.misformake.co.uk 

8 Woven ribbon Navajo 4 in Grey, 69p per 
metre, www.myfabrics.co.uk, 0203 326 5482. 

9 Cream Feathers flannel, £13 per metre, 

www.sewhot.co.uk, 0330 111 3690. 
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Annual Dress Making Competition 


To celcbrale our 7()lh Birthday our annual dress compelilion has laken on a I'elro theme. 


"file ( llialleiige: 

1 1 si a gorgeous Butlci'ick Fast tV; Kasy Retro ]>atteni we want you 

to make the classic Walkaway Dress. 

W lial you ii(‘0(l lo do: 

Working lo llie j>atlerii, using the faliric provided in the pack, 
vve want you to make the Walkaway Dress to a Ilk size 12. 

Choose your own bias and hiiltons to create llie llnish you vvanl 
and use your creativily lo atid any emhellislimenis lo I he dress, 
t'se youi’ imagiualion an<l go wild! 



BAMBER 

SI :\v I N(; VI Aci 1 1 \ t: ckm hf 


d h(‘ (*iilr\ pack: 

The eotnpelilion [lack contains ihe Rullerick Faltern and 4.5ni 
ol' fabric, vvorlli C28.0() for our special entry pi'icc of 1 1 7.1)1). 

(If yon don't want to enter the competition I nit just want lo take advanUigo of 
this special rate tun I make tlie di'ess you can do tliat too!) 


d I ic W a I kavvay I ) ivss 

ddic pm-Miiiaily pc>puiar psdteni Biillcrick 
claused i]u[lc a ssLi)" when h was niigiiially mlea-scd. Sales 
wtTC so ^al, that at mil' pniiil Biittmck ceased 
Manitladiirt* of all nlhor patterns until I he back^ordei's 
Ibr llii-s design emild he fiHed, 




Itiilhdav Evenls 2()lfi 

As well as our div.ss eompelition we are riinnitig a .serie.s of events 


1 low to enter: 

Or lo simply buy the pack 
you can call the shop on 
0161 707 7786 or visit our 
wellsite w tvw. barn bersevv.coin 

( lonipelitioii dalc.s: 

Opening dale Ist Seplember20l5 
(llo.sing tiale 9th March 2016 
J u (1 gi n g (I a I e 16th March 20 16 
Winners show mh March 2016 

W Itat you catj win: 

Isl Prize* Bernina 330 worlh £ 649.00 
2 n(l Prize* £I()() vvorlii of Vogue PatttMii voiielH'rs 
*?it] Prize £50 vvortli of Vogue Pattern vouctiers 

Idle judges: 

We arc |ileascd lo announce this years judges will be 
Sew Magazine ¥^i\\U)r Lorraine Luximon and Couture 
Expert and well known XeeXurw Lorna Knight. 


Idle style was christeue<i the vvalkavvav dre.ss. because it 
was so easy you rimUl “Start it after brr^aifasL.. ami 
imik mmy ia t) for ftme/iefifiS*\\h simple nallering wrap 
desigT) and easy eonstnuTion arc what makes I he ilress so 
cnduringly popular. 


Lfe 






and pmmolions throughout the ><'ar. 


lirollier Embroideiy Cla.sse.s Tlironghoiil June 

Mini Sewing Bee ' £5 entry ^ 7lli .Septemlier 

Artenioon Tea for past and present stall’ 28th September 

Quill ers Christmas Gift <jla.s.ses ^ 3'luTiiiglioul Novemlier 

For more details and lo book places keep an eye on our h’aeeliook aud website. 


Si'wirig Vltiehiti<“i wniiTt lo thunk our kiinl suppliers 
till- help ivilti our eiiiU|ieUlum. Butlenck Jitrliie iiHlIerii.H rind 
Oddit*s f<ir I be Cil irir. 



Pattern on test 


SimplicHy'1606 


We put this Amazing Fit 1950s-style 
tea dress pattern through its paces 

This Amazing Fit pattern emulates a vintage look by adding a big petticoat and creating a boned 
bodice. Create your own style from three options available. All have princess seams for a flattering 
fit and a full circle skirt. The pack includes separate pattern pieces for different cup sizes as well as 

fitting tips, making it even easier to fit as you sew. 


What is an 

Amazing Fit pattern? 

Simplicity expert Wendy 
Gardiner explains what 
makes an Amazing Fit 
pattern, so very amazing! 

Fit as you sew 

The idea behind Amazing Fit designs is that you 
can fit as you sew. The very first step is to take 
accurate measurements of your bust, high bust, 
waist and hip. Fill in the chart on the instruction 
sheet and then check the difference in 
measurement between high bust and bust to 
determine which cup size you need. Just as 
pattern sizes are not the same as high street 
sizes, nor is the cup size necessarily the same 
bra size you wear, so it is important to check 
these measurements. Once you know which 
bodice piece to cut out. you are ready to go. 

Adjustments made easy 

Once all the pieces are cut out and any pattern 
markings transferred, tack the garment sections 
together in order to try it on and check for fit. 

Any adjustments can then be made (there are 
step-by-step instructions to guide you) before 
the pieces are taken apart again, ready to sew 
together. It does take a bit longer to construct, 
but it means you can be confident that the fit is 
just right. 



Special offer! 

Order Simplicity 1606 for £4.05 
plus 85p postage (RRP £8.15). 

Visit www.simplicitynewlook.com 

and enter code SEW1606 at the 
checkout. Offer valid 31st July to 
28th August 2015. 



BONING., in simple steps! 


Staystitching the bodice 

First staystitch the centre front bodice 
piece to prevent it stretching as you work, 
then make up the bodice and press the 
seams to one side. Neaten the seam 
allowances. Attach halterneck straps to 
the bodice front Make up the lining in the 



Making casings 

To form the casings for the boning in the 
lining, stitch seam allowances together 
1.3cm away from the seams. Cut strips 
of boning to the length of the stitched 
casing, excluding seam allowances at the 
top and bottom. Insert then try it on. 



Adding the boning 

Cut off 6mm from either end, rounding the 
ends or adding end caps. Reinsert into the 
casings. Tack 1.5cm from the upper and 
lower edges, taking care not to catch the 
boning. Continue making up the dress as 
instructed in the pattern envelope. 
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“Bonmgis 
the secret of a 
great fittinq 
dress” 

The bodice of this dress is supported by 
boning which is added to the lines of the 
princess seams at the front and back, to 
help keep the dress in place. The most 
common type is nylon boning which is 
inserted into casings. You can also buy 
polyester boning which can be sewn 
through, and metal boning which might 
be straight or spiral. This is used for 
corsets, bridalwear and generally heavier 
garments that need greater support. 

the 

haberdashery 
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t Add a tiered 

"'yz net petticoat 
f' to recreate the 
retro 1950s look 





Floral print 

We made version A, the 
halterneck style, in a chintzy 
cotton from the Summer Loft 
collection by Gutermann. 
Priced £11.99 per metre, 
www.beadandbutton 
company.co.uk 
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Shop boning 

Create structured support 
with Rigiband boning, 60p per 
metre, www.abakhan.co.uk 

5ety reader 
Jenny says... 


: J* . 
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“Make your irmi your 
best friend. Iron as 
you go, every dart, 
seam, tuck and pleat!” 

Jenny O’Neil 



V 


4 



Visit us 


in-store or online and save 10% 


by quoting ‘SEWSEPT’ 
at the checkout 



aiasgow 30 Clyde Place^ Gla^ow, G 5 8 AQ 
Glasgow 146 Argyle Street, Glasgow, G 2 8 BL 
Edinburgh 169 Bonnlngton Road, Edinburgh, EH 6 5 BQ 
Falkirk 14 Cow Wynd, Falkirk, FKl IPL 
Hamilton 2 Cadzow Street, Hamilton, ML 3 6 DG 

www.remnant3djigsxo.iik 




Print full size 
patterns with an 
ordinary printer 


Measure 
UPy 


Build garments 
from templates 


Side Length 


From ACfoes Shot 


Join Hie HigitsI fabric 
pointing pevolistion with 

Fittingly Sew 2 

Computer aided pattern drafting 

Have fun designing well-fitting garments 
for every size and shape 


Back Arc 


Try out your fabrics 
on your pieces 


For Windows XP or later. 
See website for prices. 
Low cost upgrades from 
Fittingly Sew 1 available. 
Free technical support. 


Email files of pieces 
& fabrics to a fabric 
printing service 


Using reflections and 
effects, create exciting & 
unique fabric patterns 


Take a graphic 
image 


Tel 01691 828556 www.softbyte.co.uk info@softbyte.co.uk 


Measure 

cm 

From Centre Length 

lEB 

41 g 

Back Ceniie Length 

From Full Length 

44 3 

438 

Back Full Length 
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“I love looking to the past for 
inspiration when garment making 


A s you get more confident at 
making your own handmade 
wardrobe, it pretty much 
means you can stitch your own 
fashion. If you love the full 
circle skirts and fitted bodices of the ’50s you 
can go for it, or if a ’70s mini shift dress is more 
your thing then you can make and wear that 
too - pretty much anything goes. 

Although wearing genuine vintage 
clothes isn’t something that I usually 
do, I love looking to the past for inspiration, 
especially the construction techniques that 
were used in days gone by. Before overlockers 
and sewing machines with fancy edge 
stitching were commonplace, there were lots of 
techniques used to get a reaUy neat professional 
finish on garments. 

I’m a bit fussy when it comes to the 
inside of my handmade clothes and 

before I had an overlocker I used to spend ages 
doing extra techniques to neatly finish 
off* my seam allowance. Hong Kong or bias 
bound edges are really fun as it means you can 
add a bit of contrast colour or pattern on the 
inside. Simply press ready-made bias tape in 
hah* and sandwich it around the raw edge of 
your seam allowance and topstitch in place. 

Alternatively, you could edge 
stitch the seam allowances, which just 
means folding them under and topstitching 
the fold in place, just be careful not to 
accidentally sew your main garment, and 
only the seam allowance so that it's not 
visible from the outside. 

French seams are another favourite 
of mine and work really well on 
lightweight fabrics. Youjusthaveto 
concentrate to make sure you get the pieces 
around the right way. First stitch with the 
wrong sides facing, trim the seam allowance so 
its very narrow, press the seam fiat with right 
sides facing and stitch again - aU your raw 
edges will be completely hidden. 

Other beautiful, albeit time 
consu mi ng, techniques that will give your 
garment a vintage flair are bound buttonholes, 
rouleau loops and buttons and hand stitched 
hems. I’ve made a httle jacket that had 



Lauren talks 
vintage finishing 
methods and 
must-have tools 


hand bound buttonholes and they were very 
satisfying to make. I know that machines 
usually come with hemming feet now, but I 
actually really enjoy sitting down on the sofa 
after making a skirt or dress and hand stitching. 
I find it really relaxing! 

If you fancy having a go at a 
vintage-inspired garment, but aren’t 
Vintage sized’. Simplicity has a lovely range 
of patterns that are re-editions from decades 
gone by. One of my favourites is Simplicity 
1356, which is a Jiffy 1970s reversible wrap 
dress. It looks a bit similar to the hugely 
popular Walkaway Dress from this year’s 
Sewing Bee as it’s made from just three main 
pattern pieces and has no zips or snaps - it 
just wraps, perfect! 





busy 

doing... 


SIMPLICITY 1356, 

WWW.SIMPLICITY 

newlook.co.uk 


Have fun trying out 
traditional finishing 
techniques on your 
garments, such as 
French or Hong 
Kong seams. 


three 



Round 


Top pressing tools? 

A sleeve ironing board for 
a really neat professional 
finish. It makes it so much 
easier to get into 
awkward places. 

Top gadget? 

Prymn’s silicone finger 
guards to avoid singed 
finger tips. 

Dressmaking essential? 

A tailor’s ham, it’s great for 
rounding out the point of 
a dart perfectly. 


Lauren is supporting 
Sew Saturday! 
See p58 for details. 


Visit www.guthrie-ghani.co.uk 
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Essentials 

• Old dress 

• Contrasting fabric 

• Bias binding folder 

• Shank buttons 

• Coordinating sewing thread 

Dimensions 

Custom sized 



ch! 

dress to tunic 
rework 

Transform a much loved garment and give 
it a new lease of life 

We all have clothes that we love so much, hut we cau uo louger fit iu! 
But iustead of throwiug them out or replaciug them, Amauda Walker 
shows us how to make them look like uew agaiu. Usiug simple steps 
aud pretty hias hiudiug, she turued aheautifully embroidered dress 
iuto a fashiouable tuuic. You will have a revamped look iu uo time. 


rework a dress 

1 Unpick and remove any sleeves and put 
them to one side. Cut the armholes slightly 
lower to make them larger and create more 
room across the bust. Fold the dress in half 
through the centre back to find the exact 
centre if there is no seam. Cut along this fold 
to open up the garment. 

2 From a contrasting fabric, make a 4cm 
wide strip of bias binding by cutting at a 
45° angle from the selvedge. Make the strip 
as long as the armholes of the garment. Use 
a bias binding folder to fold in and press the 
edges twice. Encase the raw edge of the 
armhole inside the binding, and edge stitch all 
the way around. Repeat on the other side. 

3 Cut a 3cm wide strip from fabric the length 
of the bottom of the garment. Neaten one 
long raw edge. Matching raw edges, stitch 
this along the base of the dress, right sides 
together, using a 1cm seam allowance, to 
create a new hem. You can alter the length of 
the garment by varying the width of the strip. 


4 Cut two 8cm wide strips to the length 
of the centre back, plus 3cm. Neaten 


one long raw edge. Lay one on top of 
the centre back edge, right sides facing, 
matching the raw edges. Ensure 1.5cm 
of the strip extends over each end of 
the dress fabric. Pin and stitch the two 
together with a 1cm seam allowance. Press 
the trim back, away from the dress, then 
fold it in half right sides facing and stitch 
down the excess fabric at each short end. 

5 Trim the comers to reduce bulk, then 
turn the border out to the right side, 
pushing the comers into shape. The raw 
edge of the garment should lay inside the 
trim. Pin along the strip on the right side 
of the dress then secure by stitching the 
seam between the dress and the extra 
fabric on the right side of the garment. 
Repeat on the other centre back edge. 

6 Use the sleeve fabric set aside to 
cover three shank buttons, and stitch 
them on the right-hand side of the new 
back centre edge. Create corresponding 
buttonholes on the left. The remainder 
of the centre back can be left open for a 
looser fit, or more buttons can be added 
to close the entire back of the top. 


the haberdashery 


Self-Cover Buttons 



Decorative 

buttons 

Create your own 
embellishments. 
Priced £1.25, 
email crafts(a) 
stockistenquiries. 
co.uk for stockists. 



Rustic 

geometric 

Choose a unique 
print to customise 
your garment. See 

www.hantex.co.uk/ 

agf for stockists. 


El , 

sewmag.co.uk 


Jeans, model’s own 
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Use up your stash of pretty trims 
or bias binding and breathe new 
life into a wardrobe favourite! 


sewmag.co.uk 




whatever your sexmng 
problem^ our experts 
have the answer! 

Send your queries to Stephanie. 
durrant(a)aceville.co.uk 

W hen pattern matching, 
what seams should I 
concentrate on and how 
do I go about matching prints when 
cutting out? 

Cheryl Curtis 


Glaire- 

Louise 

Hardie 

trained as a 
costume designer 
and has been the 
sewing producer 
on all three series 
of the Sewing 
Bee. She also runs 
workshops at her 
sewing school The 
Thrifty Stitcher in 
Stoke Newington, 
www.thethrifty 
stitcher.co.uk 


Claire-Louise says 

Unless you’re making clothes or projects 
with straight lines, it’s impossible to 
pattern match the full length of most 
seams that are curved. For example, a 
pencil skirt is very curved between the 
waist and hipline, so you won’t be able to 
pattern match that area other than on the 
horizontal plane. However, you do want 
to match the pattern across this side 
seam from the hipline down to the hem. 

Think about whether 
thefabrichasa 
very bold motif 

The first thing to think about when 
matching patterns is whether or not the 
pattern runs in one direction, if you’re 
not sure, always follow the pattern layout 
for ‘with nap’ as this will ensure that the 
design runs from the top of each pattern 
piece towards the hemline. Next, think 
about whether the fabric has a very 
bold motif, like a flower, that runs in one 
direction from selvedge to selvedge. In 
this case, you need to cut each piece 
separately on a single layer of fabric, 
flipping the pattern over to mirror the 
shape of either side. 

For most patterned dressmaking 
fabric, it’s possible to cut the fabric as 
a double layer, making sure to identify 
the horizontal plane of the pattern, then 
using the seam notches to make sure this 
runs around the body matching across 



Colette Patterns Dahlia Dress, 
£ 11 . 95 , www.sewbox.co.uk 



the seams. For skirts, I always check the horizontal plane is matched 
from below the hipline across the side seam and centre back seam. 
For tops and dresses, I ensure the pattern matches horizontally from 
below the bust dart (there’s usually a notch here which will help you 
match up). 

If your fabric has a bold motif, and you’d like to match the seams 
through the centre of that motif, you’ll need to mark the stitching line, 
and place that onto the middle of the motif, rather than lining up the 
outside edge of your pattern. When doing this, I nearly always cut 
each piece singularly. 

Another important consideration with patterned fabric is its 
placement. For example, you may want to avoid having a large flower 
sitting on either side of the bust! I always try and centre a vertical 
pattern on the centre front of my garments, as visually it looks a little 
odd if you position it on either side of the middle of the piece. 
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sew advice 


H ow do I preshrmk fabric before 

sewing and can I predict how much 
it will shrink? 

Claire Dixon 



Elisalex 
De Castro 
Peake 

is one third of the 
trio who set up 
indie pattern label 
By Hand London. 
Based in the 
Capital, she loves 
the technical side 
of sewing. 

Read more at 
www.byhand 
london.com 


Elisalex says 

Preshrinking or prewashing fabric is as easy as bundling 
it into the washing machine and running it through a 
quick 30°C cycle before getting stuck into your sewing 
project. When you buy fabric new, it won’t have been 
washed in the same way that you would regularly 
launder your garments, so more often than not, and 
especially with natural fabrics such as cotton, linen and 
wool, the fibres will react by tightening up just a little 
when they go through ^ ^ 
their first wash. They will mm 
usually reduce by about 
3%. In order to prevent the 
beautiful new dress you 
just made from shrinking, 
it is vitally important to 
wash your fabric before 
it becomes a piece of 
clothing! I’ve gotten 
into the habit of sticking 
everything in the washing machine the moment I get 
home from fabric shopping. 

If you want to see how much your fabric will shrink, 
cut a square of cloth measuring 10cm square, run it 
through the washing machine, then measure it again 
after it has been washed. Please be aware, however, 
that certain fibres such as velvet and special silks should 
never be machine washed, but only ever dry cleaned, in 
which case, preshrinking is unnecessary. 


It is vitally 
important 
to wash your 
fabric before it 
becomes apiece 
ofelothing 



• There have 
been so many 
times I wish I 
had tacked in 
stitehing lines 



I love the tailored look that’s 
so fashionable. Are there any 
techniques that I could introduce 
into my everyday sewing? 

Jamie Bailey 


Ryan says 

Firstly, tacking is so important. It may 
take longer than pinning, and not 
everybody enjoys hand sewing, but 
I think it can really help to make the 
construction of a garment more precise. 
For example, if you are sewing a welt or a 
jet pocket into a jacket. Because you are 
layering three or more fabrics, sometimes 
the ones in the middle can move slightly 
when you sew, even if they’ve been 
pinned. There have been so many times I 
wish I had tacked in stitching lines when 
the chalk lines I had drawn before have 
faded or smudged! 

A really quick, simple way of tailoring 
shirts that you might have in your 
wardrobe or have previously made, 
is by taking in the side seams and the 
underarm seam. Simply pinch the fabric 
and measure the excess, lay the shirt on 
a flat surface and draw in a new stitching 
line. Sew and trim or overlook the excess 
fabric. Make sure, however, that you 
curve your new stitching line to the 
bottom of the cuff. I tend to do this a lot 
with shirts if I love the fabric but it isn’t in 
my size. Sometimes I just have to have 
them because of a fab print! 


[Guestexpert 



was the youngest 
contestant ever on 
The Great British 
Sewing Bee 
studies Fashion 
Design Menswear 
at Central Saint 
Martins. Follow 
him on twitter 
(g)ryan_walklett 
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sew style 



(Sew tove4... 

The Tank Dress by Sew 
Caroline is the perfect summer 
frock that you’ll want to make 
over and over. A true summer 
staple, it will ht perfectly into 
your everyday life. With no 
darts and closures it’s super 
simple to make too. Stitch it 
in cotton, voile, lawn, in fact 
it will look gorgeous sewn in 
an3Thing! 






Caroline also 
designs beautiful 
prints for Art 
.Gallery Fabrics. 


For stockists, visit www. 
hantex.co.uk/sewcaroline 
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pattern 

^ news 

Summer dress patterns from 
ourfavemaependents 


summer 
loving 

WethinkSylviebyClm^ne 

Haynes is qnite possiD y 

summer in dress form 

asnazzyborderprmto 

finished selvage bke an 

eyelet fabric for a 

head-turning look? 

Sylvie, £14'00 I 

www.thevillage 1 

haberdashery.co.uk 1 






mtroduemg... 

THE BETTINE DRESS 

New from Tilly and the Buttons, is the 
Bettine dress, which will see you through 
those long summer days in style. Ideal for 
beginners, the pattern is speedy to sew, with 
no fiddly fastenings or set-in sleeves. Make 
in a delicate floral viscose, or channel the 
utilitarian trend with a classic chambray. 
Like all Tilly and the Buttons 
patterns, Bettine includes jargon- 
busting instructions and colour 
photos - making it easy for you to 
create gorgeous clothes yon can be 
proud to say, T made it myself !’ 

Bettine, £12.50, I 

www.tillyandthebuttons.com | 


NEW PATTERN 
DOWNLOAD 

Zeena from By Hand London is an 
infinitely versatile dress that will take 
you from da3Time to party time without a 
hitch. With sweet little box pleats to cinch 
the waist and kimono sleeves, make like 
a lady with a knee length pleated skirt, or 
dare to bare and cut it short - but always 
keep things practical with side 
\ seam pockets! 

' Zeena, £9, I 

www.byhandlondon.com I 
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Sew/ Soi^e4ki^g 

The Stratford upon Avon Se\A/ing Emporium 

F^b/rCs, 

w/o^rksMps NEW 
S^ou He So*v\e4Aiv\g 

[?reS5>^^k'ing 

3 The Minorles, Strotford upon Avon, CV37 ANF 0170? 330508 

www.sewmesomething.co.uk 
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Littte.Se®ret..r. 


Eryoy a surprise sewing project, 
t^eautmiUy delivered to your door 
every month. 

Each parcel includes: 

’ Full scale Se re-usahle pattern 

• Simple to follow instructions 
■ All fabrics included 

• Free postage 

Monthly cost J&18.90 or £99 for 
abc months (when paid in fhll> 
For fun details go to.*, 
uAJvw.o^iafidseyv ingcat.com 



Suppliers of mail order fabrics for over 40 years 
we source beautiful fabrics from 
Britain, Europe and rest of the world. 

1st Place Best Independent Northern Retailer 
3rd Place Best Online Retailer 

It's easy to buy and it^ all delivered to your door 
Buy on fine at wvvw.croftrn ill.co.uk or via our Mail Order Catalogue 
Telephone 01282 059281 [ lF@CroftMll I Fabric | Bfacebook/Croft-Mill-Fabnc 

- - ^ 
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Success every time. 


y'' Prym Love - 

Super easy sewing fun! 

The Prym Love collection with 
five colour schemes offers exclusive 
fabric designs and matching 
accessories to create colourful 
and cute models from head to toe. 

Fabric mix packs \with patterns 
and instructions as well as 
lovingly designed accessories 
offer a great diversity of 
combinations - from reversible 
skirt and t-shirt to the matching 
espadrilles. 


Creative sewing has never been so easy] 

Co ntact: n ichol as,bralant@prym * consumer com 

www.pry rri-c0 n$u mer.coin 


E3 ^Love:^ 
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^fj^onimload pattern online 


Essentials 

• Cotton chambray, 

70cm X 120cm 

• Printed cotton, 20cm x 30cm 

• Bias binding, 1.2cm 
wide, 150cm 

• Button 

• Coordinating embroidery 
thread 

• Coordinating sewing thread 

• Air-erasable pen 

Dimensions 

5 to 6 years 
Chest: 60cm 


IflaAjey ci' 


painter ’s smock 

Protect your little artist from getting 
mucky with our simple cover-up 


Length (shoulder 
to hem): 55cm 


If you have a budding Picasso or Monet in your midst, then this handy smock 
by the Belle and Boo team is the ideal make for keeping their clothes clean and 
paint free. Stitch with just a metre and a half of cotton chambray, add some patch 
pockets using sweet bunny print fabric, then let them unleash their creativity, safe 
in the knowledge you can just pop it in the wash when they’re done. 


Stitch an apron 

1 Download the pattern from www.sewmag. 

co.uk and print. Cut one front on the fold 
and two backs (one reversed) from cotton 
chambray, plus two pockets from printed 
cotton. Neaten each of the side and shoulder 
edges of the front and back pieces with a 
zig zag or overlooking stitch. Following the 
markings on the paper pattern and using an 
air-erasable pen, transfer the neck pleat lines 
and the positions of the two pockets onto the 
front piece. 

2 Neaten the top edges of both pockets with 
a 1cm double hem. Press back a 1cm turning 
along the side and bottom edges of the 
pockets, then press back 1cm at each bottom 
corner [ 1 ]. Following the pocket position 
markings, pin them in place on the smock 
front. Tack, then machine stitch, 3mm from 
the folded edges [ 2 ]. 

3 Fold the left-hand pleat line inwards so that 
it lies along the centre pleat line. Pin it in 
place, then tack through all the layers, along 
the folds and neck edge to secure. Do the 
same with the right-hand pleat line to make 
a double pleat [ 3 ]. 

4 Place the two back smock pieces together, 
with right sides facing, matching up all the 
raw edges. Mark a point 20cm down from 
the neck, then pin the two pieces together 
between the marked point and the hem. 

Tack, then machine stitch, taking a 2cm seam 
allowance. Press the seam open, then press 
back a 2cm turning along both sides of the top 
opening [ 4 ]. 

5 Working from the right side, stitch down 
the left turning, 5mm from the inside edge. 
When you reach the end, turn the fabric 90° 
and sew 1cm across the seam. Reinforce the 
opening by sewing backwards, then forwards 
again, then sew down the right turning. 

6 Trim 5mm off the top at each side of the 
neck edge to create a smooth curve. With 
the right sides facing, pin the front and back 
together at the shoulder and side edges. 
Machine stitch, taking a 1cm seam allowance, 
then press the seams open. Turn out. 


7 Neaten the neck edge of the smock with 
bias binding. Leaving a 1cm overlap, open 
out one folded edge. Matching the raw edges, 
tack the binding all round the neck edge, 
stretching it slightly so that it fits comfortably 
around the curve. Trim the end, leaving a 1cm 
overlap. Stitch along the open fold line, then 
trim and tuck in the raw end. Turn the other 
edge of the tape over to the reverse and tack 
it down. Slip stitch along the folded edge, just 
inside the stitch line [ 5 ]. 

8 Open out one edge of the binding as for 
the neck and fold back a 1cm turning. Tack 
the fold in line with the underarm seam, then 
tack the binding all round the armhole edge, 
stretching it to fit. Trim the end, leaving a 1cm 
overlap. Machine stitch along the open fold 


line, then turn the other edge of the binding 
over to the reverse and tack it down. Slip 
stitch along the folded edge. Repeat. 

9 Make a hand stitched button loop 
on one side of the neck edge using 
three strands of embroidery thread. Make 
four fairly loose straight stitches as the 
foundation bar. Hold the needle under the 
bar and loop the thread behind it from left 
to right. Pull the needle through over the 
thread and gently pull the thread up and 
back to make a small ‘purl’ on the outside 
edge. Alternatively, make a machine 
stitched button loop. Sew a button securely 
on the opposite edge [ 6 ]. Finish the bottom 
edge with a 1cm double hem, stitching 
3mm from the inside fold. 
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For further playtime projects, grab a 
copy of Belle & Boo S Is For Sewing 
(£16.99, Quadrille). Illustrations by 
Mandy Sutcliffe. Projects by Lucinda 
Ganderton and Lisa Pendreigh, 
otography by Laura Edwards. 
www.quadrille.com 


Boo print 


This adorable Ditsy Boo 
screen printed poplin 
is perfect for the patch 
pockets on this art 
smock. Priced £19 
per metre, visit 
www.belleandboo.com 


Denim chambray 

Cotton chambray is 
ideal for this sweet 
make, priced £12 
per metre, 

www.plushaddict.co.uk 
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Essentials 

• Main fabric, 30cm x 50cm 

• Contrast fabric, 30cm x 50cm 

• Wadding, 30cm x 50cm 

• Bias binding, 120cm 

• Elastic cord, 10cm 

• Large button 

Dimensions 

18cm X 24.5cm 


quilted 
clutch hag 

There’s plenty of roonn for your essentials 
in this little-bit-fabulous clutch 


This stylish geometric clutch bag could not be easier to stitch. And 
it’s all about the fabric - choose a favourite print, then just lightly 
quilt around the design. Add an elastic loop buttonhole and all your 
contents will keep nice and safe wherever your travels take you! 





To make the clutch 


more sturdy, back each 
fabric with a lightweight 
^ interfacing. 


stitch a clutch hag 

1 Place the backing fabric face down and 
layer wadding and main fabric on top. Pin 
together. Machine stitch a series of parallel 
lines, 4cm apart bordering the design, from 
top to bottom. Sew a second set from side 
to side. Trim down to 25cm x 45cm, centring 
the pattern. Draw around a saucer in each 
top corner on the wrong side, then cut along 
the curves to make a flap [ 1 ]. 


2 Neaten the short straight end with 
contrast bias binding. Fold up 17cm. 

Pin the side edges in place [ 2 ], then tack 
together close to the edge. Fold 10cm of 
elastic in half and sew securely to the centre 
of the flap on the wrong side. 

3 Bind the side edges and the flap. Sew a 
large button to the centre front, 4cm up 
from the bottom edge, ensuring the elastic 
fits round it [ 3 ]. 
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Blouse, £12.90, Uniglo, jeans, model’s own 
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We used Make Stitches 
Candid from the Maker 
range by Art Gallery 
Fabrics. Visit 

www.hantex.co.uk/agf 

for stockists. 
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Retro print 






sewmag.co.uk 




sewbdrx.co.uk" 

On-line stockists of Liberty fabrics - Including Liberty 
Tana Lawn, Poplin, needlecord and Lifestyle. 



‘v,-- . 

'Indie' dressmaking and crafting patterns - Hot Patterns, Colette, 
Serendipity Studio, Sewaholic, Gather, By Hand, Christine Haynes, 
Kwik Sew, Bluegingerdoll, Cake, Victory, Vogue, Modkid, Tilly & 


the Buttons, Simple Sew, Eliza M, Papercut and more .... 
For amazing offers go to 

www.sewbox.co.uk 


Lee Mill Fabrics 

10,000 FAST DELIVERED FABRICS 


2 1 3 Oxford Street, Swansea SA I 3BG 01792 468504 info@leemillfabrics.co.uk 



At Lee Mill Fabrics we pride ourselves on our ability to source quality fabrics at low prices. 


We have OVER 10,000 FABRICS 
to choose from, making us one of the largest fabric stores 
in South Wales. Call us today and prepare to be dazzled! 

www.leemillfabrics.co.uk 



sew 

BEST INDEPENDENT 
HABERDASHERY STORE 



IN WALES 


.. 

3rd Place 

- 

201V 
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sew people 


“I love the line drawings 
on vintage dress patterns” 


I have been having a wonderful time 
recently travelling up and down the 
country seeing friends and family. 

My husband and I have managed 
to visit London, Glasgow and 
Edinburgh, visiting flower shows, university 
friends and my previous craft group in 
Edinburgh. We even managed to sneak in 
a lunch with some of the Sewing Bees in 
Birmingham, with the lovely Lauren Guthrie 
allowing us to run riot in her shop for an 
afternoon. I am mentally calm, though a little 
physically exhausted! 

My plans for the rest of the month are 

therefore to try and take it easy as much as 
possible. Whenever I think of ‘taking it easy’ 
my mind always goes to the more traditional 
crafts. I have been doing lots of patchwork for 
the nursery, including cushions and blankets 
for the little one. I was first introduced 
to English paper piecing by my partner’s 
mother and always go back to it when I need 
something to sew that is portable and doesn’t 
use a lot of brain power. 

I have also been attempting to use up 
some of my fabric stash, and patchwork 
is the perfect way in which to do this. I often 
buy too much material for the project I’m 
currently making especially if I don’t have 
the pattern with me. Unfortunately, this 
leaves me with the predicament of having 
lots of leftover fabric. Of course I don’t want 
to just throw this fabric away, but the pieces 
are often too small to make garments from. 

This has become more of an issue 
recently as we have converted my sewing 
room into a nursery. All of my hidden fabric 
has had to face the light of day, and it’s rather 
daunting to be honest. I think I’ll be able to 
hide some of it back in the nursery until our 
little one is older, but knowing that it is all 
there hangs over me and makes my brain feel 
unprepared to do any sewing. 

Thankfully, I have begun to use up 
some of this fabric, beginning with a 
vintage Style 1156 pinafore pattern. I love 
the line drawings on vintage patterns, 
though I don’t often buy them for myself, 
and although I would describe my style as 



Deborah on sewing 
vintage and using up 
her fabrie stash 



Deborah loves a vintage 
pattern. Why not try 1590 
based on an original 1940s 
blouse pattern, £8.15, 

www.simplicitynewlook.com 


including vintage elements, I have a very 
limited selection of them. Perhaps it is 
because I don’t carry my measurements with 
me. A lot of vintage patterns are not multi- 
sized (they only contain one dress size) so 
if you don’t know your own measurements 
when you’re out and about, it’s hard to be 
confident that you have bought the right 
one. Although I may be a master at the 
overlapping of patterns. I’ve never tried 
grading up or down a size. 

Luckily, when looking at the sizing of 
the pattern, it was only out by a small 
margin across the bust. Therefore I split the 
difference of this increase and added it to all 
affected areas. As my fabric already had some 
stretch, I knew I should be able to get away 
with the skirt. I love this pinafore, and hope 
that it won’t be the last truly vintage pattern I 
have a go at. This means that I have succeeded 
in my #vintagepledge, to complete one item of 
clothing from a vintage pattern this year! The 
Vintage Sewing Pattern Pledge is being hosted 
bywww.astitchingodyssey.com and 
www.kestrelmakes.com - why not have a go? 



Quick-fire round 

Pencil or circle skirt? Pencil 

Vintage chic or bold retro? 

Bold retro 

Patchwork or quilting? Patchwork 
Fabric or pattern shopping? Fabric 

Early bird or night owl stitching? 

Night owl (although I fall asleep 
before I get the chance these days!) 


► 


For more from Deborah, follow her blog at www.dfabricate.blogspot.co.uk 


◄ 
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This ocean worthy fabric should dehnitely be your hrst port of caU when 
stitching a statement frock this season. Dive head first into a great selection 
of plain or bold prints and create stunning pieces that are sure to make an 

impact in your wardrobe. 



Scuhafahric 
is this season’s 
hottest trend 


“Test your stitching 
skills and create a 
fun garment using 
cmeofthesehold 
printed neoprenes ” 

Ann Robinson, 
iliSUiUl Abakhan 


FABRIC PICKS 




1 Marble Digital Print 
Scuba Purple 

2 Vivid Digital Print 
Scuba Green 

3 Vivid Digital Print 
Scuba Pink 

4 Painted Flowers Digital 
Print Scuba Multi 

5 Lilies Digital Print 
Scuba Grey 

All featured fabrics are 
available from Abakhan 
for £6.35 per metre, 

www.abakhan.co.uk 


m , 
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print & colour 

The Cath Kidston AW15 collection is in 
store now -purses at the ready! 


The unmistakable nostalgie prints and whimsical over that archive. “The range was inspired by the 

designs of Cath Ki dston can be found gracing kitchen concept of modem vintage, reworking some of our 
worktops, sewing rooms and wardrobes in homes favourite prints from seasons past into new, modem 

across Britain, and overseas, making it hard to believe colourways. Classic C ath Kidston designs have been 
that just over 20 years before, the brand was merely given another well-deserved season in the spotlight,” 

the concept of a country-bom English designer. Design Director Christine reveals. 

Since then, the Cath Kidston team has produced Here we take a closer look at the trademark florals, 

hundreds of print designs and this autumn/ spots and novelty prints, reworked, reloved and in 

winter, the collection takes a reflective look back store, ready to capture your imagination once more! 
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'‘Pretty^ feminine florals 
will always he at the heart '' 

Director of Design, Christine Hafsten, takes us behind 
the scenes at the Cath Kidston studio 


""T have always been passionate about design 
and in partieular, print. I grew up in Oslo, 
Norway, in a very ereative family. My mother 
is a very keen gardener, and being surrounded 
by English flowers lik e country roses and 
foxgloves kick-started my passion for classic 
floral prints. I completed a Master of Fine Art: 
Fashion Print degree at Central St. Martin’s in 
London, and while studying, I was lucky enough 
to be selected for an internship at Alexander 
McQueen, which cemented my passion for 
design. I have also 
worked for prestigious 
brands Louis Vuitton 
and Burberry. 

“I was thrilled when 
I was approached 
by Gath Kidston to head up the print team, 
and I was promoted to Design Director last 
December. With print at its heart, I had always 
wanted to work for the company, so I felt I had 
really obtained my dream job! I don’t believe in 
luck, rather in hard work, and long term goals. 
“Gath Kidston is the home of modem vintage, 
and since our brand was bom in 1993, we have 
looked to vintage ideas to create our own prints, 
which we use on products that fit into our 
customer’s modem lifestyle. Pretty, feminine 


florals will always be at the heart, but our 
offering also includes witty novelty designs. 
“The team looks for inspiration aU around, for 
example, our sausage dogs print was inspired 
by a visit to the office from designer Isabelle’s 
little dachshunds. We fell in love with them 
and began sketching them for a print right 
away! However, now that the brand is over 20 
years old, we are also in a position to revisit 
our extensive print archive. This is the first 
season that we have really focused on reworking 
and recolouring classic, iconic 
prints. Once we are happy with 
the aesthetics of each one, we 
play with colour to find the best 
combinations. We create them 
to sit together in groups rooted in 
the same inspiration, and develop colour stories 
based on tones that sit weU together in 
a range, while offering variety and choice. 

“This season we have added to our range of 
fabric. We stock most of our designs in cotton 
duck, oilcloth and some key prints in our new 
coated cotton, which is great for home crafting 
as it is wipe clean. I would recommend using the 
fabrics to stitch classic day dresses, fitted with 
sohd colour binding on the edges, and lovely fuU 
skirts with pleats at the waist.” 


“We focused on 
reworking classic 
prints” 



4 new releases! 

Your fabric shopping list is about to expand with 
these new season prints 



Woodland 

Falling leaves 
in green and 
golden tones. 
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Park Rose 

A signature 
floral in 
pastel hues. 
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Billie Goes 
to Town 

Inspired 
by Cath’s 
sealyham 
terrier, Billie. 



Available from www.cathkidston.com 
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''We felt it was time to give some 
of the existing prints another 
season in the spotlight ” 

Cath Kidston Brand Historian, Elisabeth Leester, on how 
the reworked range came about 


'^Gath's original designs were inspired by the 
prints and eolours other ehildhood; taking the 
vintage English style she grew up with and 
making it modem. Sinee the company was 
founded, we’ve branched out into different 
illustration styles and print 
subjects, and become 
bolder with colour along the 
way, too. Our product range 
has also expanded hugely as 
the company has grown. 

“The design team, which 
consists of 12 designers, 
searches for inspiration all over. Prints might 
be inspired by vintage finds, trips abroad, books, 
or images found online. They are always on the 
lookout for beautiful, unexpected colours and 
combinations; something that was particularly 
relevant to this collection. 


''The entire team was 
given carte blanche 
to choose their 
favourite prints ” 


“The original idea to revisit our print library 
came from Gath, after she visited a craft fair 
and met lots of customers wearing our old 
dresses and bags and was inspired to look again 
at prints from our past. We create so many new 
designs each season, and not 
all of them remain in the 
range for long. We felt it was 
time to give some of the 
existing ones that we’d 
missed another season in 
the spotlight. The entire 
team was given carte 

blanche to choose their favourite prints and 
rework and recolour them as they saw fit. 

They chose both fa mili ar favourites and rarities, 
very old designs and much newer ones, and the 
best re imagined versions made it into the 
final edit.” 


Brand Historian 
Elisabeth Leester ’s 


personalfavourites 


Posy 

This is the oldest ■ 

print in the collection, 
dating back to 
around 1998, so ^ 
we’re really fond of ' 
it. It was our first ditsy 
design and has been 
given a 2015 update 
with subtle tweaks to the 
artwork and fresh new colours. 






A runway success 
when it was 
first introduced 
for AWll, as 
it offered an 
equally beautiful 
alternative to 
our classic large 
scale florals. We’ve 
reworked it in a gentle 
grey and a rich berry red 
that’s always really popular. 


British Birds 



Spray Flowers 


This is probably our 
definitive midscale 
trailing floral - it 
was a bestseller 
when it launched in 
SS09, particularly 
on china and other 
kitchen products. This 
season it looks almost 
unrecognisable blown up 
to a bold new scale and given 
pops of neon colour on homewares. 



Gowhoy 


A classic print that 
everyone loves! 

First launched 
back in 2001, for 
AW15 it looks really 
fresh coloured 
up on a charcoal 
background with 
flashes of magenta 
pink and lime green. 
This season we’ve used 
it on fashion pieces rather than traditional 
accessories and homewares. 



Bloomshury 
Bouquet 

Another relatively 
recent print, it only 
dates back to SS13, 
but we think it’s so 
beautiful we just 
had to use it again. 

The artwork was 
inspired by traditional, 
large scale designs for 
upholstery fabric, so it looks 
quite bold and dramatic when used 
on accessories and fashion. 


REAL READER 


why Hove Cath Kidston! 


“Cath Kidston fabrics seem to 
work so well in any setting, be 
it contemporary, vintage or 
traditional. This is a peg bag I 
made using two Cath Kidston 
prints. The quality makes it 
such a pleasure to work with.” 
Amanda Barwick 
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''UseFveflch hflOtS to create an embellished purse ” 


Essentials 


• Linen fabric, 25cm x 40cm 

• Contrasting silk lining 

• Lightweight wadding 

• Felt, scraps 

• Six stranded embroidery 
threads, selection 

• Coordinating sewing thread 

• Crewel needle 

• Erasable marker pen 

• Embroidery hoop 

• Purse frame 


Dimensions 

13cm X 15cm 

Stitch a purse 

I Go to www.sewmag.co.uk 

to download the template. 
Print and trace onto card. 
Place it on linen fabric and 
draw around it. Place in an 
embroidery hoop. 

2 Cut out seven small circles 
from felt. Pin these in 
place on the linen, keeping 
them at least 8mm from 
the edge. Thread a crewel 
needle with one strand of 
embroidery thread and 
oversew each one in place, 
with small, even stitches. 

3 Thread the needle with 
three strands of thread. 
Starting with the central 
circle, surround each with 
a border of French knots. 
Change colour and outline 
with a second border, just 
outside the first. 

4 Using the picture as 
a guide, continue 
embroidering circles of French 
knots around the felt circles, 
and lines of French knots in 
between. Include pistil stitches, 
radiating out from the centres 
of the circles. 


There’s a whole family of knotted embroidery stitches, of 
which the French knot is probably the most well known. It 
forms a neat, round single knotted stitch that sits on the 
surface of the fabric, like a little bead. In this project, we have 
also used a variation called pistil stitch, with a straight line 
forming a little stalk, with the knot at one end. This versatile 
stitch can be used as an accent, worked in lines, or clustered 
together. They are generally used alongside other stitches, 
but in this project they are given a starring role. 


5 When the embroidery is 
complete, remove the fabric 
from the hoop, place face down 
on a folded towel, and press with 
a hot iron to remove any creases 
in the fabric. 

6 Cut around the embroidered 
front section of the purse. 

Using the original card template, 
cut one piece from linen for the 
back, two from silk lining and two 
from lightweight wadding. Mark 
points A and B on both the linen 
and the lining. 

7 Tack one piece of wadding to 
the wrong side of each linen 
piece, stitching with an 8mm seam 
allowance. Place these right sides 
together and stitch the sides and 
base between the points marked A. 
Repeat for the two lining pieces. 

8 Take one corner of the outer bag 
and match the side and base 


seams, flattening it to form a triangle. 
Measure 3cm up from the tip of the 
triangle and mark a line across the 
corner at this point. Stitch along this 
line. Cut off any excess, 8mm from the 
stitching. Repeat with the other corner 
of the outer bag and the inner lining. 

9 Turn the outer bag out and place 
it inside the lining, right sides 
together. Pin and stitch the two flaps 
of the bag together. Leave a gap 
between points B on one side. Turn 
the bag out through the gap, then tuck 
in the seam allowance on the opening 
and slipstitch closed. 

^ Use the point of a scissor blade 

I to push the edge of one side of 

the bag top up into the gap of a purse 
frame. Using three strands of embroidery 
thread, stitch through the holes in the 
frame, and through all layers of fabric, 
in back stitch. Repeat on the other 
side. Add a wrist strap if desired. 


PISTIL 
^ STITCH 

1 Bring the needle up 
through the fabric at 
the bottom of the stalk. 
Hold the thread taut 
between your finger 
and thumb, take the 
needle under the 
thread and wrap it 
around three times. 




' 1 Insert the needle 
^ back through the 
fabric at the place where 
you want the French 
knot to be positioned. 



3 Pull the needle to 
tighten the knot. 
Repeat the process to 
create a series of knots 
and stalks. 
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sew tutorial 
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You need both hands to work .1 
French knots: one to manipulate \ 
the needle and the other to hold 
i the thread taut. Stretch the fabric 
[ in a hoop 6r frame to help. i 


Download templates online 


Essentials 

• Liberty fabric 

• Coordinating thread 

• Watch face, 2cm wide 

• Clear press studs, 5mm, two 

Dimensions 

5cm X 33cm 


QoULcL SHfok 

Liberty watch 

Make your own designer time piece 

This stylish watch by Louise Nichols is so easy to stitch and only 
requires a few strips of your favourite Liberty print. The straps are 
attached to the watch face using poppers, which means you could 
make them in a whole range of interchangeable colours and designs. 



sew aLiberty watch 

1 Download the templates from 
www.sewmag.co.uk and print. Cut four 
shapes from fabric. Place two pieces right 
sides together and stitch using a 5mm seam 
allowance, leaving the flat end open. 


2 Clip the curves, trim the corners and turn 
through the gap. Turn in, press and hand 
sew the opening shut using coordinating 
thread. Repeat for the remaining strap pieces. 


3 


Push one of the straps through the top bar 
of a watch face. Thread through, folding 


the shorter end under by about 7cm. Repeat 
with the other piece, then sew a press stud on 
both straps so it fastens the shorter section 
underneath the longer one. To wear, simply 
tie around your wrist. If you require a longer 
length, elongate the strap templates. 


sewmag.co.uk 




daylight™ products for stitching 

I 




Discover 
daylight™ 

sewing 
machine 
lamp 

DN1180 daylight™ 



www.daylightcompany.com 




FABRICS I HOBBY | HOME 


.for Inspiration & Creativity! 


® Dressmaking Fabrics 
@ Sewing Essentials 
@ Trimmings & Haberdashery 
@ Sewing Patterns 
@ Curtain & Furnishing Fabrics 
® Crafts & Hobby 
@ Craft Fabrics 
® Knitting & Crochet 


@ Sewing & Craft Classes 
@ Free Demos at all stores 

Follow us on... 

f abakhan.fabrics abakhanfabrics 
0 abakhanfabrics # abakhanfabrics 


Buy these fabrics online at www.abakhan.co.uk 

North Wales ® Birkenhead ® Chester ^ Liverpool @ Manchester ® Preston ® Bolton p Hanley 

- AS 
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For more machine reviews, 

see www.sewmag.co.uk 


If you want to combine regular sewing 
with beautiful machine embroidery, 
there are a number of innovative models 
on the market. As well as a large sewing 
space, built-in designs and uncountable 
editing features, many also include top 
features to enhance your stitching, such 
as top and bobbin thread 
sensors, a needle threader 
and a drop-in bobbin. 

Additionally, software 
can often be downloaded 
from your PC through a 
USB connection, so the 
possibilities are endless. 


TRY FREE MOTION EMBROIDERY 



SINGER FUTURA XL-400 


^ 1,999 

JANOME MC9900 


^ 1,799 



HUSQVARNA VIKING TOPAZ 40 


The Future XL-400 combines the trusted features 
of a Singer sewing machine with an embroidery 
model. There are a number of time saving 
elements, including the Swiftsmart Threading 
System with automatic needle threader and a 
separate bobbin winding motor. The Drop & Sew 
bobbin technology also means the bobbin thread 
is automatically picked up for quicker threading. 
Get creative with 125 embroidery designs, with 
basic editing capability for all, and create custom 
monograms with a choice of five fonts. 


The Memory Craft 9900 offers dozens of powerful 
features for sewing, as well as professional-style 
embroidery at home. This Janome model boasts a 
large colour touch screen for editing embroidery 
designs. There are 175 to choose from, plus three 
fonts for creating two and three letter monograms, 
and for regular sewing, there are more than 200 
stitches. Additional features are speed control, 
needle/up down, and bobbin and upper thread 
sensors. You can also personalise your machine 
with one of three inter-changeable coloured panels. 


The Topaz 40 by Husqvarna Viking has a number 
of high-end features for sewing and embroidery. 
The large colour touch screen makes it easy to 
navigate through the various options, and you can 
view designs and text clearly on screen. Match your 
embroideries perfectly every time with basic design 
positioning and there’s built-in support with Quick 
Help. Free motion embroidery and quilting can be 
created with any stitch you choose, and the start/ 
stop button means you don’t even have to use the 
foot control. 


KEY FEATURES: 

/ 125 embroidery designs 
/ Swiftsmart threading system 
/ Drop & Sew bobbin 
/ Speed control 
/ Multi hoop capability 

www.singerco.co.uk 


KEY FEATURES: 

/ 200+ stitches 
/ 175 embroidery designs 
/ On screen design editing 
/ Memory facility 
/ Colour touch screen 

www.janome.co.uk, 0161 666 6011. 


KEY FEATURES: 

/ Colour touch screen 
/ Exclusive sensor system 
/ Large embroidery area 
/ Embroidery design editing 
/ Basic design positioning 

www.husqvarnaviking.com 
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Queenie and Ted 
co-founder Kally 
Laurence tells us 
about her sewing 
machine 

“I love my 
Husqvama Viking 
Designer 2 as 
it’s a fantastic all 
rounder. I chose 
it as I wanted 
something that 
was heavy duty as I often use it for 
large projects in schools. The big quilting 
platform’s great. It’s also perfect when 
doing applique work for Queenie and 
Ted as it has a wide range of embroidery 
stitches and an automatic foot raising and 
dropping feature that really saves time 
when stitching around intricate shapes. If 
my house was burning down, I’d definitely 
try and save my sewing machine!” 


^ 2,999 

_ ^ 

^_l 
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BROTHER INNOV-ISV5 

The large, bright LCD touch screen of this attractive 
nnodel fronn Brother’s Innov-is series offers user 
friendly controls to select designs, edit patterns and 
adjust stitches. The extra large long arnn gives you 
nnore sewing space than ever for oversized projects. 
There are nunnerous exquisite ennbroidery designs 
available and new ones can be innported via the 
USB port. With the eco-nnode function, the Innov-is 
V5 will autonnatically switch to an energy saving 
mode after a period of non use. It also has seven- 
point feed, a knee lifter, and a quick set bobbin. 

KEY FEATURES: 

/ Continuous auto pressure system 
/ 28.5cm long arm 
/ Large embroidery area 
/ High speed sewing 
/ LCD touch screen 

www.brothersewing.co.uk, 0333 777 4444. 


MODEU,. MONTH 



PFAFF CREATIVE 1.5 

This brand-new sewing and embroidery model 
from Pfaff offers integrated dual feed for 
absolutely even fabric feeding from the top and 
bottom. The handsome red design features 
a large sewing space, making it perfect for 
quilters, home decor sewers and dressmakers 
alike. For free-motion stippling and easy quilting, 
simply attach the special presser foot. There 
are a variety of beautiful 7mm stitches to select 
from, including utility, buttonholes, satin and 
decorative varieties. In addition, there are two 
built in alphabets with numbers and symbols 
for personalising projects. The electronic 
thread tension makes sewing simple, as does 
an integrated needle threader, speed slider and 
needle up/down functions. Up to 60 stitches 
and/or letters can be combined and saved to the 
sequence memory. Designs can also be flipped 
for more creative possibilities. 


SHOP of the 

MONTH 


“As owner of Leannington Spa Sewing I have 
over 35 years experience in the sewing machine 
industry. Part of this time was spent working 
for VSM (owners of Pfaff and Husqvama Viking 
sewing machines). I was part of the design team 
for a number of years working with technicians, 
writing instruction books and developing the 
products that we all enjoy today. So when it 
comes to Pfaff and sewing machines in general, 

I really know my stuff! You can read what I have 
to say about the products I sell on my website. 

I am proud of the sewing machines and fabric 
business I have established over the last 12 years.’ 

Sue, Leamington Spa Sewing 


'‘The handsome red design 
features a large sewing spaee ” 

KEY FEATURES: 

/ Original IDT System 
/ Large sewing area 
/ High embroidery speed 
/ Embroidery intro software included 
/ Integrated needle threader 

PRICE: £1,199 

www.pfaff.com, 01527 519480. 



WHAFS ON OFFER? 

/ A wide range of sewing machines 
/ Complimentary product training 
/ Extensive range of fabrics 
/ Haberdashery, wool and servicing 

FIND OUT MORE... 

Visit Leamington Spa Sewing 
Machines Ltd, 21 Oxford Street, 
Royal Leamington Spa, Leamington 
Spa, Warwickshire, CV32 4RA. 
Alternatively, log on to www. 
leamingtonspasewing.co.uk or call 
01926 427572. 
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PFAFF 

Perfection starts here.™ 

Amplify your 
creativity 

Express yourself with something that 
reflects your personality! The PFAFF® 
creative' i,5 sewing and embroidery 
machine delivers fabulous possibilities 
for a fabulous price. 


The perfect start for spectacular embroideries 
and fashionable sewing: 

The Original IDT~ System 

Absolutely even fobric feed from both the top and the bottom. 
Only from PFAFF®! 

Large Sewing and Embroidery Area 

Great space for big dreamsl 

High Embroidery Speed 

No other sewing and embroidery machine in this price range 
embroiders faster. 

Embroidery Intro PC Software included 

Expand your creative capacity! Adjust, personolize ond 
combine unlimited number of designs and lettering. 


How-To- Videoi 

and other inspiring 
material at 

pfaff.com /creaKvity 


IDTA 


9 . 






creative' 1.5 
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COPY YOUR CLOTHES 

WORKSHOP 

Editorial Assitant, Carolyn discovers what it takes to make 
a dressmaking pattern from your favourite clothes 


I am extremely new to the world of dressmaking. 
I’ve helped my mum make dresses, but have yet 
to make an entire garment from scratch. So when 
I got the chance to learn the very basics of how to 
draft a pattern, and better yet, from clothes 
I already own, I jumped at it. Tilly and the Button’s Copy 
Your Clothes Workshop sounded really good fun, and a 
brilliant way to learn as the class was small, so I wouldn’t 
be left floundering! 

I arrived and met our teacher for the day, 

Zoe Edwards, who was enthusiastic and friendly. I also 
got chatting with other early arrivals, Charlie and Marc. 
Charlie had been sewing her own clothes for a while, and 
Marc was even wearing a pair of chinos he had made 
himself. I was very impressed! 

As soon as we had all settled in and looked in our 
goodie bags, Zoe told us exactly what we 
would be doing. We went around the room 
and showed her what we had brought along 
to make patterns from. There was an array of 
dresses, skirts and tops, all in different fabrics. 

I took along a peplum top, circle skirt and a 
favourite dress. 

Zoe explained that the easiest way to make 
a pattern from an existing garment, is to 
unpick it completely, or cut along the seam 
lines and trace around the shape of each 
section. However, Zoe broke down the process 
by using one of our garments as an example 
without doing either. Sometimes you still 
want to keep the clothes you love! 

The hrst step was to identify how many 
pattern pieces we would need to make. Zoe 
showed us how to fold the garments along 
their seam lines, and draw around sections 


“I REALLY 
FELT I 

LEARNED A 
LOT ABOUT 
THE PROCESS 
OF MAKING 
MY OWN 
CLOTHES” 



individually to work this out. Most items could be 
broken down into simple parts such as front bodice, 
back bodice etc, and we jotted these down to 
keep track. 

Once we hgured out the grainline of our fabric and 
had drawn a line on our pattern paper to represent 
this, the fun could begin. We got to work pinning our 
items to the paper and drawing around them. We used 
a variety of tools that Zoe had introduced us to such 
as French curves and tracing wheels. After drawing 
each section, we checked the dimensions with a tape 
measure to make sure they were the same on both the 
garment and pattern. 

When we were sure each section was complete, 
we added in our seam allowances and any extra 
markings, like darts or pleats. We could also make 
adjustments or alter the pattern if we 
wanted. Zoe gave us lots of tips and tricks 
and encouraged us to see our garments like 
a puzzle that, once solved, would give us all 
the answers to making our pattern. 

The joy of this class was that we could 
learn from each other too, and I really felt 
I learned a lot about the process of making 
my own clothes. Plus, we all went away 
with at least one pattern from our items! 

I think a workshop like this is perfect 
for picking up a new skill. Dressmaking is 
a lot of fun, and I feel far more conhdent 
reading a pattern now that I can imagine 
it being put together. Copying clothes 
you love is great for all those items that 
are worn to death, but you can’t bear to 
part with. Give it a go and make a whole 
wardrobe of favourite things! 


Why not brush up on your skills, or learn a whole new set with Tilly and her team? 
Visit www.tillyandthebuttons.com to find out more. 
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY... SUBSCRIBE TODAY... SUBSCRIBE TODAY... SUBSCRIBE TODAY... 


GREAT REASONS TO SUBSCRIBE! 





• BE INSPIRED! Sen/ is 
brimming with fashion- 
inspired projects for 
clothing, home decor 
and accessories 

• REGULAR FREE 
covermounts 

• FREE DELIVERY 

straight to your door 
before it hits the shops 

• SPREAD THE COST 

with a Direct Debit 

• SAVE over £12 off 
the cover price! 


^PAY JUST £29.80 EVERY 6 ISSUES! 4 


“Treat yourself every month 
with exelusive patterns, 
expert tips and stitehing 
inspiration with Sew. Make 
sure you never miss an issue 
hy signing up to subseribe today!” 

Lorraine Luximon, Sei^ Editor 



COMING UP 
NEXT ISSUE... 

• Meet Prince George’s clothes designer 

• We meet Patrick Grant 

• Autumn makes and gifts 

• Great garments to stitch and wear 


OTHER SUBSCRIPTION OPTIONS... 


DIGITAL 

EDITIONS 

Are available" 


tumrntmm I rn Avalf^btiron the 

kriderv^ I y AppStore 


You can now pay 
for Sen/ via 

PayPal 

just visit WWW. 
sewmag.co.uk/ 
subscribe 
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LOVE THIS 
GIFT... 

...but already 
subscribe to Sei/v'? 


RENEW^TOiC^Y! 
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Makerg Clasp Purse kit 
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This craft kit to make a Clasp Purse includes everything you will need: Pattern, instructions, 
lovely 100% cotton polka dot fabric & floral fabric, cotton thread on a wooden spool, a needle, 
a beautiful bobble clasp and some twine for you to finish your purse. You can smock your purse 
if you like, or if you prefer you can leave it plain. The packaging is beautiful; really robust, 

with sumptuous gold foil lettering. What a treat! 


www.sewmag.co.uk/subscribe 

^qqqf)7 Quote: SEW0915 

/ Lines are open Monday-Friday Sam-Spm, Saturday Qam-lpm 


Subscribe & Renew 


Improve your sewing skill set with a fun and friendly class 


workshop of 
the month 


PAMPER YOUR POOCH 

In this brand-new workshop at Millie Moon, 
you’ll have the opportunity to stitch your 
canine companion his or her very own jacket. 
It’s important to keep dogs protected from 
the elements, however, finding ready-made 
coats to ht can be tricky. In this four-hour 
workshop, you will learn basic pattern 
cutting to make a made to measure paper 
pattern using your pooch’s dimensions. This 
class is suitable for everyone and all materials 
are included. Choose from a beautiful range 
of printed cotton fabrics for the outer and 
lining, and a double layer of cotton wadding 
to make it extra snug. You’ll pick up lots of 
sewing tips along the way, and plenty of 
refreshments wiU be provided. Simply come 
armed with your dog’s collar size and collar 
to tail measurement to begin creating a 
bespoke garment for your furry friend. 

Sign up for the class located in Frome on 
6th September or 27th September at the 
Wells shop. 



JACK RUSSELL SCRUMPY MODELS HIS NEW JACKET 


DOG GOATS 

Millie Moon, Somerset 

Price: £45 


Why book? 

/ Make a bespoke dog coat 
/ Draft a made to measure pattern 
/ Learn key sewing skills 


To book, visit www.milliemoonshop.co.uk 


THREE MORE GREAT WORKSHOPS 



FREEHAND CUTTING 



f 

learn millinery ' ' 



ONLINE COURSE 


CHINELO BALLY PEPLUM 
OR SKATER DRESS 

The Cloth Clinic, Essex 

If you’d like to build your conhdence and gain 
the skills to adapt your favourite styles, this fuQI 
day workshop at The Cloth Clbiic is for you. 
With The Great British Sewing Bee series two 
finalist Chrnelo BaHy as your tutor, you will be 
shown a freehand cutting method to transfer 
your measurements straight onto fabric. Priced 
£70, the next class is on 6th November. For more 
details, visit www.theclothclinic.co.uk 


MILLINERY ORGANDIE 
FLOWER HEAD DRESSES 

West Dean College, Chichester 

On this four-day course, students will be 
introduced to the art of making organdie 
flowers to incorporate them into a dramatic 
head piece. Each session will demonstrate a 
new technique, then tutor Jane Corbett will 
provide guidance as individuals create their 
own designs. Priced £347, the next course runs 
from 28th September to 1st October. To book, 
visit www.westdean.org.uk 


LEARN TO SEW JERSEY TOPS 

www.tillyandthebuttons.com 

Learn in your own time with this online tutorial 
from Tilly and the Buttons. Blogger and Sewing 
Bee alumni Tilly Walnes wiU walk you through 
stitching with stretch fabrics on a regular sewing 
machine to create her Agnes top pattern. This is 
a great course for beginners and improvers who 
don’t have an overlocker but want to sew with 
knits. Broken down into bitesize lessons, it’s 
priced $69. For more details, visit 
www.tillyandthebuttons.com 
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^mt^nds 


New to quilting, just stepping a toe into 
patchwork? Or a pro looking for 
something new to try, then here are 
\ the trends set to take your work 
k \ from ok to oh-wow! / j/. 



the 

new 
Patehwork 


Trends 


WEARABLE 

PATCHWORK 

Patchwork is not only a 
fantastic medium for 
disguising any holes or 
irreparable snags, but is 
now observed as a fashion 
trend in its own right. 

The high street is full of 
patchwork denim and 
contrast panels, but you 
can get the look on a 
shoestring by using 
different washes of denim 
off-cuts or your fave 
fabric swatches. 


^i/ferfjackets 

Think quilted jackets are just for the 

equestrian set? Think again, choose the right 
fabric, and a padded jacket could he your new 
favourite summer to winter cover-up. 

Dressmaker Amanda 
Walker’s top tipspr 
quilteafashion 

• The method for quilted clothes 

is the same as any other project, just make 
sure you choose a washahle wadding. 

• Work the quilting before making up. 

Rough cut around the pattern pieces, 
then quilt using a sewing machine or if 
you prefer, by hand. 

• For a professional finish, make sure 
the quilting lines match across the 
front pieces. 

• Once the sections are quilted, cut out the 

! pieces accurately and make up as usual. 


Seepi02 


for more 


Englishpaper 
piecing... revisted! 

English paper piecing (EPP) is an old technique 
which has enjoyed a renaissance and is currently 
taking the world by storm. Hand sewn over sturdy 
paper and joined with a tiny oversew, EPP projects 
are portable, addictive and bang on-trend. 

Eor great projects ideas, All Points Patchwork 

by Diane Gilleland (£14.99, Storey Publishing). 


sewmag.co.uk 




sew trends 



I FABRIC 
ACCESSORIES 

Patchwork jewellery? Yes it’s 
totally a thing. Create chain 
necklaces, brooches, earrings, 
in fact anything you fancy. Find 
out how to make this darling 
design in issue 7 of our sister 
title. Make it Today which is 
on sale now. 


“In our latest 
issue we show 
how you ean 
incorporate 
patchwork not only 
into your home, but 
your style as well!” 

Ella Johnston, Editor Make it Today 




Quilting makes great rV. 

gorgeous prints that are se/eolumnist Stuart 

best notions and *5®^ of presenters on Create and Craft 

Hillard willbe joining the ^ ^ showcasing great kit^ 

“T’re desianed some fabulous quilt kits and sewi g 

projectLfg<y<-9e<nisJresh,nu>dern^^^^^ 

=ss." 


geometric 

Geometries in all their shapes and 
forms are a top trend. If you manage 
to get to Festival of Quilts you’ll 
see what we mean. Sign up to the 
Subtract That class on 6th August, 
and you’ll discover how to use positive 
and negative to full advantage 
to create a geometric pattern in 
applique. Students will have a choice 
of four different patterns, one of 
which can be used in the class and 
then take the rest home. Plus, the 
technique is very quick and easy to 
master! For more information, see 
www.thefestivalofquilts.co.uk 



Pond life 

Pond life is a big 
trend in patchwork 
fabrics, if you need 
evidence just look 
at the latest Cloud9 
Fabrics collections! 
Water Land by Jessica 
Nielsen features ducks 
fish and waterlillies, 
and Park Life by 
Elizabeth Olwen 
has beautiful 
swans, plus 
cute snails 
and florals. 


the hot 

fabric 

prints! 


Bunnies 



Another new ‘it’ print on the 

block. Bunnies take centre 

stage in Jeni Baker’s new 

Curiosities range for 

Art Gallery Fabrics. 

Dedicated to Jeni’s 

bunny George, 

we’re sure he’ll ■■ ■' 

be a hit in 

quilts and - . 

patchwork 

makes. 


SeepSo 
for more 
of Jeni’s 
range 


Oh deer! 

Deers are alw^^^ ^ 
popular motif come 
Christmas, but this 
woodland fave has been 
hot since spring! Art 
Gallery Fabrics’ Hello 
Bear Buck Forest Mist is 
a top seller. 


All ranges are distributed by Hantex, 
visit www.hantex.co.uk or call 
01754 820800 for stockists. 


sewmagxo.uk 






17th Oct 2015 


WWW. sewmag.co.uk 

In association with Simplidty^ 


WHAT’S HAPPENING ON 
THE DAY 

There will be guest 
appearances from 
leading names in the 
industry like Sewing Bee 
star Heather Jacks who 
will be at The Faff Room 
in Mansfield. Plus there 
are workshops, make 
& takes, discounts and 
competitions for you to get involved in, so 
there’s something for everyone. It’s a great 
opportunity to go along and support your 
local participating shop! 



MEET THE SEW TEAM 

We will be heading to Franklins in 
Colchester to get involved in all the fun. Stop 
by and say hi! There will be FREE goodie 
bags for the first shoppers through the door! 



SEW SATURDAY! 

What ’s happening? 

Show somelaveforymir local 
fabric store on 17th October! 

It’s been a very busy time at Sew HQ^, as we put plans in motion for our fabulous Sew 
Saturday event. Sew Saturday will take place on 17th October and is a celebration of the 
independent fabric store and haberdasher. It’s a way of showing some love for your local 
bricks and mortar stores, and we want to help get you ready for the big day by sharing 
news of the wide range of special events happening across the country! 



SEW SATURDAY IS IN ASSOCIATION WITH SimpliCltV AND SUPPORTED BY 

vilene 


brother 


hobbye 


^Husqvarna hJIJICI' 


BERNIIMPJANOME PFAFF SINGER 


The 

McCall 

Pattern 

Company 


sewmag.co.uk 






sew Saturday 


Sew Saturday Ambassadors! 



‘Tmahigfan 
of the bricks 
and mortar 
style of shop. 
Fabric stores 
have the sort 
of passion, 
inspiration, 
expertise and warmth that ’s 
hard to replicate anywhere 
else and if we support our local 
shops they do the same back!” 

Stuart Hillard 


“Fabric and 
haberdashery are 
in a league of their 
own when it comes 
to stimulating the 
senses. Forme, being 
in a fabric shop is like 
being in a sweet shop 
without the problem of those calories! So 
join us on Sew Saturday by visiting your 
local fabric shop, and have fun choosing 
all that you need for your next project!” 
May Martin 




WHAT’S BEING SAID ABOUT SEW SATURDAY... 


“One of the things 
I love most about 
owning my own 
” ^ business it that 

■ / get to meet so 

many people in 

'll give them help 

and advice on their projects. 
Having those face to face chats 
is one thing that’s unique to 
visiting a real store, so Fm 
really excited to be part of the 
Sew Saturday campaign” 

Lauren Guthrie, Guthrie & Ghani 


a “After the success 
of Yarn Shop 
Day we know 
this will be 
another fantastic 
event for both 
eustomers and 
us -we’re all 

so excited! We have a lot going 
on in store. There’ll be cake, 
demonstrations, make 
& takes and balloon prizes, 
plus discounts and goodie bags.” 

Beth Abakhan, Abakhan 


“THE SEWING DIRECTORY IS FULLY BEHIND SEW 
SATURDAY, ANYTHING THAT ENCOURAGES 
PEOPLE TO VISIT THEIR LOCAL SEWING SHOP 
IS A GREAT IDEA. NOTHING BEATS SEEING AND 
FEELING FABRIC IN PERSON WHEN BUYING, 

AND WE SHOULD ALL BE DOING OUR BEST 
r ■ TO SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES WHERE 

POSSIBLE TO HELP KEEP THEM GOING. GO FORTH AND SHOP!” 

Fiona Pullen, The Sewing Directory 



JOIN THE CONVERSATION ON TWITTER 
(3)SEWHQ AND FACEBOOK. WE WOULD LOVE 
TO HEAR YOUR PLANS FOR THE BIG DAY! 



Fancy getting 
involved? 

Turn over to find a guide to the 
shops taking part, plus a list of who’s 
recently signed up is updated on our blog 
www.sewmag.co.uk/blog. You can also 
check out our interactive map to easily 
locate the shops in your area that are 
holding Sew Saturday events. 


IfTWNASTORE? 


If you own a store and want to get 
involved, email saturday@sewmag. 
co.uk for more information and 
an introductory starter pack. This 
includes downloadable projects for 
make & takes or in-store competitions 
like our Sew Saturday Aly Owl Mascot 
and fetching Sew Saturday skirt! 



sewmag.co.uk 
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hobbycraft 1 

xHConripany 


BERNINA” ® Husqvama JANOME lIUICI* PFAFF ©singer 


ABERDEENSHIRE 




48 West High Street 
INVERURIE 
Al>erdeenshire 
AB51 3QR 

01467 621455 

w w iv.bu tterih tabr ics^iberdeen .co. u k 


BIRMiNGHAM 



• Sewitiif tuition Fw ttU \c%ch. 

• Private Tuitian, 

• SchooU and Colleges welcome, 

• Embroidciy softi^aic training. 

• Machine iramittg. 

' • Pattern Drafting. 

WORKSHOPS 

Run by 

Mam Breslin Sewing tuitlnn 
based in the 
West Midlands 
01543 480822;^ 
maria(abresliTisewjngcourscs, cn.uk 
wuw.bresli nsewingcourscs.co.uk 




BIRMINGHAM 


'■ WW'. «T- *T- »¥' TW-^ rw irr- 'T 


gliitlirie 


dilute rii 

Si‘« iiiit piitti’i’ii.s 

Sho|HiiiliiK' 

Call 0121 449 8419, 

Online www.gutfirie-gbanixo.uk 
Pop- in (69 Alcester Road, Moseley, 
Birmingham, BI3 8JR 


BRISTOL 



* 


a, 

fahri/y, ribhoYW, 
buttons... 

83 Sandy Park Road, 
Brislington, Bristol 
www.mymakeanddo.co. uk 


BRISTOL 


# Poppy Patchwork 

Bristol’s patchwork fabric 
and quilting shop 

* Fabrics ■ Makower, Moda St more 

• Workshops and classes 

• Friendly, helpful advice 
Open: Mon -Sat. 9 30am ■ 4.00pm 
Closed Wednesday 

07900 927279 

71 Westbury Hill 

Westbury on-Trym, Bristol BS9 3 AD 


BRISTOL 


DIRECT 

sewing machines Ltd 
46 Sandy Park Rd, 
Brislington BS4 3PF 

Mon - Fri 9.30am - 5.30pm 
Sat 9am - 5pm 

0117 977 8216 

www.direct-5ewingmachines.c0.uk 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 



WWW.l 3 dy 5 ewandseWXO.uk 


Institute Road 
Marlow 

Buckinghamshire 
SL7 IBM 

01628 800582 

info@ ladysewandsew.co.uk 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE 



The Heath 
St Ives Road 
Nr St Ives 

Cambridge PE28 3BT 

01487 842546 

WWW. bobbi nandsew.co.uk 


CEREDIGION, WALES 


Love sewing? 

You will love 

Calico Kate 

36 High Street, Lampeter 
SA48 7BB 
01570 422866 
WWW . cal icoka te .co.uk 


CHESHIRE 


£J 

WWW.all f3briCS.CQ,uk can m on Olfil 478 8236 


We will be having a Demo day 
on the 17th October. 
Quilting - cutting and piecing 
techniques and 
Brother Sewing machine 
basics. 

61 Grosvenor Street, 
Staiybridge SKIS 2JN. 

0161 478 8236 
WWW. a 1 1 - f a b rics .CO . uk 


CHESHIRE 


KllfllS 

' Trading ' 

We offer a huge selection of 
Patchwork and Quilting Fabrics, 
Notions & Long-Arm Quilting Service 

Opan Tussday b Saturday - IDam to Spm 
Gu8iton Old Schcol, Woofs Rc^d, Busrton, 
Cfi8stilr*.CW30DD T®keia70at2541 

iwu«.qullt<ritradlngp 5 t.c(>^ 


CHESHIRE 


Phil Morton 
Sewing Machines 

Sewing Machine Sales, 
Services and Repairs 

84-86 Mill Lane • Macclesfield 
Cheshire* SKI I 7NR 
Tel; 01 625 433131 

sales@ phil mononsewingmach ines.co.uk 
www.phi ImortonsG wingmach ines.co. uk 


CHESHIRE 


~Phe Llloth , 31^00 

Yccirs 

H OuitmiQ Fabric,! 

Vngue, ButiMfick Simplicity & 
H.tb*fdasnary, Caid ^ 

f riantlly H<ip & Advic# 


23 Upper Mall, Sundial House. 
Common Lane, Culcheth, 
Warrington CHESHIRE, WA3 4 EH 




t, 01925 762691 

e. theciotPshop@ymail,com 
w w w.th ec lothshop , mfbiz.com 
@ D theclothshop.culcheth 


CHESHIRE 



Black Sheep Craft Barn 
Warehouse Studios 
Glaziers Lane 
Culcheth 
Warrington 
WA3 4AQ 

01925 764231 

www.blackshecpwoois.com 


CORNWALL 



Cornish Garden Nurseries, 
Barras Moor, 
Perranarworthal, 
Truro 

www.coastaiidcountrvcraft 5 .CD.uk 

salty@coastandcountrvcrafts.co.uk 

CORNWALL 


01726 75385 


V. 




Your friendly fabric shop 


43 Fore Street, St Austell 
Cornwall, PL25 SPY 








CO. ARMAGH, IRELAND 



3 Cloughlan Rd 
Armagh 
BT61 SRT 
028 3887 1637 
info@elizabethroseni.com 
WWW. elizabethroseni .com 


1 CUMBRIA 



For all your sewing, patchwork & 
needlecraft supplies. Workshops & 
Events. Visitors by appointment, 


online shop mail order 
CubhcrgilK Holinirook, Cumbria., 
CAI9 lYQ 

Telephone: 019467 24764 
email : salesra fobhlesxo.uk 
wvtTv. fo hbl csxo.uk 

jCUMBRIA 

^^/6't fJew 

Fabric heaven in beautiful Cumbria 
Patchwork, fashion, d ness patterns and 
haberdashery. 

Runners up of British Sewing Awards. 



Poets Walk, Penrith CAll 7HJ 
w w w j ustse w pe n ritlixo . u k 
01768 866791 

justsewpenrith@gQoglemaH.com 


DORSET 


c® ton m * on 

Cotton Moon, 9 East Street, 
Blandford Forum* Dorset 
DT11 7DU 
01258 453278 

Stockists of: 

Fabric, Wool, HaberdasherVp books, 
patterns* ptus handmade gifts 
and more, 

Oper> 9.30-4 Monday to Friday 
and 9.304 Saturday 

fac eboo kxo m/ cotta n moon bla ndfo rd 


DORSET 



Boitmemoiith's leading 
npholstery and fabric sfiof) 


93m ' 5pm l%n - Sat 

Tel: 01202 422811 

, WWW. zebedee fabrics* co.uk 

E: zebedeefabricsttd@gmai!.com 


DEVON 




• 100% cotton ^ 

fabrics 

• Wadding 

• Haberdashery 

41 High St 
Creditor!, Devon 
EX17 3JP 








FRANKLINS 


Janome •Juki Brother • Pfoff • Bernina • Alfo 
Britannia • RMF sewing tables & cabinets 


EAST SUSSEX 


COLCHESTER 
13-15 St Botolphs Street 
C02 7DU 
01206 563955 



■1 

1 

Dino 

FABRICS 

21 Kensington Gardens 


Brighton 

BN1 4AL 


01273757286 

www.dittofabrics.co.uk 


IPSWICH 

1-3 St Motthews Street 
IP1 3EL 

01473 221188 
PRICES BEHER THAN SHOPPING ONLINE!! 


CHELMSFORD 
201 Moulsham Street 
CM2 OLG 
01245 346300 


SALISBURY 
48 Fisherton Street 
SP2 7RB 
01722 554406 






needlecraft store 


SUSSEX 


HAMPSHIRE 


HAMPSHIRE 



GLASGOW 


HAMPSHIRE 


HERTFORDSHIRE 



JM 


THE FABRIC STORE 


® Nb:W FORINT FABRICS 
14 Shamrock Way, 
Hythe Marina. Southampton 
S045 6DY 

02381 783386 

sue@newforestfabrias,co,uk 
www.newforestfabric$.ca.uk 
Stockist for: 

Patchwork and Dress Making 
Fabrics plus much more... 
New Arrivals Weekly 


Dress, 
curtain & 


Haberdashery, 
buttons & quilling 
notions 

134 Renfrew Street, Glasgow, G3 GST 

www.mandors.co.uk 



/ 

::yj;:QNTEMPQ^?ARY 


-vOa HocfcE'J‘111 Street 
SishOiTS StC7(r%r*\J 

Hertfordshire 

CM23 

♦nfo o'SewconlempDrary ^'o,uk 
w w w. s ewco n te m pora ry.co.uk 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE 



01386 881507 

Beckford, Nr. Tewkesbury 
Glos. GL20 7AU 


www.beckrordsilk.co.uk 


|HAMPSHIRE 



01252 444220 


Bran1<5DrriewDod Road • Fleet • Hampshire ■ 6U51 4JS 

ww w* se w-b usy * CO * u k 


HERTFORDSHIRE 

A/ Cotterells 

^ 01442 2453B 

One of Hertfordshire's 
largest stockists for 
wools, fabrics, 
haberdashery and crafts 

www.iieedlecraftstore.co.uk 

contact@needlecraftstore.co.uk 













KENT 

rmlrn 

New in Kent! 
Convenient High Sti’eet 
Location 

Beautiful fabrics & fun classes! 

Mon - Sat 10-5 
www,t h esewi n gsp a ce , CO, u k 
Hythc Kent CT21 5A,I 
01303 261329 


LEICESTERSHIRE 



SEWING WORKSHOPS. 
BEAUTIFUL FABRICS 
8 ^ HABERDASHERY 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 




. , 

y* 1. 

\ ^-41 


^ . 


Tvl] H’- ■ :J6rrTV.C C-' . -.J k 

01636 922 399 


10a The Arcade 
Newark on Trent 
Nottinghamshire 
NG24 lUD 

m ichel I e@c rafty bettyx o, u k 


KENT 


Purplez-Pi^cCe' K 

* fabrics » patterns ♦ threads ^ 
beads * buttons 

e-maU: cantact^purpLES-piirie .co.uk 

IL ^ !>: 



01622 804924 
www,purple-pixi e . CO .uk 

The Hop Farm, Paddock Wood Kent TT112 6PY 


We srock Haberda&hery, Craft l^bric, 
Threads, Ribbntjns, Craft essentiaJs and 
sew much mDreJ 

68 Berry Lane, Longridge. Preston, 
Lancs PR3 3WH 

01772 780883 

oh-sewcrafty@btconne(:ii,ccim 
www.facebook. com/ltsOhSewCrafty 
©ItsOhSewCrafty on Twitter 


LINCOLNSHIRE 



Sew Friendly 

Fabric, Haberdashery 
^ Sewing Classes 
Dress making, soft 
furnishing, quilting, crafting 
Unit 8, Crown Walk, West Street, 
Bourne, Lines PE10 9NE 
follow U3 on Focebook 
WWW. fa ce book com / se wfrie n d !y bou rne 
01778 420464 
info@sewfriendly.co.uk i. 

WWW, sewfriendly.co.uk - M 



LINCOLNSHIRE 


/ 


10O% Ootton Pabcj 
Hab^aJaabBl^- ttler 'Ilhretula 
wood SttiOia 

Cloud 9 - 

3?w Over It - M 

Mac&lflfl Star ^ 

v.^Uew St. LouQi. LlnodlQ^G!t>s4^11 
\ QPU -01S0?20nSl 


LANCASHIRE 


H ^ 1 craft boutique 

1 


01524 261868 


31 Main Street 
Bentham 
Lancaster 
LA2 7HQ 

www.temptationsbentham.co.uk 


LONDON 

Let’s 
Learn 

1 3 - 1 4 Grand Arcade^ 
Finchley^ London 
N12 0EH 



0208 445 2475 


wwwJetslearn.co,uk 

letslearn@btconnect.com 


r 



When you buy a new sewing machine from Hobbycraft, 
we'll show you how to set it up, maintain and teach you 
how to use it. Join us for weekly surgeries in store, and 
check out our step by step videos online. 


www.hobbycraft.co.ukfsew-simpLe 


hobby raft j 


L 


T 


J 


LONDON 


Badger<g^Ear ^ 

A more social way to 
sew & craft 

1 4a Sutton Court Road 
Chiswick 
London W4 4NC 

0208 994 0205 

www.badgerandearl.com 

NORFOLK 

TULIPTREE DESIGNS 

• Workshops • Fabric 
• Quilting & Crafts 

Groveland Farm Shop 
Thorpe Market Road 
Roughton, Norfolk NR11 8TB 

Tel: 01263 834353 
E: tuiiptreedesigns® hotmajl.co.uk 
www.tu I i ptreedesigns .co.uk 


NORTH YORKSHIRE 



And 

OGVv loi In 



Fabrics Haberdashery 

01430 431200 

S7a Brldgegate, Howden, 
East Yorkshire 
DNI4 7]G 


NORTH YORKSHIRE 


Cottoi^tciU Crwfbs 

1 6 Duke Street 
Settle 

North Yorkshire 
BD24 9DN 

Tel: 01729 822946 

www.cottontailcrafts.co.uk 

suc@cottontailcrafts.co.uk 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 





We offer workshops and cotirses forchildi'en 
and adults. A wide range of haberdashery and 
fabricki Stockists of Simplicity, New Look, 
Butterick and McCall Factems, 
Follow us on fecebook twrtter Instagram 

www.thefaffroom. co. u k 
01623 232242 /079696B 1 709 

Burnaby House Church Street Mansfield 
Woodhquse NG J 9 8 AH 


[OXFORDSHIRE 

Tha Wlffi&y Sswlirig 

it Kmffmg -Cantf'® 

The Witney .Sewing and 
Knitting Centre is a fomily run 
business bosed in the small 
friendly town of Witney 

N£Wf We noMr offer sewrag, knitffng 
and cracAet classes ana more! 
for more information dkk on our 
tiasses and workshops foh obore! 
61 High St. Witney OX2B 6JA 

01993 702772 

wwTw.witneysewfingandkiwttmgcentre^^^^ 


SCOTLAND 



REMNANT KINGS 


Join us on Sew Saturday 
for our in store crafting 
events plus get 10% off I 

QIb>£«W 10 Pyrie l^ce. G| BAO 
Argyk: Sfcr«r. G1 IN- 

Elf InbUriK 1 BanmnEEcn Aauil, EH4 SBO 
Faiklrk HCowVVynd.FKHFt 
HafnlttfMi 1 Cidhca# Smei. HU ADG 

w wvii.rennfiaitttJk^inp k 



millie moon 

seuu • croft - moke 

Catherine HJiJ, Frome. Somersef 

Fabrics & Workshops 


www.mllliemoonsnop.co.uk 


SOMERSET 






SOMERSET 


Caffle Crafts 

101934} 838327 


Family run shop with 
patchwork fabrics, embroidery 
threads and sales agents for 
Brother sewing and 
embroidery machines with 
extensive after sales support. 

2 miles from J21 MS 
tina@>caff1e.CO.iik BS24 6SE 


SOMERSET 


MATEmAL NEEDS 


Material Needs 

FOR DRESS A^D Ql’lLTl^G FABRICS 

01278 794751 

79 High St., Dumham-on-Sea 
Somerset TA8 1 PE 

www.material-needs.co.uk 


SOUTH YORKSHIRE 


^ from 


Utterty Dettghtfuf Fai^rtc Bmparfum 

to 

Stitches 

Jayne iMaxwefl' 


@01302 750 973 
f) 07734 385 382 


St Ma/yg Court, DN17 9LX 



[STAFFORDSHIRE 

The 

Corner Patch [ 

a liaie corner of 
potchwork heaven 

Opening HoursrTues - Sat 1 0 - S 
Late Night Wednesday until 8 
Fotric, Waddng,Threods and 
Haberdashery 

Workshop & Gasses for cjW Ahi/it/es 
Telephone: OJ 785 BS9J60 
e-mailijane@thecomerpacch.co.uk 
www.thecomer patch .CD. u k 


STIRLING CENTRAL 



21 -2S Friars street SHng FK8 IHA 
Td: 01786 462993 info@psmc xo.Lik 

www.psmc.co.uk 


MNOME SSE]!SaasiNCERB!<^l«m 


SUFFOLK 

luilters Haven 

Patchwork and Quilting 

68 High Street, 
Wickham Market, 
Suffolk IP13 OQU 
01728 746275 

www.quilters^heven.co.uk 
V/s/t us and see what 
uyeVe got in store for 
Sew Saturday 

SUFFOLK 


Crafty Baba ^ 

3g St. Peter's 
Stareet 
Ipswicdi 
IPl \X& 

0147S 810636 

liifo@cra;^baba . CO. Ilk 

tinar.craftybaba.co.iac 


SURREY 



HAflERDASl lERY & SEWING ROOM 


1$ Upper Mutgrayu Road, Cheafin. SMI 7AZ 
4 nfo# stitch cshatKrdajihtfry. couk 
T«t: 020 B661 &040 

Fabrics & Haberdashery 
Workshops & Parties 

Stockists of Kaufman. pashiwGDd. Windham, 
Sevenli«ry & mere... 

fi «>. 


Fromdressmaking'a 

'iPiH taiinrinn tn 



and tailoring to 
creative 
embroidery and 
craftwork, Vilene^' 
has the essential 
interlining for 
every application. 

\/ilene®’s expertise and advanced technical know-how is world renowned and the 
focus is always on giving you great results, whatever you are making. You will 
discover the innovative range of sew-in and iron-on interlinings, volume fleeces, 
quilting grids and tapes as well as Bondaweb^ and Wundaweb but if you don’t 
know your Decovil from your Lamifax, then it’s time to rediscover what Vilene® can 
yUmipl offer There are tips, tricks and easy to follow 'how to' videos as well! 
niHItf For further information please visit our new website; 

WWW. vl i esel j ne.com 


WARWICKSHIRE 



Se.w Me So'^fc 4 u'i »^5 

3 The Minories 
Courtyard Gate 
Stratford Upon Avon 
Warwickshire CV37 6NF 

www.sewmesomefhing.co.uk 


WARWICKSHIRE 


Market Place, 
Alcester 
Warwickshire 
B49 5AE 
07931 095052 
www.harrvandfloss.co.uk 


WEST SUSSEX 



■7^ 

For All Your Sewing 9 up]illfi 5 1 



www.clothkits.co.iik 


WILTSHIRE 



1 0 Chinns Court, Warminster BA1 2 9AN 


Fabric, Yarn, Haberdashery, 
Jewellery, Arts & Crafts 

WORCESTERSHIRE 




Oo 

FABRICQLOGY 

OO 


Join us on Sew Soturdav for a series 
of special workshops and fabric safes, 

Emoll to register tor updates of 
info@wearefabricoiogy. com 


workshops are held of IDC 
WWW, mk berro wdesigneentre . co. y k 

In association with Fabilcotogv - 
wwwwearafabflcologv.com i 


WORCESTER 


STITCH * STCEtE 




Our seiving courses are 
designed for ait seurin^ 
feuefs and age groups. 
From 'Beginners learn to sew, 
to tailored trousers and 
Roman blinds/ 

www.stitchandsteele.com 

07975 999096 
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Join us on Sew Saturday for cake, free demos, discounts, offers, goody bags... and more! 

Look out in-^w^ w online tr nore information? 


Free Demos at all stores 

Free Sewing & Knitting Surgeries - if you are 

struggling with a project, please pop in to see us! 


Mostyn O Chester s Birkenhead ® Liverpool 
Manchester Bolton ^ Preston Hanley 


1 Sewing & Craft Classes - 

Buy online, visit 

0 abaktian.fabrics ® abakhanfabrics 

ABAKHAN 

[ North Wales & Liverpool stores 

www.abakhan.co.uk 

0 abakhanfabrics 0 abakhanfabrics 

hi^lntfon 9 Cnofitdty? 
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Butterick 

Join us for the Walkaway Dress Celebration! 


Ill MaiTli \ \\e 'Walkaway Drews' ^ihoint 

ri£!;ht) fratiiretl oji The (rreal Ilrifish Seirinfi( Bee. 
riiaustinds of sewer;? in tlie I K have since Ijeeii 
inspired lo Imjv the pattei'ii and creaie tiieir own 
vei'sion of this Butterick classic; sliaring pictures of 
tlieir W alkaway Dresses on FacelHJok and rwitlei; 
on ifieir Idogs and sewing websites. 

Fal)iic stores aiound the coniitry have liehl 


"Vi^dkaway ViVirksliopsy so w liatever a sewer s 
skill levek they liave been able to create tlieir ow ii 
uiii<|ne "X^alkaway Dress'. 

Kvery (jattern weSe sold has iiirlitdeil a 
contribulion to the Eve Appeal (Miarily. 

We are hosting an al'Lenioon tea to 
eelel)ratc tlie "Walkaway’ phenomenon on 
\>etlnesflay 7lh Oeltdier at the 
Knitting and Stiteliing Show at 


Alexandra Palace. Eoiulon. 

Do join us and oiii' sewing celebrity guests, 
to enjoy a tiaditional afternoon tea and to lielj) 
ns make the jiresemation of the cherine to 
the Eve A[)[»eal charity. 


Of coarse wt /tope von tril/ a (leaf/ nearing 
your ffalltfia^fi)' Dress, hnf tlon'l it^trry ifs 
itof eontpalsory! 


ncKcr ruicE: £25.00 

Includes entry to 

„ Walk..* ) 

XO BOOK: 

nr call 01475 



If ydu luivi'n'l niatk* ytuir 
dress yet. (here's still (imel 

After all^ f/te f/ress gaitted its 
a f line in 1952 because it is 
Sy> easy; row can start it after lireakfasf 

walk-airay in if for luncheon!^ 
B4790: Available from wvvw.sewdireet.eoni 




NOMINATE ONLINE NOW! wwwsewmag.co.uk/awards 



EXPERT JUDGES 

May Martin: 

Best Haberdashery Brand 

This year The Great British Sewing Bee 
judge and Sew colunnnist May Martin will 
be taking to our prestigious panel for a 
second year and will be nominating the 
Best Haberdashery Brand. 

Matt Chappie: Best Cutting Tool Brand 

We’re pleased to be welcoming The Great British Sewing Bee 
series three winner, Matt Chappie to the team to judge new 
category, Best Cutting Tool Brand to recognise which product 
range is a cut above when it comes to precision and ease of 
use! 


BRITISH 

SEWING 


AWARDS 


NOMINATE TODAY! 


GIVE YOUR FAVOURITE STITCHING 
BRANDS, PERSONALITIES AND 
HABERDASHERS THE RECOGNITION 
THEY DESERVE IN THE BRITISH 
SEWING AWARDS 2015 AND YOU 
OOULD WIN A BUNDLE OF PRIZES! 


We’re pleased to announce the return of the British Sewing 
Awards for SO15 and we want yon to nominate the people, 
places and products that enhance your hobby. Whether it’s a 
blog or book that’s taught you new techniques, or your local 
haberdashery shop you’d like to give a special mention, now’s 
your chance! Those with the most nominations will then be 


put through to our voting stage, where you will have the 
opportunity to place your final votes. Simply complete the form 
overleaf, or visit www.sewmag.co.uk/awards. Not only will your 
favourites be in with a chance of winning an award, but you’ll 
be entered into our prize draw to win a stash of sewing goodies 
worth £250. Have your say now! 



Wort 


Main form overleaf 


THREE EASY STEPS TO NOMINATE... 


Visit www.sewmag.co.uk/awards 


, WRITE YOUR NOMINATIONS FOR EAOH 
' OATEGORY ON THE FORM OVERLEAF 


A SELECTION OF , 
SEWING GOODIES | 
INCLUDING FABRIC, 
BOOKS AND MORE! 


Image for illustration purposes only 


sewmagxo.uk 


NOMINATE YOUR 
SEWING FAVOURITES 
TO BE AUTOMATICALLY 
ENTERED INTO OUR PRIZE 
DRAW TO WIN GREAT 
STITCHING PRIZES! 


SEND IT TO US AT 


Marketing Department, 
British Sewing Awards, 
21-23 Phoenix Court, 
Hawkins Road, 
Colchester, Essex, 

C02 8JY 


COMPLETE YOUR CONTAOT DETAILS 



NOMINATE ONLINE NOW! wwwsewmag.co.uk/awards 


Send your completed form 

to: Marketing Department, 
British Sewing Awards, 
21-23 Phoenix Court, 
Hawkins Road, Colchester, 
Essex, C02 8JY. 


your. ^ . 
riormnatums 

PRODUCTS: 

Best thread brand 


Best fabric brand 


Best new product 2015 


SEWING MACHINES: 

Best entry level sewing 
machine brand 



Best independent 
haberdashery shop 
(please tick area then add shop 
name and town/village) 

□ Wales 

□ Ireland 

□ Scotland 

□ North of England 

□ South of England 

□ Midlands 

Shop: 

Town: 



Please complete your details in 
BLOCK CAPITALS 

Title: Forename: 

Surname: 


Best quilting sewing 
machine brand 


Best pattern house 


Address: 


Best embroidery sewing 
machine brand 


Most desirable sewing 
machine 

Brand: 

Model: 

ONLINE: 

Best sewing blog 


Best online retailer 


RETAILERS: 

Best UK chain store 


Best for customer service 


RESOURCES AND 
ACTIVITIES: 

Favourite sewing personality 


Postcode: 

Contact number: 

Email: 

Date of Birth: DD/MM/YY / / 

Signature: Date: / / 

CLOSING DATE: 2ND AUGUST 2015 FOR NOMINATIONS 

Send your completed nomination form to: 

Marketing Department, British Sewing 
Awards, 21-23 Phoenix Court, Hawkins 
Road, Colchester, Essex, C02 8JY. 


Best sewing book 2015 


Best for sewing workshops/ 
courses 


Best exhibition/event 
experience 2015 


Terms & conditions of entry and data protection 

All entries must be received by 02/08/15. The competition is open to all 
UK residents aged 18 and over, excluding employees or agents of the 
associated companies & their families. One entry per household. Prizes will 
be given to the first entrants drawn at random by 28/08/15. Entrants must 
be made at www.sewmag.co.uk/awards or on the coupon provided (no 
purchase necessary). Photocopies are NOT accepted. Illegible entries and 
those that do not abide by the rules will be disqualified. No responsibility 
for entries lost, delayed or damaged in the post, proof of posting is not 
proof of delivery. The decision of the judge is final and no correspondence 
will be entered into. Winner’s name and county will be available by sending 
an SAE marked British Sewing Awards to Marketing Department, 21-23 
Phoenix Court, Hawkins Road, Colchester, C02 8JY. 

Your details will be processed by Aceville Publications Ltd (publishers 
of Sew) in full accordance with data protection legislation. Aceville 
Publications Ltd. and sister companies may wish to contact you with 
information of other services and publications we provide which 
may be of interest. Please tick here if you DO NOT wish to receive 
such information by Post □ Phone □ Email □ SMS □ . From time to 
time Aceville Publications Ltd. will share details with other reputable 
companies who provide products and services that maybe of interest to 
you. Please tick here if you DO NOT wish to receive such information by 
Post □ Phone □ Email □ SMS □ . 
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STUART HILLARD 

“This is the month to try a brand new 
technique, just because it looks fun!” 


I t’s the start of autumn and the 

season for lots of sewing, knitting 
and craft shows around the British 
Isles. It’s a very inspiring time of 
year, because I get to meet many 
thousands of people who are just as passionate 
about fabric and yam as I am, sometimes even 
more so. I never tire of seeing things that 
other crafters have made, whether they are 
seasoned sewers or first timers. The 
motivation that I gain from being around 
others who share my joy is immense and 
keeps me going aU year! 

Talking of inspiration, I have been 
teaching a series of seminars recently, aimed 
at craft retailers, with the specihc focus of 
encouraging creativity from their customers. 
It’s easy to assume that creativity always 
comes naturally. Most of us, myself included, 
need a helping hand every now and then, 
whether it’s to get out of a colour mt, step 
outside our comfort zone or try something 
completely new. 

I spent many happy years as an infant 
school teacher, and it never failed to impress 
me that the youngest children had a perfect 
willingness to have a go at pretty much 
anything. When you don’t know the rules or 
your own limitations, there is nothing to hold 
you back, but before we know it, there are so 
many things we tell ourselves we simply can’t 
do. Maybe this is the month that every one of 
us should try something new, buy a fabric in a 
colour we would never consider using, or 
learn a different technique just because it 
looks fum. If you’re going to any of the craft 
shows this autumn, look out for all the 
fabulous demos that are going on, take a short 
class and be prepared to play Hke children do. 
You never know what you might discover! 


Si'ouuri' K 



Our favourite home 
stiteher gets erafty 
with eolouring 

StyleAdvice 

Monochromatic colour schemes often make 
use of a single shade, but the most successful 
use a variety of tones. Achieved by adding 
white to the base colour, this look adds a 
wonderful sense of cohesion to a room and is 
a good choice if you are trying to mix different 
styles of architecture or furniture. Use a variety 
of textures to create extra interest. Here’s an 
interesting fact, new babies do not see colour 
well, so black and white objects and fabrics are 
the most visually appealing to them! 

Stuart’s Stash 

I am loving the 
new black and 
white prints from 
Studio KM for 
FreeSpirit Fabrics. 

Byzantium comes 
in a number of ^ 
different designs ^ 
ideal for colouring 
and embellishment! 
www.freesplrlifidx1uom 



HOME 

EVSPmATIOlVS 

One of the hottest trends in crafting right 
now is colouring in, a favourite childhood 
pastinne of mine! There is something 
wonderfully soothing about the simple act 
of staying between the lines. There are 
some beautifully complex black and white 
printed fabrics on the market right now, 
and teamed with a set of fabric pens and 
an iron, they offer up unlimited possibilities 
for creating exciting projects. Wash your 
chosen fabric first to remove any sizing, as 
this can inhibit take up of some dyes. Iron 
it onto sheets of freezer paper or place it 
in a large embroidery hoop to stabilise it. 
Many pens allow you to build up colour, so 
just one can offer many different shades. 
Let the fabric dry, then iron to heat set 
the inks, following the manufacturer’s 
instructions. You could even go one 
step further and add hand or machine 
embroidery or surface embellishments like 
beads or jewels. Use your totally unique 
fabrics in a home dec project, a bag or 
even framed on the wall! 

“One of the hottest 
trends in erafting 
right now is 
eolouring in” 


V .. 





Find out more at www.stuarthillard.com 


sewmag.co.uk 
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1950s Mtchen 

Create a weleoming spaee to make delieious meals in 


The kitchen is where all the good stuff happens. Food-themed prints and 1950s diner-inspired trims 
are the order of the day when making this essential room your culinary kingdom. Switch traditional 
blues and greens for fresh pinks and yellows, if you so desire, and accessories look even better when 

made from your favourite tasty treats in fabric form. 



Clockwise from bottom left: 1 Lemons in Sky, Metro Market collection by Monaluna for Robert Kaufman, £12 per metre, 
www.eternalmaker.conn 2 Teapots, Tea Garden collection by Molly Hatch for Blend Fabrics, £14 per metre, 
www.elephantinmyhandbag.com 3 Novelty Cupcake ribbon 25mm, yop per metre, www.plushaddict.co.uk 4 Encore 
Food, The Very Hungry Caterpillar collection by Makower, £11 per metre, www.plushaddict.co.uk 5 Blenders, Metro Cafe 
collection by Monaluna for Robert Kaufman, £12 per metre, www.eternalmaker.com 6 Recipes in Vanilla Navy, Feed Company 
collection by Sweetwater, £12.40 per metre, www.honeybeecloths.co.uk 7 Dress It Up In the Kitchen buttons, £2.45, 
www.beadandbuttoncompany.co.uk 8 Blue Utensils, Milk Cow Kitchen collection by Mary Jane Butters for Moda, £12.40 per 
metre, www.honeybeecloths.co.uk 9 Toasters, Metro Cafe collection by Monaluna for Robert Kaufman, £12 per metre, 
www.eternalmaker.com 10 Flower Sugar Teapot on white canvas, £12.50 per metre, www.sewhot.co.uk 11 Spoons in Grey, 
Tea Garden collection by Molly Hatch for Blend Fabrics, £14 per metre, www.elephantinmyhandbag.com 

sewmagxo.uk 



sew home 







Essentials 

• Cotton fabric, coordinating 

• Sewing themed ribbon 

• Black button 

• Lace flower 

• Metallic ribbon, scrap 

• Elasticated cord 

• Jam jars with lids 

• Acid-free glue stick 


Dimensions 

13cm diameter 


pretty jar 
toppers 

Keep your sewing stash tidy with our 
jam jar lid covers 


Give a new lease of life to an empty jam jar by using them to 
organise your sewing bits and bobs. Designer Carolyn Letten shows 
how you can use simple techniques to create fabric covers to make 
them look beautiful as they house your craft stash essentials. 


nmke a pincushion 
lid cover 

I Cut a 13cnn circle from green floral fabric. 

Tack 1cm in from the edge all the way 
around, pull the stitches together, but allow 
enough space to push stuffing in. Firmly 
stuff, then pull the stitching tightly and secure 
the end. To create a nicely shaped dome, 
lace the underside by crossing over long 
stitches from one edge of the circle to the 
other and set aside. 

2 Using lime green fabric, cut a 13cm circle 
and a 7.5cm grey gingham one. Add 
interfacing to the gingham circle and sew it 
onto the middle of the lime one by stitching 
around it 3mm from the edge. 

3 Create three individual loops from scissor 
print ribbon so that the scissors show and 
all three match. Secure them by stitching the 
raw ends at intervals of a third onto the 
gingham circle. 

4 Cut a 13cm diameter circle from green 
fabric and lay it right sides together with 
the front and pin in place. Stitch around the 
edge, using a 1cm seam allowance, making 
sure the ribbon loops do not catch in the 
stitches and leaving a small gap for turning. 
Clip the curves and turn out. Press and 
topstitch 1mm in from the edge. Stitch a 
second line around the circle, 8mm in from 
the first. 

5 Take a 25cm length of elastic cord and 
secure one end to a small safety pin. 
Thread this through the gap in the seam, 
going all the way around and out of the same 
gap. Place the cover over your chosen jam jar 
lid and pull both ends of the elastic tightly so 
that it has a snug fit on the jar, knot the ends. 

6 Remove from the lid, push the knotted 
ends inside the seam and machine stitch 
across the gap to secure. Fland stitch the 
pincushion to the middle of the cover. Take a 
length of printed ribbon and glue or stitch it 
around the join. 



stitch a tape measure 
lid cover 

I Cut a 13cm circle from geometric fabric and 
another 7cm chevron print one, using pinking 
sheers. Stitch the chevron print to the middle 
of the geometric using coordinating thread. 

Cut a 13cm circle for the back and pin it to the 
front, right sides together. With a 1cm seam, 
stitch all the way around leaving a gap for 
turning. Clip the fabric close to the stitches and 
turn right side out and press. Stitch 8mm in 
from the edge around the circle. 


2 Thread a length of elastic through the gap 
as before, fit to your lid and secure the ends 
tightly. Push the knot into the seam and sew up 
the gap. 

Take a length of printed tape measure 
ribbon and fold it over repeatedly to make 
seven small loops and secure with a couple of 
hand stitches in the middle. Place in the centre 
of the lid cover and sew through a black spotty 
button trapping a piece of metallic ribbon and 
purple lace flower underneath. 


sewmag.co.uk 
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the haberdashery 













Ditsy flower 

We used this vibrant floral 
print cotton from the Lime 
Twist range by Makower. 
£2.50 per fat quarter, 

www.secretgarden 

quilting.co.uk 


sewmag.co.uk 


Essentials 

• Assorted printed fabrics 

• White cotton 

• Wadding 

• White bias binding 

• Coordinating thread 


Dimensions 

Table centrepiece: 42cm square 
Coasters: 12.5cm square 


make a table 
eentrepieee 

I Cut 16, S.SciTi squares from printed 
fabrics, plus 12, 3.5cm x 8.5cm rectangles, 
three, 3.5cm x 38.5cm dividing strips, two 
5.5cm X 38.5cm and two 5.5cm x 48.5cm 
border strips from white cotton. 

2 Lay the printed squares in rows of four, 
until you are happy with your design. 

Pin a white rectangle to the right-hand 
edge of the first three designs in the top 
row, and stitch with a 5mm seam 
allowance. Join the three pairs together, 
add the fourth square, then press the 
seams open. Make up another three 
rows in the same way. 

3 Sew the top edge of the first dividing 
strip to the bottom of the top row and 
press the seam open. With right sides 
facing, join the second row of squares to 
the bottom edge of the strip, then repeat 
for the other two. Add the two short 
border strips to the sides and sew the long 
ones to the top and bottom edges, 
pressing the seams open. 

4 Place 45cm of wadding on top of 
white cotton and cut to the same size 
as the table centrepiece. With the 
patchwork panel on top, right side up, pin 
the three layers together. Stitch each seam 
in the ditch, working across the dividing 
strips. Trim the finished panel to 42cm 
square. Bind the edge with white bias 
binding, curving it gently at the corners. 


stitehaeoaster 

I Cut out four 7cm squares from printed 
fabrics plus two 3.5cm x 7cm rectangles 
and a 3.5cm x 16cm dividing strip from 
white cotton. 

2 Position the squares and sew the left- 
hand edge of a white rectangle to the 
right-hand edge of the top left square with 
a 5mm seam allowance, pressing over the 
squares. Sew the right edge to the top 
right square. Join the bottom two squares 
in the same way. 

3 Sew the top of the dividing strip to the 
bottom edge of the top pair of squares 
and sew the bottom edge to the top edge 
of the other pair. Layer and quilt the 
patchwork, wadding and square backing 
as for the table centrepiece, then trim and 
bind the edge with white bias binding. 


patchwork 
a table set 

Add a contemporary touch to your home 
with our centrepiece and coasters 

A simple patchwork design can make a big statement in any 
room, and this table set by Lucinda Ganderton would add the 
perfect decorative touch. Use scraps of fabric from your stash 
or choose coordinating prints from your favourite range to add 
detail to your tabletops. 
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Seed Puffs 
Jonquil 

Sweet blooms 
and cheerful 
golden hues. 



Petally Fresh 

Natural tones make 
up this floral print. 



Diaphanous Sand 

The perfect contrast 
in a neutral tone. 


We used the Gossamer range by Art Gallery Fabrics, which features a charming collection of vintage florals and 
classic gridwork. For stockists, visit www.hantex.co.uk/agf 


sewmag.co.uk 



SllkEj © Crigs>t-c3l£> 

One of the finest Dress and 
Furnishing Silk collections available 
in the World. 

Our stunning collection includes 
but not limited to, Dupion, Chiffoa 
Crepe, Duchess Satin. Lace and 
Velvet 



Sewing dosses available. 

The Fabric Stash - A beauti/iil 
collection of cotton prints available 
fiom our shop. 

1 st Floor, 7 Middle Row, Stevenage Old Town SGI 3AN 

NTel: 07534173663/ 
^ ^ 01438 311095 

www.5nippetsneedleworlc.com 

facebook/ s n i ppetsneed le wor k 



(gysewcreatTve A 

Fine fabrics & haberdashery 
Sewing & textile workshops 
Visit us or Shop Online! 

wvvw.sewcreative.org.uk 


20-22 Lovoni Sheet PETtRSFtELD, Hompshnei €032 3EW 

01730 05flrO2O info^sewcrecriiveoi&iA Cl 

Like u£ on Focebook, Follow u» on TwIHer ^ 



Calico Kate 

36 High Street, Lampeter SA48 7BB 
01570 422866 

British Sewing Awards 2014: Runner-up 
Best Independent Haberdashery Shop, Wales 
Twelve rooms of fabric to inspire you! 



www.calicokate.co.uk 



NEW THREADS QUILT SHOP 
www.new-threads.com 
tel: 01264 771443 




Of* 


Ladv Slipper Lodge 


Folk 


Quality quilting threads: Aurifil, YLI, 
Superior, Madeira, DMC, Gutermann, etc 

Dressmaking Patterns & Supplies 

108" Wide Quilt Backs - Wadding 

Moda Pre-Cuts - Large selection of 
Jelly Rolls^'^, Layer Cakes^*^, Charm Packs 

FABRIC.. .lOOO's of bolts! 

Studios 12 - 14, Craft & Design Centre 
Weyhill, Andover, Hants SPll OQN 
PLENTY OF FREE PARKING 
Orrections 8i info: www.new-threads.com 


Coach Parties Welcome - full day craft programmes, 
tearoom and art gallery on site - phone to book 
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“I will be thinking Halloween as 
you enjoy your summer BBQs” 

Coriime talks ‘magazine time’ and 
making quilts ror loved ones 


I cannot believe that weYe approaching 

autumn. Magazine time always runs faster 
than Year time so that our lovely readers 
actually have the extra month or so to 
make projects for a particular occasion. 

So I’m writing this weeks before you’ll read it 
and to be honest, I’m struggling to think of the 
nights drawing in and cooler evenings! 

Remember how Woolworths always had the 
Back to School signs 
out before you’d broken 
up for the summer 
holidays? That’s how it 
is at Sew HQ. I will be 
making up Halloween 
themed projects as you 
enjoy your summer 
BBQs, and I’m actually 
surprised I’ve not 
had my Christmas 
commissions yet! Now it 
would be difficult to try 
and combine quilts with 
going back to school, 
unless you count textile 
lessons, and my 
daughter’s experience 
of them is a far cry from 
the kind of thing she’s 
used to seeing me make 
at home. I have tried to 
persuade her to use a 
handmade patchwork 
tote to carry her PE kit 
in, but you can imagine 
the look of horror I 
recieved. It’s alright 
making themed 
cushions, bags and 
noticeboards for her 


friends as presents, but heaven forbid she 
should be seen using something herself. 

My niece on the other hand is more than 
happy to accept my lovingly stitched 
offerings. She turns 20 this year and is 
studying at university, so not quite as self 
conscious as a 15 year old. Qne of the first 
things she packed for her room was a red, 
white and blue, patriotic vintage patchwork 

quilt I’d made her 
a few Christmases 
ago, complete with 
pom pom trim and 
cuddle fleece 
backing. It’s been 
joined on the sofa 
by the applique 
Captain America 
shield cushion in 
similar shades. I’m 
not entirely sure, 
but I get the 
feeling her 
housemates, who 
are all boys (it’s 
great, they do all 
the cooking and 
won’t let her take 
the bins out) 
secretly covet the 
quilt, especially 
when it’s winter. 

As she’ll be 
moving into new 
lodgings next 
term, I may have 
to make her a few 
more quilts, to 
scatter around and 
share the love! 


Make these adorable and useful 
mouse hookends in issue 7 
of our sister magazine. 
Make it Today out now, 
www.makeittoday.eo.uk 
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.A PRYKE simplv pink 




Corinne 

loves... 

Gutermann HT2 TEXTIL 
Glue is solvent free 
and ideal for all sorts 
of creative work using 
fabrics, with the added 
advantage that it can 
withstand washing and 
dry cleaning. Priced £4.10, 
clover@stockistenquiries. 
co.uk 01453 883581. 



Quilt Art 
exhibition 

Quilt Art, one of Europe’s 
leading groups of professional 
quilt artists, celebrates its 
30th anniversary this year 
with an exhibition debuting 
at The Quilt Museum in York 
this autumn. This exciting 
new body of work showcases 
cutting edge quilting at its 
best. A must-see for quilt 
fanatics, head along from 11th 
September to 31st October 
2015. Visit www.quilt 
museum.org.uk/events. 


► 


For tickets and enquiries for The Festival of Quilts, visit www.thefestivalofquilts.co.uk 


◄ 
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SEWIO AND GET 

10 % 

OFF YOUR ORDER 

WWW.MINERVACRAFTS.COM 

Oess Fabrics * C>aft Fabrxs • Bidal Fabrics • fettems * AccesoriEs • and much much mora^ 


One use per oistomer, C^not be used in conjunctbn with any other offer. 



At L&C Fabrics - 
We Sew, we make, we create 


We are a family run business with a wide range of 
fabrics for quilting, dressmaking, sewing, 
homewares and crafts, 

Patchwork, sewing classes and workshops available. 
We have a vintage tea room with 
home made cakes. 


21 7.21 9 Grimsby Road, Cleethorpes, DN35 7HB 

T. 0 1472 600874 www.lcfabrics.co.uk 
lcfabrics@live.co.uk 


FREE CAR 
PARKING! 


OPEN: Mon - Fri 930-5pnn Sat 9.30-4pnn 


^ LJ ® 


the Slbrt of Samel Ivin^ VOU 


Dino 

FABRICS 



1 



Ranges of ex-designer, 
laisic and fashion fabrics, r 



View our online shop at 
i www.ditt<^abriC5,^co.uk 


21 Kensington Gardens, Brighton, BN1 4AL 
01273 603771 www.dittofabrics.co.uk 
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BLOCK 

of the 
MONTH 

GO GEOMETRIC WITH THIS MONTH’S 

zig zag block 


This month’s quilt is set to make a real statement. Featuring the REcollection range 
by Katarina Roccella for Art Gallery Fabrics, it has an on-trend chevron pattern that’s 
great for showing off a bigger or bolder design. We used a colourful print for the back 
too, so you can display either side for a flash of brilhance in any room. 
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We show you how! 




Essentials 

• 10 coordinating prints, fat quarter of each 

• Printed backing fabric, 160cm 

• 4oz quilt wadding, 150cm 

Dimensions 

Block: 31cm square 
Quilt: 107cm x 152cm 

Note: Use a 5mm seam allowance unless 
otherwise stated. 


Key: 

A: light 
B: light 
C: light 
D: dark 
E: dark 



create a block 

I Cut two 9cnn squares 
each from two fabrics, 
one light (A), one light (B). 
Cut four 9cm squares from 
each of three more designs, 
one light (C) and two dark 
(D and E). On the reverse of 
the lighter coloured squares 
draw a diagonal line from 
corner to corner. 

2 Pin together two squares 
of fabric A to two of D, two 
squares of D to two of C, two 
squares of C to two of E, and 
two of E to two of B, all right 
sides together. Stitch 5mm 
either side of the drawn lines 
[ 1 ]. Cut the sewn squares in 
half along the line [ 2 ], open 
out and press to make half 
square triangles [ 3 ]. 


3 Lay the triangles out to 
create the chevron design. 
Stitch together in pairs, then 
blocks of four. Sew these 
together to make a 31cm 
square, matching seams up 
accurately each time. Press. 

make a quilt 

I Cut all 10 fabrics into 9cm 
squares and place in order, 
alternating light and dark 
prints. Make into blocks, 
ensuring that the first fabric 
of the next block corresponds 
with the last fabric of the one 
before, for a seamless 
chevron pattern. 

2 Lay out your design 
in a 3.5 by 5 block 
design. Each vertical colour 
arrangement should repeat 


twice. Make up the quilt top 
by sewing blocks right sides 
together, matching seams 
accurately. Press. 

3 Press the backing fabric 
and lay it out on a flat 
surface. Place wadding on top 
and the quilt top right side 
up over this, in the centre. Pin 
the layers together at regular 
intervals and topstitch the quilt 
along every other zig zag in 
coordinating thread. 

4 Trim the wadding to the 
same size as the quilt top 
and the backing fabric 2cm 
larger all round. Fold in 1cm of 
the backing fabric, then fold it 
over the edge of the quilt and 
topstitch 1mm from the inner 
fold to make a 1cm border, 
mitring the corners as you 
do so. 



El , 
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‘‘This quilt is reversihe, so 
you can show off both sides 
of your creativity ” 


MAKE A GREEK KEY BLOCK 
WITH THE NEXT ISSUE OF SEW! 
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Cuneiform 
Script Fresh 

Pretty turquoise 
with flecks 
of white. 



Flowered 

Engrams 

Ornate 

A bold 

pixelated floral. 






Inherit 
Sunht 

Colourful 
diamond repeat. 


We used the colourful REcollection range by Katarina Roccella for Art Gallery Fabrics. For stockists, visit www.hantex.co.uk/agf 
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WE PICK THE BEST NEW 
PATCHWORK COLLECTIONS 

As we start to wave goodbye to warmer weather, we can look 
forward to crisp autumnal days. This month’s collections 
pay homage to the last of brighter shades with Jeni Baker’s 
Curiosities range for Art Gallery Fabrics, and get us ready for 
cooler months with Gloudg Fabric’s Sweet Autumn Day. 
Both feature animal prints and whimsical florals that are 
perfect for combining in quilts and home makes. 
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“Sweet Autumn Day reminds 
me of taking longs walks with my 
family and friends eolleeting leaves 
and little treasures as we explored 
the world around us. I wanted to 
incorporate the memories of these happy times. ” 

Sarah Betz, CloudS Fabrics 
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CLOUDY DAYS BLUE 
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5 APPLE AND PEAR RED 
For Art Gallery Fabrics and Cloud9 Fabrics stockists, visit www.hantex.co.uk/agf 
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Jeni Baker, Art Gallery Fabrics 




CURIOUS BUNNIES CALM 


“Curiomties was inspired by the many small 
wonders in life. I added a vintage twist that 
transports you to a whimsical garden. This 
collection is dedicated to my bunny George, 
who is ever curious! ” 


THIS 

MONTH’S 

PANTONE 

COLOURS 

September’s shades 
are rich and deep. 





BISCAY GREEN 15-5718 TCX j 
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The colours displayed on the Pantone swatches 
may be limited to CMYK printing process. 






Essentials 

• Spotted oilcloth, 25cm x 50cm 

• Floral oilcloth, 25cm x 80cm 

• Sewable clear vinyl, 15cm x 25cm 

• Zip, 19cm 

• Spotted cotton, 25cm 

• Large buttons, two 

Dimensions 

25cm X 50cm 


malie a cosmetic case 

I Trim spotted oilcloth to 25cnn x SOcrn. Cut a 
piece from floral oilcloth, 25cm x 50cm and 
place to one side. Cut two more pieces from 
floral oilcloth, one 16cm x 25cm and one 
6cm X 25cm. Use the leftover floral print to 
cut two 4cm X 8cm rectangles and a 4cm 
X 25cm strip. 

2 Place a zip right side up and lay the two 
small rectangles face down on top at either 
end. Stitch across, 1cm from the ends of the 
zip. Fold back to create tabs at either end of 
the zip. 

3 Lay the zip right side up, place the 16cm x 
25cm rectangle of floral oilcloth face down 
over it, lining up the two bottom edges and 
centring along the length of the zip and tabs. 
Use a zipper foot to sew the oilcloth to the zip. 
Fold it back and topstitch the seam, 2mm from 
the fold. 


4 Repeat for the 6cm wide strip of oilcloth 
on the other side of the zip. Trim the tabs 
at either end of the zip in line with the larger 
panels. Fold the pocket right sides together 
diagonally at one corner so the adjacent 
sides line up. Stitch across the fold, 2cm from 
the point. Repeat for the remaining corners 
to create a shallow tray. Turn out and use a 
turning tool to push out the darts. 

5 Place the pocket right side up on the 
bottom of the spotted oilcloth strip. Sew 
the bottom of the pocket to the strip with a 
3mm wide zig zag stitch on the edge of the 
fabric. Sew the sides to the strip in the same 
way before sewing along the top edge. 

6 Take the 4cm x 25cm strip of floral oilcloth 
and stitch right sides together to the top 
edge of 15cm x 25cm of clear vinyl. Fold the 
oilcloth over the edge, lining up the raw edge 
with the seam on the other side and topstitch 
in place. 

7 Position the vinyl 2cm above the pocket. 

Stitch the sides to the edges of the spotted 
oilcloth with a 3mm zig zag stitch as before. 
Make a pleat at either side of the vinyl along 
the bottom edge and zig zag in place. 

8 Cut two 2cm X 25cm strips of spotted 
cotton. Place face down over the seams 
in the middle of the organiser to cover them, 
lining up the raw edge with the zig zag. Sew 
down, 5mm from the edge. Fold up over the 
seam, fold under 5mm on the opposite raw 
edge and topstitch down to neatly cover 
all stitching. 

9 To make ribbon ties, cut two strips of 
spotted cotton 2cm x 22cm. Turn in 5mm 


PreHv 

cosmetics 

organiser 

Keep your toiletries tidy with 
a nifty travel hanger 


Gorinne Bradd’s designer holdall is just the thing for keeping everything 
safely stored when at home or away! Fully washable, lightweight oilcloth 
can he simple to sew, but always remember to pin in the seam allowance 
or use masking tape, to avoid holes in your fabric. 



on each short edge, and 5mm on each long 
edge. Fold in half lengthways, right sides 
out and topstitch 1mm from the edges. 

Repeat with two more pieces, 2cm x 15cm. 

Set these aside. 

Take the large piece of floral oilcloth 
and mark a centre point, 3cm from one 
end and 8cm from the other. Hand stitch 
the longer pieces of piping to these points, 
covering with ends with a large button. 

Fold the two shorter pieces into loops and 
tack to the top of the spotted oilcloth, 

m ^ 
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matching up the raw edges so the loops lay 
on the fabric. Pair up the two large panels of 
oilcloth wrong sides together with the higher 
button at the top of the organiser and tack 
together around the edges. 

Cut more 2cm wide strips of spotted 
cotton and use these to bind the edges 
of the organiser, covering all the stitching and 
tacking as you do so. Sew the top and bottom 
bindings first. Fold in the raw ends of the side 
strips before sewing in place. Topstitch on 
the floral side. 
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Sew reader 
Carolyn says... 

“Invest in a Teflon 
foot when sewing 
oileloth on your 
machine - it prevents 
any sticking fabric ” 
Carolyn Bales 




Fold up the h 


i up the loops at the 
top of the organiser, in 
order to hang it up. 
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Floral print 

We used the pretty 
floral Mllly Duck Egg 
matt oilcloth for our 
main fabric. Priced 
£12.99 per metre, 
www.onlyoilcloths.co.uk, 
01772 790017 . 


Go dotty 


Dotty Duck Egg oilcloth 
works beautifully with 
the floral print. Priced 
£12.99 per metre, 

www.onlyoilcloths.co.uk, 
01772 790017 . 
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These popping cushions 
hy Jill Alhlas take just 
a few hours to make, 
and the spray paint 
technique is quick, 
simple and spot on for 
a novice artist. So if 
you’re pushed for time, 
hut want to personalise 
your space, these 
stencilled designs are 
ideal for a nifty update. 




tropical 

cumimts 


Add an exotic flourish to 
your living space 







m 
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Essentials 

• Fabric, white or cream 

• Fabric spray paints, turquoise, 
magenta, yellow 

• Silhouette stencils 

• Stencil fixative 

• Square cushion pads, 35cm 

• Pinking scissors 


Stencil a cushion 

I Cut a 37cnn square from white cotton for the 
cushion front and 37cm x 46cm for the back. 
Wash then press flat. Cover your work surface 
with paper and place the fabric square on top, 
ensuring it is smooth. Spray a stencil with a 
light covering of fixative and press it in the 
centre of the fabric. 


Dimensions 

35cm square 


2 Shake a bottle of magenta fabric paint and 
holding the bottle about 20cm from the 
fabric, spray across the stencil. Repeat with 
turquoise and yellow so you’ve covered the 



the haberdashery 



stencil and overlapped the colours in places. 
Dab the stencil with kitchen paper or tissues to 
absorb the excess paint then remove. 

3 For the flamingo design, spray the fabric 
for the back with magenta, turquoise and 
yellow, and allow the colours to overlap. 

For the floral design, fix the stencil near the 
top of the fabric, spray with paints and dab 
with tissue as before then move further 
down and repeat. 

4 Leave the pieces to dry for a couple of 
hours, then fix the colours by placing a 
clean cloth on top and ironing for about three 
minutes on the cotton setting. Cut the larger 
piece of fabric in half. Fold and press 1cm along 
one of the long sides then fold over again and 
press and stitch to make a neat hem. Repeat 
on the other half. 

5 Place the fabric square for the front of 
the cushion painted side up on your work 
surface. Position the hemmed fabric pieces 
right side down, overlapping each other in 
the middle. 

6 Measure then pin and tack together to 
make a 35cm square. Sew around all 
four edges, then remove the tacking thread. 
Use pinking scissors to trim the excess fabric 
around the stitching. Turn out, press and insert 
a cushion pad. 


We used Silhouette stencils, stencil fixative and Fashion Spray by Marabu. 
Distributed by www.westdesignproducts.co.uk. Call 01303 297888 for stockists. 
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Sewing & Bag-making Supplies 

% 

Fabrics I Patterns | Supplies J Ha rd wa re 1 1 nterfaci ng 




www.susieddesigns.co.uk 


Get 10% off 
with code: SEWNOW 



Established 1963 


46 Sandy Park Road, 
Brislington, Bristol BS4 3PF, 

FREE PARKING 


INTERNET PRICES IN SHOP 


QIRFPT 0117 9778 216 

I I X 1^ Sales - Service - Tuition 

sewing machines 

www.direct - sewingmachines.co.uk 


Bernina - danome - Singer - Pfaff - Frister Rossman - Horn 




TILThC SUN GOES DOWN 

mSPIBSD BT THE 19Z0’3 - I^WS 


DIVINE DRESSMAKING FABRICS 

Original and unique to us • Fabulous fabrics for dress 
making, inspired by the best of I920's to I940‘s design 
^ Limited edition prints, designed by us and exclusive.. 
We also offer a small and treasured collection 
of Genuine Vintage textiles. 

And finally there's a few surprises in our eclectic 
collection of Patterns, Oddities and Treasures. 






www*tilthesunsoesclown»com 




POI..ITE NOTICE: 

FANCY MOON 

IB A SPLKNDin FABRIC BilOF 
FOR IMMKOIATK SKWING FLEABIJRE VISIT: 

www.fancyinoon.co.uk x 




www.fancymoon.co.uk 


SE\A/;ONTEMPORARY 


Visit our new bright 
welcoming shop with 
fully equipped studio 


40 A Hockenll Street 
Bishop's Stortford 
Herts CM23 2DW 

01279 320 287 


dressmaking fabrics 
quilting fabrics 
indie designer patterns 
haberdashery 
sewing classes 

O 

sewcontemporary.co.uk 




www.mauds-fabric-finds.com 
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HALF PRICE 


CRAFT BOOKS ^ 

FOR ALL SEW READERS! 



Stitch Step by Step 
RRP £12.99 


m 


DRESSMAKING 
step by step 

C1A$»C PATTSUiS AMD 
ES$eirnALTecHNiQiJes pc« A 
lUHOE OF EEAUTtFUl GAKMCim 



Dressmaking Step by Step 
RRP £12.99 



Quiiting Step by Step 
RRP £12.99 



Crochet Step by Step 
RRP £12.99 



Sew Step by Step 
RRP £12.99 



Knit Step by Step 
RRP £12.99 



Here at Sen/ we 
have arranged an 
amazing 50% off 
a selection of titles 
from DK Books! 
Choose from the 
step by step range, 
including Stitch 
Step by Step, 
Quilting Step by 
Step, Sen/ Step by 
Step, Dressmaking 
Step by Step, 
Crochet Step 
by Step and Knit 
Step by Step. So 
whatever your craft, 
you’re sure to enjoy 
one of these books! 




allow 28 days for delivery. 

DATA PROTECTION: Your details will be processed by Aceville Publications Ltd. (publishers of Sew magazine) in full accordance with data protection legislation. Aceville Publications Ltd (publishers of Sew magazine), and sister 
companies may wish to contact you with information of other services and publications we provide which may be of interest. Please tick here if you DO NOT wish to receive such information by Postg Phone^ Email|g SMS H 
From time to time Aceville Publications Ltd (publishers of Sew magazine) will share details with other reputable companies which provide products and services that may be of interest to you. 

Please tick here if you DO NOT wish to receive such information by Post j| Phone'g Email J SMS 








Download templates online 


4 



Walter 

the 





A contrasting tummy 
allows you to make this sea 
creature bold and beautiful 


4 






This friendly whale by Cheryl Owed 


eh is the perfect companion and proves a great way 
ht contrast fabric for the belly and underside of the 
\ mves in no time, so why not have a go at making 
Walter a friend? 


to recycle old jeans. Choose abrigljt 
fins and tad. Y ou’ll be riding the 


m ^ 
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Essentials 

• Denim fabric 

• Patterned cotton 

• Lightweight wadding 

• Fusible interfacing 

• Toy stuffing 

• Black embroidery thread 

• Coordinating thread 

• Crewel embroidery needle 

Dimensions 

25cm X 35cm 


Stitch a whale 


I Go to www.sewmag.co.uk to download 
and print the templates. Cut out one pair 
of bodies, one pair of fins plus one tail on the 
fold from denim and one pair of fins and one 
tail on the fold from interfacing. Cut one pair 
of tummies, one pair of fins and one tail from 
patterned cotton, plus another pair of tummies 
from wadding. 

2 Use the template to draw eyes on the right 
side of the bodies with a pencil. Embroider 
in satin stitch using black embroidery thread 
and a crewel needle. With right sides facing, 
pin the bodies together and stitch the centre 
back seam from points A to B. Snip the curves 
and press the seam open. 

3 Press interfacing to the wrong side of 
the denim fins. Pin each denim fin to a 
patterned one and stitch the outer edges, 
leaving the notched ones open. Snip the 
curves, turn right side out and press. Pin and 
tack the fins to the body with the denim sides 
facing, matching dots C and D. 


4 Mark the broken lines on the right side of 
the tummies with a pencil. Pin and tack 
the tummies right side up on wadding. 

Use white sewing thread to stitch along the 
drawn lines to quilt the tummy. Place the 
centre front edges together, right sides facing 
and pin either side of the notches. Sew the 
centre front seam A to B, leaving a gap. Snip 
the curves and press the seam open. 


5 Pin the body and tummy together, and 
stitch around the outer edge starting from 
point A. Snip the curves and turn the whale 
right side out. Stuff evenly with toy filling and 
slipstitch the gap closed. 

6 Press interfacing to the wrong side of the 
denim tail. Pin the tails together and stitch 
the outer edge, leaving a gap to turn through. 
Carefully clip the seam allowance to the inner 
corner, snip the edges and turn right side out. 

7 Press the tail and slipstitch the gap closed. 

With the denim tail facing up, pin the end of 
the whale to the centre of the tail, overlapping 
by 2.5cm. With a double length of thread, 
hand stitch the tail in place using small, 
discreet stitches. 
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Nimbus Teal 

We used Nimbus 
Teal from the First 
Light range from 
Cloud9 Fabrics. 

See www.hantex. 
co.uk/cloud9 for 

stockists. 
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;• Ttie Hottest Neu) Trends In Sewing 4- duiltmg / 



Patterns Fabric Notions 

10% off your first order with code SewNow 

g:euj H o-t . CO . u K 



BRITISH 

SEWING 

AWARDS 



Nominate your sewing 
favourites to be 
automatically 
entered into our 
prize draw to 
win a selection 
of stitching 
goodies 
worth £250 


www.sewmag.co.uk/awarcis 


‘ T&Cs apply refer online 










# 
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narlequw 

4 Makhng gnat Mngs from 
your fabric since 1966 


Top designers come to us because our 
quality is superbi our turnaround time is 
exceptionally fast and we have a passion 
for what we do - 
we speak your language! 

Harlequin, Shop Road. Little Bromley, 
Manningtree, Essex CO I I 2PZ 

01206 396167 

WWW. harlequin-uk.com 

@’ro I rrdhi tUo i /s 









THE BIG 
TEXTILE 
SHOW 

26th/27th of September 2015 

Leicester Grammar School 
London Rd, Great Glen, 

Leicester LE8 9FL 

10am ~ 5pm Saturday 10am - 4pm Sunday 


KNIT 
FELT 
PRINT 
EMBROIDER 
WEAVE 
SPIN 
BEAD 
CROCHET 

info@thebigtextileshow.co.uk 

www.thebigtextileshow.co.uk 
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rag doll 

Use fabrics from your stash to make 
Square Peg and friends 

Have some fan making this simple rag doll for your little one. Designed by Jane Bull, she’s 
stitched from rectangles of fabric, just like a mini cushion with arms and legs, so couldn’t 
be easier to sew as there are no curves. It’s a great project for using up pieces from your 
stash. Why not enlarge the templates and create a whole f ami ly of peg doUs in differing 
sizes? They can have their veiy own look by simply changing the fabric colour and design 

of their clothes. 



sewmag.co.uk 
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Essentials 

• Cream linen 

• Printed cotton 

• Stripe cotton 

• Plain cotton 

• Denim 

• Toy stuffing 

• Ribbon 

• Permanent pens 

Dimensions 

14cm X 39.5cm 


make a mini peg doU 

1 Trace the templates from page 100 or download 
them from www.sewmag.co.uk and print. Pin 
the paper pieces to fabric and cut two sets of each 
shape. Open up all the folded pieces and press. Pin 
a foot to a leg, right sides together, and stitch using 
a 1.2cm seam allowance. Repeat for a hand and arm, 
then a head and top. Sew a skirt to the other side of 
the top. Repeat for the remaining pieces. Press all 
the seams open [ 1 ]. 

2 Fold one leg piece in half lengthways and pin. 

Using a 7mm seam allowance, stitch down the 
long edge and the end of the foot, leaving the top 
open. Clip the corners and turn out. Repeat for the 
other leg, then for both arms. Fill all the limbs with 
toy stuffing. 

3 Fold and press under a 1.2cm turning at the top 
of both head pieces. Place the body section 
right side up with the head at the top. Align the top 


raw edge of the legs with the bottom of the body piece 
and pin and tack. Lay the other body section right side 
down on top of the legs. Pin, tack, then stitch together 
at the bottom edge, using a 1.2cm seam allowance [2]. 

4 Open up the fabric and lay flat. Position the arms 
either side of the body, aligning the raw edges as 
before. Pin and tack [ 3 ]. Place the body fabric together 
again and pin and tack the side edges together [ 4 ]. 

5 Stitch down both sides using a 1.2cm seam 

allowance, taking care not to catch the rest of the 
limbs. Turn out through the top of the head. Fill the 
body with toy stuffing, then pin the top folded edges 
together. Sew the opening closed with slip stitch [ 5 ]. 

6 To make the face, draw eyes and a mouth directly 
onto the fabric with permanent felt pen [ 6 ]. Use 
chalk or pencil to mark an outline first if desired. Sew 
a ribbon as a bow on the doll’s head and a trim around 
the waist. 




the haberdashery 



Blossom print 

This Asia Flower dobby 
fabric by Kokka is pretty 
in pink and has a lovely 
tactile texture. Priced 
£11.60 per metre, 
www.modes4u.com 



1 Hy Sewing 
! Machine 



For more simple projects for 
beginners, take a look at 
My Sewing Machine by Ja ne Bull 
(£12.99, DK), www.dk.com 
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Make a big dolly by 
ehlarging the. templates 
by 200% and using a 
30cm X 40cm cushion 
V; pad^for the body. 





You can enter online at www.sewmag.co.nk 


^ just tick 
the boxes! 

To enter our giveaways, just tick the box that 
corresponds with the prizes you want to win and 
send your entry to us no later than 11.09.2015. 
Mark your envelope: Sew September Giveaways, 
PO Box 443, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP2 8WG. 

□ PATTERNS □ DUGK&DUEFEL 

□ DAYLIGHT □ HANTEX □ BROTHER 

□ FISKARS □ MARGO SELBY □ VILENE 

What made you buy this month’s Sew? 

I I FREE New Look 6035 nnulti pattern pack 
r~| I subscribe 

n other 


What’s your favourite project this issue? 

I I Dress to tunic rework [ j Painter’s smock 
[~] Walter the whale Q Quilted clutch bag 
□ Other 


M r/M rs/M iss/Ms/Other. 
Name 


Address. 


Postcode 

Daytime phone. 

Mobile 

Email 

Date of birth 


Only one entry per household please. 

This competition is open to all UK residents aged 18 or 
over, excluding employees or agents of the associated 
companies and their families. One entry per person. The 
prizes detailed in each competition cannot be exchanged 
for goods, or towards the purchase of goods at any retail 
outlet. Entries must be on the coupon provided. It cannot 
be exchanged for cash, or replaced if lost or damaged. 
Illegible entries and those that do not abide by these 
terms and conditions will be disqualified. Prizes must be 
taken as stated and cannot be deferred. The decision of 
the judge is final and no correspondence will be entered 
into. CLOSING DATE 11.09.2015 Winners will be notified 
after the cover dated month, a list of winners will be 
available in writing on request from Rachel Tudor, 

21/23 Phoenix Court, Hawkins Road, Colchester, Essex, 
C02 8JY. *Just pay £3.99 postage. 

Data Protection 

Your details will be processed by Aceville Publications 
Ltd (publishers of Sew) in full accordance with data 
protection legislation. All entries become the property of 
Aceville Publications Ltd, publishers of Sew Aceville 
Publications Ltd and sister companies may wish to 
contact you with information of other services and 
publications we provide which may be of interest. Please 
tick here if you DC NCT wish to receive such information 
by Post Q Phone □ Email □ SMS Q. From time to time 
Aceville Publications Limited will share details with other 
reputable companies who provide products and services 
that may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you DC 
NCT wish to receive such information by Post □ Phone 
□ Email □ SMS Q. 






Enternawforyour chance 
to win these amazing prizes! 


Tilly and the Buttons 
pattern range 

Get stitching a whcle new wardrcbe 
with the entire range cf patterns frcm 
Tilly and the Buttcns. One lucky winner 
will get eight sewing patterns, including 
the brand new Bettine dress and Fifi 
pyjama set! With easy tc fcllcw steps 
and in a range cf sizes, ycu will have 
plenty cf new cutfits in nc time. Visit, 
www.tillyandthebuttons.com tc view 
the full selecticn. Tc enter, tick the 
‘PATTERNS’ bcx 


Daylight lumps 

Three lucky winners will get cne cf these 
fabulcus pcrtable desk lamps. Lightweight 
and designed tc fold neatly away for easy 
transpcrt, they will give ycu the ultimate 
spread cf light acrcss the whcle cf ycur wcrk 
area with an ingenicus easy-twist acticn. 
Perfect for all that late night sewing! 

Tc enter, tick the ‘DAYLIGHT’ bcx. Order 
cniine cr for details cf ycur nearest stcckist, 
visit www.daylightcompany.com cr call 
0208 964 1200 . 

m , 
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New ycu can make ycur cwn beautiful lampshade 
using Duck & Duffel fabrics. One winner will receive 
this simple kit, with full instructiens, that cemes with a 
20cm frame tc make a ceiling cr table lamp. Cheese 
frcm a range cf bespeke fabrics tc cever ycur shade, 
and create semething unique for ycur heme. Visit, 
www.duckandduffel.co.uk for mere prcducts. Tc 
enter, tick the ‘DUCK & DUFFEL’ bcx. 


HANTEXWOOLFELTBUNDLE 

Established for ever 20 years, Hantex is a UK 
based distributer cf a huge range cf prcducts 
for sewing and fabric crafts. Available in the 
very latest ccicurs and cn-trend shades, we 
have three branded weel felt bundles tc give 
away. Use them tc create beautiful makes 
and enhance ycur prcjects. Tc enter, tick the 
‘HANTEX’ bcx. Visit, www.hantex.co.uk tc 
find ycur Iccal stcckists. 


3 

to win! 


sew shopping 





Enter online at www.sewmag.co.uk 


mere than 

£1^200 

worth of prises! 


Margo Selby 
cushion set 


Margo Selby is a 
woven textile design 
company that produces 
exceptional quality 
fabrics, rugs and 
accessories which 
blend effortlessly with both 
contemporary and classic interiors. We have 
a gorgeous cushion set for one lucky winner that is 
sure to bring elegance to any room in the house. To 
enter, tick the ‘MARGO SELBY’ box. See all of their 
lovely furnishings, at www.margoselby.com 


Vilene bundles 


Three winners will receive a bundle of products, including Vilene 
lightweight interfacing, stretch interfacing and Bondaweb. 

These are the perfect choice for adding structure and stability 
to all your projects! To enter, tick the ‘VILENE’ box. Make sure 
to visit Vilene’s new website www.vlieseline.com, a vital source 
of information and inspiration for everyone with a passion for 
sewing and crafting. For stockists, email 
crafts@stockistenquiries.co.uk or call 01453 883581. 


Make beautiful 
ereations like these 
with Vilene 


Brother XR37NT sewing machine 

This Brother sewing machine features a wide range of stitches, 
making it ideal for repairs, dressmaking and home furnishing projects. 
It’s designed to make sewing quick and easy, including an automatic 
needle theader and quick set bobbin system. It also boasts 37 built-in 
stitches, a hard case and comes with a three year warranty. It’s 
fantastic value for money and is sure to help you create beautiful 
things! To enter tick ‘BROTHER’ for more information, visit 
www.brothersewing.co.uk 


4 

to win! 


Fisimrs 

sdssorsets 


Scissor handles can be tricky if 
you have arthritis, joint pain or 
just have large hands. Fiskars has a solution 
with the new Easy Action scissors. They 
have a spring action that gently opens the 
blade after each cut to reduce hand strain. 
We have four sets of Easy Action Razor 
Edge Softgrip Scissors and Easy Action 
Micro-Tip Scissors to give away. Fiskars 
products are available in John Lewis, 
Hobbycraft, The Range and independent 
craft shops around the UK. 

Visit www.fiskars.co.uk for 
more information. To enter, 
tick the ‘FISKARS’ box. 


to win! 


Worth 

£209 
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All features are subject to change 


Next month in 






Meet Prince George ’s 
clothes desUgnex! 

Autumn makes & gifts 

Great garments to stitch 
and wear 


MmpficHy 


^ Ratedby 

OUR EXPERTS 

C E R 

BS^a TOYOTA 


ntmui »ew meii'airicK: 
Behind the scenes of a Singer session 






4 ^ : 
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October issue on sale 28th August 


NEW LOOK 6302 
Dress & Jacket 
Combo 

• Easy sew shift 

• Bomber jacket 

• Cropped cover-up 
option 


NEWLOOK' 

PATTERN 


SeM/ 0/ 

eUveAS 
jcuokjU- 
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sew Meedtoknow 


Wendy’s 

wisdom 

4ioi^J h us^ 

SA^J'oJiZc 'Hu^cisuU 

Metallii' threads are ideal ffireinhellisliin^, 
e List ( ail Lsin^ and adding stylish design 
details to yiair projects. 11iey can \k^ sewn 
on a regular maeliine and conihined with 
pretty det‘t)rati\T stitt'hes. 

1 Mutallie threads have metal in them, 
lienee tlie name. I’his can wear away tiny 
j^rooves in tlieeye ofthe machine needle* 
wdiich then sna^^s tlie thread causing it tcj 
shreil or break* Metallic neetlles have a 
largcu' e\ e wdi it'll is coated to })rev(ait this 
happeiiiiig, Hiey Lwe a\'ailahle in di tfereiit 
sizes to suit various fabric weights. 

‘2 If yon don't have a iiietallie needle, tiy 
an einbi'oidery (jr tt)|xstit(^h one and kcx?p it 
for metallic tliread only* Hiese ^ilsu have 


larger eyes to hel]i the thread slip through 
more easily. Use additional needles for the 
different of metallic th read as thex^ \v !ll 

tdl effect llie eye ofthe needle tlillerently. 

8l(nr yonr stiteiiing speed down. Metallic 
threads are more delicate and tentl to lireak 
easily at veiy fast s|x’cds, jiartit'ulaiiy wiicn 
sewing dect>rative stitches. Reduce llie S]ieed 
dial on your machine or jiress more lightly 
on the fiHJt t>edal. If you haveditlieulty in 
controlling the sjx’cd with the fciot ix^lah 
Ltini it over and ])ress the untlersitle - it lielps 
w ith the eontiTil! 

4 Lse a hasie colour thread hi the tM>hhin 

such as w hitc for light fahries anti grey for 
dark ones. If the Ixjlibin thread conies to 
the tojiof the w ork when sewing deennitive 
stitches, try using a reel of Matleira Bolihinlik 
wdiich IS a lighter, finer thread, 
i5 It is often lietler if the thread is held 
on an upright spindle, rather than the 
Iiorizonial one. [f your second s|)indlc 
(usually inseited for twin needle stitching) is 
vertical, use this instead. Otherw ise, you can 
put the thread in a cupbeliind the maeliine 
and feed it tii) Irom there. 





(i Sew ing with metallic thread is one of 
tlie few times w hen it may he necessary 
to adjust the tension on your sew ing 
machine. Rwiucethe ujijier tension 
(Uwver numl>er) if it lx‘eonies necessary\ 
Remember ttJ always try out the stitching 
on a sample of fabne first. 

“‘Ahmys use a metallic needle 
xcith metallic threads” 


j^Of BEADING FOOT 

This foot is a useful tool for adding surface 
detail and decorative design to a plain 
garment or cushion cover. It has a deep 
groove on the underside through which the 
string of beads is fed as you stitch over it. 
You can also feed fine piping cord, braids 
and crochet cottons through the channel and 
stitch over them to create 3-D surface detail. 


WHICH STITCH? 

The best stitch to use with the beading foot is a simple 
zig zag stitch which goes over the beads, and stitches 
either side, anchoring them in place. Check the width 
will go from side to side over the beads and increase or 
decrease it (using the stitch width button) so that the 
stitching is just on either side of the beading. Increase the 
length to three or four so that the stitching is spaced out 
and slips between the beading. If necessary, having sewn 
the embelMshments in place, you can roil the beads to 
encourage the stitching to slip in between them. 





Use these stitches in everyday 
hand sewing 


B ^aCK S U - ^ strong hand stitches with a neat finish 



1 Secure the thread on the wrong side of the fabric 
and bring the needfe through to the surface to start 
the first stitch, Moye a stitch length backwards along 
the sewing line, take the needle batik through the 
febric, then bring it to the surface at the end position 
of this stitch. 

2 Moving back along the stitching line, take the 
needle down through the same hole as the 
previous thread. Bring it to the surface for the end 
position of the ^itch. Repeat alor>g the sewing line 
to create even stitches. 



1 Working on the fold in the fabric, secure the 
thread with a double stitch. 

2 Pick up two threads of the fabric with the 
needle tip, then slip the needle through the 
fold of the hem. Bring the needle out Smm 
along, then pick up two more threads of fabrk: 
before returning through the fold of the hem, 

3 Pull the thread lightly as you work to tighten 
the stitches, being careful not to distort the 
fabric which makes the stitches visible. 



(-Rl_N - \ 

Knotted stitches on the fabric’s surface 


1 Bring the thread to the surface at the position 
for the knot. Wrap the thread around the needle 
tip twice and take it back through the fabric 
where it came up. 

2 Ease the knot onto the surface of the fabric, 
holding it steady while pulling the needle 
through to the wrong side. Stitch to secure or 
return to the surface for the next French knot. 


Heicmagxojik 


sevf advice 


ESSENTIAL INFO AND ADVICE FOR SUCCESSFUL STITCHING 



STEPS TO SUCCESS 


• Measure yourself in your underwear, 
preferably in the bra you will be 
wearing with your garment. 

• Use a new tape measure as they can 
distort out of shape over time. 

• Ask a friend to help you, especially 
with tricky measurements such as 
your back-neck to waist and height. 


Bust 

Waist 

Hip 

Back-neck to waist 
iength 


• Be honest with your 
measurements and remember 
pattern sizes are totally different 
to ready-to-wear high street sizes. 

• Use your measurements to help 
you adjust the pattern to fit your 
shape, not forgetting to take the 
required ease into account. 


STITCH 

DICTIONARY 


A row of stitches which helps 
stop curved edges such as 
necklines from stretching 
out of shape. 


/ IfHjiMt'M up 


The key to successful fitting is taking 
accurate body measurements and comparing 
them to those on the pattern envelope in 
order to make appropriate alterations. 


6 


1 Bust 

Around the fullest 
part of the bust. 

2 High bust 

Around the chest, 
above the bust and 
under the arms. 

3 Waist 

Around the smallest 
part of your waist. 

4 Hip 

Around the fullest 
part of your hips. 

5 Back-neck to 

waist length 
From the base of 
the neck to the 
natural waistline. 

6 Height 

Measure standing 
against a wall. 


stock your sewing box with these useful tools 


\ [ Dressmaking shears 

\ [ Rotary cutter 

\ [ Embroidery scissors 

[~~[ Ruler 

\ [ Iron 

\ [ Safety pins 

\ [ Needles 

\ [ Seam ripper 

\ [ Pinking shears 

\ [ Sewing machine 

Pins 

[^Tailor’s chaik 

1 [ Removabie ink pen 

\ [ Tape measure 




• If making for a small child, omit any 
small embellishments and embroider 
details such as the face instead. 

• Use hypo-allergenic toy stuffing and 
fabrics that are chemical-free 

or organic materials. 

• Ensure you use strong stitching to 
prevent filling materials escaping. 

• Use textiles which can be machine 
washed to get rid of dirt and bacteria. 



ouub 

Know these connnnon fabric quantities 


Quantity 

Description 

Charm pack 

5” (12.7cm) squares, usually containing one of every 
print from a collection 

Jelly Roll 

2.5” X 42” (6.4cm x 106.7cm) strips, trademark of 

Moda, but similar products are available 

Layer cake 

10” (25.4cm) squares, typically including 42 pieces of fabric 

Fat eighth 

An eighth of a metre cut into a rectangle 

Fat quarter 

A quarter of a metre cut into a rectangle 

Long quarter 

A quarter of a metre cut by the full width of fabric 
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sew 

templates 


To download more templates, 
visit www.sewmag.eo.uk 


How to download templates 

1 To download actual-size templates for this 
issue’s projects, visit www.sewmag.co.uk 
then click on the Templates tab to view our 
archive of templates. 

2 Select the September issue’s templates, 
log in, then click the Download Template 
tab. The pattern folder will automatically 


transfer onto your computer. 

Follow the instructions to print all or 
selected templates. 

3 If you haven’t already registered, you’ll 
need to create a log-in for our website to 
allow you exclusive access to all of our free 
downloads and templates. 


1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

- - - J - - 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

RAG DOLL 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Designer: Jane Bull 

1 

1 

1 

Page: 91 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Shown at 100% 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



HEAD 

Cut two 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Join to top 

1 

1 


1 

1 

Top: Join to head 


Skirt: Join to top I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


TOP 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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SKIRT 

Cut two 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Top: Join to skirt 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Cut two 
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Our favourite new sewing books^ 
plus what 's on the Sew blog 



meet the author 

5 minutes with... 

Wendy Gardiner 

Containing 15 fresh, fun fat quarter 
projects, from doorstops and drawstring 
bags to tablemats, aprons and cushions, 
stitching pro Wendy’s latest title is ideal 
for sewers of all abilities. It starts with a comprehensive 
techniques section, then leads onto the exciting projects, 
which feature inspiring photography, instructive 
illustrations and heaps of 
handy advice. We caught up 
with Wendy to chat about 
the title, and why she simply 
adores fat quarters! 

What do you love about 
fat quarters? 

I love the fact that you can 
get fabulous fabrics in 
affordable quantities, 
often colour and pattern 
co-ordinated beautifully, 
making the decision of what to 
put together so much easier! 




What’s the most surprising thing you ean make from a 
few fat quarters? Clothing! You can make sleeveless shell 
tops, simple skirts, even trousers - just piece some together 
to create a unique garment. 



The book promotes using up your leftovers, what’s your 
top reeyeling savvy tip for readers? 

Never throw away fabric remnants! You can always cut 
them into strips, then stitch and flip, just like my pillow 
with piping or draught excluder. 

What’s your favourite make 
from the book? 

That is difficult as I loved doing 
them all! I think the party clutch 
with the bubble’ textured front is 








probably my favourite. Although, 
I do also love the disappearing 
nine-patch technique used for 
the bag. It is so easy and great 
for non-patchworkers. 


Fun with Fat Quarters by Wendy Gardiner 
(£10.99, Search Press). 


SeMj (jove4... 



All Points 
Patchwork 

This is the book you need for 
everything English paper 
piecing, with gorgeous 
projects to accompany 
the how-to sections. It will 
ensure you have perfectly 
matched points every time. 

This complete course in the 
craft takes you far beyond 
traditional hexagons with 
step-by-step photos showing 
you how to connect triangles, octagons, 
diamonds, jewels, triangles, tumblers, 
pentagons, and curved shapes. And it provides 
lots of novel ideas for incorporating the designs 
into anything from home decor to clothing! 

All Points Patchwork^ by Diane Gilleland 
(£14.99, Storey Pubhshing). 

on the Sew blog 

www.sewmag.co.uk/blog 

Love your local fabric shop? Then show them some love this Sew 
Saturday, on 17th October! With top names such as May Martin 
as ambassador, it’s a celebration of the independent fabric store 
and haberdasher. There’s set to be a wide range of special events 
happening across the country, including star appearances from 
leading personalities in the industry, plus workshops. Keep up to 
date with the latest goings on by checking 
the Sew blog regularly for updates! 


‘Sho^ 




yoiir local 

fabric 
shop 

some love 
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NIlW FOREST lABryCS 


Beautiful Fabric Collections 

14 Shamrock Way, Hythe Marina, 
Southampton S045 eDV 

02381 783386 
www.newforestfabrics.co.uk 


Fabrics, haberdashery & 
everything inbetween! 

Glaigaw 30 Clj^e &AlQ 

Gtugow 1 44 Ariyb Street. G1 SBL 

Edinburgh 

Falkirk l4CswVVyrid,P<l IPL 
sFi.iN'.*<'«iN 5 s Haitillton 3CMlwwScreet.HLJ6DG 
ww w.nemnantk i ngs.cQ^uk 


;Be//e Fabrics 

■ For Bndail, Dress. Graff Fumsliing Fabffcs ; 
Slonkists 0 ? Buttefick, \togiie, McCalls i 
& SimpUcily E>ess Psrnero& ' 
BaeiSfVE FlANGE OF FLABEHDASHEFfY ; 
AN ENOflMOUS RANGE OF FABRICS^ | 
ST0CK»?rS OF STYLECBAFT AND ; 
BEflOERE OE FRANCE WOOL I 

TEL 01702 474115 i 

belindamS'bellefabrics.freeserve.co.uK : 

4-12 Sm Road, LflgtxifbSea, Essek SS9 ISN i 
OPENMON^T0em-S.3Opm ! 


directory 


The essential A-Z for all 
your sewing needs 


DftEWORMI 


FABRICS 


FABRICS 


www.beckfordsilk.co.uk 
Silks & velvet. Natural, printed 
& dyed to shade. Small quantities 
At wholesale prices. 01386 881507 


Day, Evening, Elridal, Couture Fabrics. 

MniJ Under Service available ^ V 

,.1^.1^028 9335 1277 Ti':^ 

WWW craftsvvoma nfabi^feSdin 

Lad 1. kilroot Business Park, tPR 

E cxv-nibiicsCri^j 






Fabrics Plus 

Patetiwork Si Quilting Fabrics Inc Icily 
RdILs, Fat Quarters, Ctiarm Packs etc. 
Day wear and Bridal Fabric, Large Range 
of Haberdashery, Knitting Wcwl & 
Patterns, Sewing Patterns 

19 Badntfnton ftoad, [kiwrwiul, Bristol, fiS16 6BB 
TelrOU7 3293857 

www.fabricsplus.co.uk 

.Ti 


DLiccnSbim 


, . 1 , % 




Online fabric shop for unique European 
fabrics from HNco. Stenzo. Swaflng 
Llllestoff and Polyten. Farbenmix and 
Mamu design patterns and fbe popular 
0TT0B8E design sewing magazine for 
women and kids. 

if you want something a little bit different 
then visit js at 


' ■ “^or all your ' 

* ^tchmork 8 Quitting needs 

M^shraHff Fabrics' 

www.stepes.eba^ co. u k/Marshland-Fabrtcs 

“ - 

|anhlMd Hoiure jlliddl^rave, Wisbech, Camte PE14 aJI 
^sits lir prior arranfemeiit - Tol - D1 946 43061S 


Sew 

kin- '- ' ni.“- . ■lkilii'ifIiL'ilrji|. 

UiiiCi ■:ir»in ' 

mN'w. se wcha rm ing.to.uk 


Material Needs 

FOR DRESS AND QUILTING FABRICS 

www.material-needs.co.uk 

Tel: 0 1 278 79475 1 Simplidn^ Butterick and Kwik Patterns 


KOOS 

F^BPK 


MANCHESTER 


419 Sorloiu Moor Ad 
Chorlton 

McinchQster JVI21 8€R 
T«l: 0U1 aet T9M 


JL^tflUsiTOM ¥ 


BIRMINGHAM 


1 St 

Digbstb 

Sirmingham B5 bJX 
l»U0U1 m41Ql 


1000s of Bolls Qt Reofif^ Prices! 

Stockists of oil kinds of 

• Foshion Fabrics • LUoolens • UJorsteds 
Polyuuools • Polyesters • Cotton • Donee lileor 
• Linings • Bridal LUeor • Satins • Suiting 
• Lycro and much, much more! 


iuiuui.leonsrobrics.co.uk 


@^%Aghmg cffedgchog 

Online Shop Re-launch! 

WWW. laughinghedgehog.com 


■ RftEEOeuVERV ON ORDERS OVER ew 
HliGE RANGE OF FRE-CUT FABRIC 
Over 1200 FABRICS ON THE BOLT 
10Q% SECURE CHECKOUT 


www.fabricland.co.iik 

Everything from Craft Cottons, through Polar Fleece to Lyva 

tel; 01425 461444 


k 

to Lyaa 


1 


Dress, curtain, and 
patchwork fabrics. 
Haberdashery, buttons and 
quilting notions. 

And much, much, more 
www.mandors.co.uk 


134 Renfrew Streeti 
Glasgow^ G 3 6 ST 


adjustoform 


To see our full range & 
find a stockist please 
visit our website: 

WWW. ad j ustofo rm « c 




Create Escape 

Contemporary interiors, fabrics & 
workshops 

Fisherton Mill, Fisherton St, Salisbury 
WWW, create-escape .com 


Only Oilcloths 
01772 790017 
www.onlyoi Icloths.co.uk 


Calico Kate 

36 High Street, Lampeter, 
SA48 7BB 
01570 422866 
WWW, cal icokate.co.u k 


<^3Z» *>37* 
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FABRICS 


www.pefinineoutdoof.co.uk 

Wide range of water reshtarit fabrics for clothing, covers, bags etc. 
Micrr^fleece, sweatshirting and T-shirting, also buckles, 


webbing and iips etc. 


FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE 


Tel: 01524 263377 

outdoor 


HABEROMHERY 


PATCHWORK S QUILTING 



'mREADS QUILT SHOP 

...Tel: 01264 771443 


new.threads@jlis.co.uk 
WWW. new-th read s.com 


Uftef/y DBlightful Fatnc Emporium 


ta 

itches 


from 

“KacSto 




CC) 01302 750 ?73 @ 07734 385 382 


St Marys Courf. TldifftiW, DNtI 9iX 


PAHERNS 


Couling 

Sewing Machines 


ranilly Hun Diisimcss 
Since 19S2 


Sales • Service 
Specialists 
www.coulingsewingmachines.co.uk 


Everything 4 Sewing 
Lincoln -01522 521841 



www.sewdirechcom 

for sewing accessories, haberdashery & 

Butterick, Kwlk Sew® McCall & Vogue® Patterns 


SEWING MACHINE STOCKISTS 



Cliffords Sewing Machines Ltd 


154 WESTERN STREET, SWANSEA SAl 3JY 

Est over 70 yrs, suppliers of Janome, Brother, Juki, Bernina, Elna, 

Husqvama. New and reconditioned overlockers, embroidery 
machines, threads and accessories, we also provide service and repair 
to most makes. Our customers include domestic and 
commercial as w'ell as major schools and 
colleges in the area, UK service centre 
for ELNAPRESS no matter how old or 

condition. Mail order service available.. 

Tel 01792 655928 | Fax 01792 410743 
e mail clHTordsew(tf hotniailccKuk 
web w^vw. cliffordselnapress.co.uk — — J 







SEWING MACHINE STOCKISTS 

^eac/& of 

Reads of Winchester 1 St Thomas Street 
Winchester S023 9HE Tel: 01962 S50950 

“ Suppliers of most maKes of sewing 
machines & overlockers 
- new St reconditiOfiod * 

" industriaJ rnachines available *' 

• Many machines on display in showroom 
- demonstrations available' 

’ Servicing S repairs * 

JANOME BERNINA TOYOTA 


PEMBERTONS 
OF STIRLING 



21 - 25 Friars Street, StirTrng FK8 LHA 
T eh 0 1785 482993 iiifo@|ieinc.co.uk 

^ www.psmc.co.uk 

l S I H C E ff 



17th Oct 2015 

WWW. sewmag.co.uk 


In association with SmpTicilY 

Join in the biggest national sewing 
event ever held in the UK Supporting 
local “Bricks & Mortar" businesses 

Hera at $bw magazine we realise how tough the high Street retail 
environment can be. 

Our mission is to publicise just how Important locai sewing shops, 
haberdashers and fabric 

outiets are not oniy in terms of the range of products that you can touch and 
feel before buying but aiso the massive amount of heip and expert advice 
avaiiabie through these outlets to enhance your hobby 

Kerens how to get involved 

Within our magazine not only will we be running tons of pre event pubiicity 
interviews and marketing but also there will be Sew Saturday directory 
pages where your business can be featured under your county heading and 
also at no additional cost on our fully interactive website map seen by over 
50,000 unique visitors a month! 

Hero's the deal 

Pre event build up will feature in our August, September October issues 
culminating with the actuaJ event coverage in our Christmas Special edition 
pubiished on 25th September 

Take a box ad in these 4 issues for oniy £40 +vat per month then, 
continue the post event pubiicity in the following 4 issues of Sew {November, 
December '15 and January, February '16) with a smaifer ad for only £30 +vat 
per month 

And don't forget you get the fully interactive store finder map entry 
absolutely freeU 

Don’t delay! As soon as you sign up we'li send you over the link to our 
retailer marketing pack so you can start planning and downloading the 
necessary tools to make your Sew Saturday event a resounding successlll 

Contact us today 

Clare Dance on 01206 505495 or clare.dance@aceville.co.uk 


www.sewnnag.co.uk 











TRY 3 ISSUES FOR £6!’ 



FREE GIFT 

\A/ITLJ 




WHY SUBSCRIBE? 


Home 
decorand 
dremnaking 
pwjeets 


As well as receiving every issue 
overflowing with essential fabric 
cutting guides, beginners tips and 
professional know-how, you will; 

• Get free delivery to your door 
before it hits the shops 

• Save £££s off the cover price 

• Enjoy a risk free trial 

Guarantee you never miss 
an issue, SUBSCRIBE NOW! 


C 01795 592967 

Quote SEW15T 


Sew, 800 Guillat Avenue, 
/nJ Kent Science Park, 

Sittingbourne ME9 8GU 


Lines are open Monday-Friday 8am-8pm, Saturday 9am-]pm 


Available from aEl good 
retailers including: 


M 

MOKFISONS 




’Terms & conditions apply, see online for full details. 


WHSmith 


Sainsbury’s 





sew people 



LAURA LEES 

After working in the fashion industry, this talented embroiderer discovered 

her true passions lay in furniture design 


I come from a very creative family Both my parents 
were art teachers as well as artists. My childhood 
was hill of drawing, painting, brass rubbings, 
sewing, the lot! Any craft you can name, we did 
it. But I always found I liked sewing pictures best. 
My sisters made loads of clothes for our doUs, but the ones 
I made were rubbish, in fact to this day I am still bad at 
dressmaking. I am far more conhdent with anything to 
do with embroidery. 

My fashion label style was illustrative, edgy yet 
feminine with a helping of humour thrown in for good 
measure. Now I design fabrics for furniture, it’s more 
graphic, colourful and geometric, and I draw a lot of 
inspiration from modernist architecture. I got tired of 
the tread mill of the fashion industry. The demands were 
relentless, and didn’t allow me the creative freedom to do 
the kind of work I truly wanted. I knew I wasn’t 
completely passionate about it. The changes 
in economic climate and becoming a parent 
allowed me to follow my true passion. I realised 
I love furniture more than I love clothes! 

Now I hnd inspiration everywhere. The 
city scape gives me an endless supply of 
imagery. Often song lyrics or a piece of music 
resonate with me and before I know it, an idea 
comes from something playing on my iPod. 

My workspace is organised chaos. It’s vibrant, 
noisy and peaceful all at once. I believe in 
order and try to foUow the expression ‘a place 
for everything and everything in its place’. 

Although it doesn’t look it, I promise you I know 
where everything is! 

I mainly stick to my own creative ideas 
but as you research you are, of course, aware 
of fashion trends, new fabrics and technical 
skills and equipment that inform your views. 


“THERE ARE 
NO RIGHTS 
OR WRONGS, 
EVERY 
MISTAKE 
TAKES YOU 
IN A NEW 
CREATIVE 
DIRECTION” 



A lot of my pieces are bespoke, one-olf designs which 
makes them special for both myself and my clients. The 
red chair is my favourite piece so far, it’s designed from 
magazine spines which made a very abstract pattern. It 
was such a challenge to embroider and assemble. As the 
fabric I had created was so stiff, it was like trying to work 
with a carpet instead. Luckily I work closely with my 
upholsterer Rachel, so I was able to sew extra panels and 
make the cuts together, otherwise it could have been a 
very different outcome. It was so satisfying to complete. 
Here’s a handy tip for furniture, work with a good, 
traditional upholsterer! 

The best thing about what I do is the fact that I love 
doing it. Every day holds inspiration and joy, even when 
I have a more mundane task to complete, I still enjoy 
working in my studio. I believe everyone should be able 
to sew, it’s a great life skill. You can go from 
simply stitching in a straight line, to being 
able to make yourself a new wardrobe or 
piece of functional furniture. I teach weekly 
classes at my studio and I really enjoy them. 
It’s so rewarding to see people’s reaction to 
an easily learned skill and the genuinely 
brilliant results in such a short space of time. 
The students really surprise themselves. 

My philosophy is that there are no rights 
or wrongs, and every mistake takes you in 
a new direction. I truly believe in taking 
people out of their comfort zone so they are 
accustomed to taking creative leaps when 
they continue with their sewing at home. 

There are so many exciting things to 
look forward to in the future; exhibitions, 
tapestry, teaching, furniture, embroidered 
room sets and so much more. I will keep 
you posted! 




Find out nnore at www.laura-lees.com 
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sewmagxo.uk 





For further information on our full range or to find a stockist, 
please see our website www.adjustoform.com 


Styled for 

Home Dressmaking 


Celine - an exciting new collection of adjustable 
dressforms designed for garment sewing at home. 


Made in England by 


adjustoform 



For further information: 

Telephone 0161 666 601 1 or visit www.ianome.co.uk 
The World’s leading sewing machine manufacturer 


THE ATELIER SERIES 


These contemporary styled, well illuminated, free-arm 
sewing machines with easy to use computerised 
features are perfect to take your sewing to a new 
tevel* The larger arm space and superior feeding 
system ensure they are equally suited to both larger 
projects and precision sewing. 


DESIGNED FOR 

EVERY TYPE 

OF SEWING 


ATELIER 5 


Packed with 1 70 stitches including 10 auto 
1-step buttonholes, it has on incredible 
91 needle positions and an easy change 
needle plate to enhance straight stitch 
performance at up to 1 ,000 spm, a knee lift 
to help pivot on corners and there's even a 
remote thread cutter port I 


ATELIER 3 

A clear LCD screen helps you select from 
the 120 stitches including 1 auto 1-step 
buttonholes and alphabet. LED lighting, 
an easy set bobbin, a needle threader, 
a speed control slider, a stort/stop button, 
auto lock and auto thread cutter help 
make your sewing easier. 




